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PREFACE. 



The author proposes to add to the great vol- 
nme of Americati war history a mere poet- 
«cript, setting forth in systematic detail the 
operationa of a single battalion of Lee's sharp- 
shooters, whose services on the field of battle 
entitle it, as a distinctive oi^anization, to some 
historical consideration. This to be followed 
by snch sketches of its co-ordinates in the same 
service as may fall within the scope of his own 
personal knowledge or may be gathered from 
other legitimate soaroes. 

It is not designed to disturb the record, or 
detract one lota from the renown achieved by 
the gallant brigades of which these battalions 
were prond to compose a part ; but only to res- 
coe from oblivion and the shadows of a fading 
memory, the story of their exploits npon the 
historic hills of Virginia, is this difficult yet 
pleasing task nndertaken. 

The corps of sharpshooters of McGowan's 
brigade is selected as the "battalion of direc- 
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tioDS " in this narrative, not for aoy anperlority 
claimed for it above the aharpshooters of other 
brigades, either in material or achievement; 
bat only on aooonnt of the personal acquain- 
tance of the writer with the history of its cam- 
paigns from the date of its grganiutlon to its 
final disaolntion at Appomatoz court house. 

It is nsed as an example to illastrate the ne- 
cessity and importance of snoh a branch of the 
semce at snch a period ; and to demonstrate 
the genius and wisdom of our great leader in 
the selection and organization of such bodies of 
daring men to guard his lines and lead his bri- 
gades into action, when called upon to' meet the 
enemy on the field. They were, as Kingslake 
puts it, "the spike heads" or case hardened 
steel points attached to the brigades, whose 
duty it was to crush the outer lines and admit 
onr colnmos to the inner lines and strongholds 
of the enemy. How well they met the pur- 
poses of their organization, this volume pro- 
poses to tell. 

Before entering upon the work in hand, how- 
ever, it may be well to state for the informa- 
tion of tlie critical reader, and to remove cer- 
tain erroneous impressions that now prevail as 
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to the history of this (leading) battalion, that 
shortly after the battle of Fredericksborg — say 
January, 1863 — a corps of sharpshooters had 
been organized in McQowan's brigade and 
placed under command of Capt. \Vm. T. Has- 
kell of the flrat South Carolina regiment, and 
was ably led by that gallant and accomplished 
yoang officer doling the sacceeding campaigns 
until he fell at the head of his battalion, Jaly 
% 1863, on the bloody field of Oeltysbnrg. At 
that time the writer, by direction of the brig- 
ade commander, had reinforced Haskell with 
two companies of the twelfth regiment and 
asaisted him in driving the enemy from a 
strong and dangerous position directly in front 
of the brigade. When Haskell fell an order 
was made directing me to take charge of the 
sharpshooters, but that order went astray and 
was not delivered, hence the command was 
turned over to Major Alston, of the first regi- 
ment, who led the battalion until it was dis- 
solved soon after our return to Virginia in the 
early fall. And, therefore, I had no connection 
with the first organization other than as above 
stated; and the impression that I had com- 
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mand of the Bbarpsbootera from the battle of 

Gettysbnrg henceforth is eironeoaa. 



And DOTT, to the memory of the heroic dead, 
and to their widows and orphans, as well 
as to the sarvivors of these gallant corpa, are 
the following pages most affeclionatelj iii- 
Bcribed by The Author. 



INTRODUCTION. 



"Lee's Sharpehootera ; or. The Forefront of 
Battle," is the title given to this Tolame, which 
tells a story of Southern valor that never has 
been told ; tells it because it never baa been 
told ; tells it becaase it ought to be told; and 
tells it becaase tbe trath of history demands 
that it shoald be told. 

It treats of the closing period of onr great 
straggle, of that matchless campaign which 
began in the wilderness of Spottsylvania, May 
4, 1864, and ended at Appomatox coart bouse, 
April 0, 1865. It follows the two great armies 
of Grant and Lee, and notes with careful pen 
the salient features of every engagement; gath- 
ers up resnlts and engrosses them into a broad 
black backgroand, tbrongh which to trace the 
crimson thread of its own untold story. 

It tells of the great carefulness with which 
the sharpshooters were selected and organized ; 
of their special drill and extra equipment ; and 
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at their high character as men aod splendid 
record as soldiers. 

It tells how they hang like a fringe upon the 
front and flanks of the marching colamns to 
avert a cavalry dash or other contingency, or 
fitood Like a hedge between the embattled ranks 
«f Bine and Gray as they swung into line for 
action ; and when the isanes were made np and 
the hoars of conflict came, how they combed oat 
the interval between the lines and led the hosts 
to battle. 

It tells of their daantlesa coarage and head- 
long charges that crushed the enemy's outer 
lines and caused their main lines to writhe and 
squirm, and sometimes to break, under the 
fiery impact of their splendid esprit de corps. 

It tells how they massed themselves against 
the enemy's high entrenchments, stormed out 
their forces and captured their men. And how , 
time and again, at the dead hours of midnight 
they dashed Into the Federal outposts and 
picket lines and swept them out for miles with- 
out losing a man. 

It tells of many incidents of personal daring 
and hairbreadth escapes, as well as of namer- 
oaa independent and suocessfnl encounters in 



Introduction. 15 

fall corps, where their opponenta were five 
times their owd nnmbers. 

It tella of the diaastera at Five Forka and 
Batteries Gregg and Forty-five ; of the evacna- 
tion of Peterabarg and Richmond, and the laat 
aad acenes at Appomatox court hoase; how 
the aharpshootera, with brazen front, atood in 
the breach when oar liaes gave way, and with 
what amazing dexterity they were thrown from 
front to rear and from flank to flank to ward 
off the Barging colamns of G-rant and Sheridan 
aa they crowded npon the little army of retreat- 
ing Confederates. It tella how they made the 
laat charge, captured the laat battery and fired 
the laat gan aa the tragedy cloaed and the car- 
tains fell. 

ItB telle all theae and a hundred other things 
that never have been told; bat can not tell 
why this nntold story never has been told. 



CHAPTER I. 



SHARPSHOOTERS; WHO THEY "WERE^ 
AND WHAT THEIR DUTY. 



Tbe battalion of Bharpshooters of McOowaD's- 
brigade was penuaoently organized on or 
aboQt the 1st day of Maich, 18M, and was 
composed of three companies of abont sixty 
men each, rank and file; with one commis- 
sioned and three noD-commissioned officers to 
the company. 

A draft was levied upon the regiments of the- 
brigade for three or four men from each com- 
pany to make np the number requisite for the- 
new organization, to he selected from the best 
men in the company, with due regard to the 
peculiar and hazardous service for which they 
were designed. The regiments promptly re- 
sponded to the call and detailed the men, with 
two noD-commissioDed officers, according to 
the terms of the requisition, while the brigade 
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commaacler selected the company commanders, 
together with the commandaat of the corps. 
The companies of the battalion were designated 
"first," "second" and "third," and were 
assigned to their positions in the line accord- 
ing to namber, reckoning from the right. 
Breret Gapt. N. lograham Hasell, of the first 
Soath Carolina regiment, was selected and 
assigned to the command of the first company ; 
Brevet Capt. Wm. H. Bmnson, of the four- 
teenth regiment, to the command of the second 
■company ; and Breret Capt. Charles E. Wat- 
son, of Orr's rifles (eleventh regiment), to the 
■command of the third company. The honor 
of commanding the corps was, by the partiality 
of Gun. McGK)watt, conferred npon the writer as 
chef de battailon. 

Intelligence, sound judgment, accuracy of 
marksmanship, fidelity to the Soatbern caase, 
and unfaltering courage in the trying ordeal of 
battle were the conditiones sine qua non, or 
necessary qnalificationa to membership in this 
command ; and by this standard both officers 
and men were pot to the test in dne time. First, 
by the rigid application of the mles of mili- 
tary tactics and the enforcement of army regn- 
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latioDs; and afterwards by the hazards and 
faardsbips of the actire campaign. A few men 
failed in drill and were promptly replaced by 
others, while, as will hereafter appear, only 
one failed in battle. To meet the pnrposes of 
the organization, as well as to secure the high- 
eat degree of skill and efficiency in movement 
and action, an nniqne and concise system of 
tactics was prepared and compiled from the 
American skirmish and French zoaave drills 
and introduced by the commander for the gov- 
ernment of the battalion on the field, while a 
" manual of arms " in the form of a brochure 
upon the subject of rifle training was famished 
by M^j. Oen. Wilcox. These, together, be- 
came the standard par excellence of the sharp- 
shooters, both upon the drill ground and in 
active operations on the field. 

Estimating distance, target practice, move- 
ments and dispositions against cavalry, bayo- 
net exercise, etc., were prominent features of 
the system. 

The battalion was first put upon drill in es- 
timating distance. It was drawn np in line in 
open field; a man or an object the size of a 
man was stationed in front at au unknown dis- 
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tBDce, aboat one handred yards off, and the 
roU called ; at the call of each name the man 
stepped forward ten paces, surveyed carefully 
the object in front, caloalated the iuterreDing^ 
space, and deliberately annoanoed in exact 
figures his estimate of the distance between, 
andarecord wasmadeofhisjndgmeDt; then the 
next in the same way, aad so on through the 
entire command. The distance was increased 
from time to time, from one hundred to two, 
three, five and nine hundred yards, and an accu- 
rate accoQDt kept of each man's jadgment in each 
drill. The practice in this drill was continued 
from day to day nntil every man could tell, 
almost to a mathematical certainty, the dis- 
tance to any given point within the compass of 
his drill. A few, however, were naturally and 
hopelessly deficient in their powers of estimat- 
ing distance, and hence were exchanged for 
others. 

The target practice was conducted in the 
same way. The battalion was formed on the 
range, a target about the size of a man was 
placed in front at a distance of one hundred 
yards, with a bullseye in the center of about 
five inches in diameter enclosed within an in- 
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ner circle of about foorteen inches and an 
outer circle of about tweoty-foar inches; a 
tripod was conatracted of convenient height, 
with a aandbag lodged in its fork on which to 
reat the heavy rifle while the soldier aimed 
and fired, and the practice began. 

The target for 100 yarda, pine' plank one 
inch thick, 2z6 feet. 

The target for 600 yards, pine plank one 
inch ihick, 4x6 feet. 

The target for 900 yards, pine plank one 
inch thick 8x6 feet. 

The bnllBeye was enlarged, as well as the 
circles, as the distance waa extended. 

The roll was called, aa in the first drill, and 
each man in his turn stepped forward to the 
rripod, aimed and fired ; the flag man at the 
target announced, by signal, the result of the 
fire, which was recorded ; and the practice con- 
tinned until the entire battalion had taken part 
in the drill. This practice waa oontinued from 
day to day, and the distance increased froui 
time to time up to 900 yards, with a complete 
record kept of each drill, until the results 
achieved in estimating distance and rifle train- 
ing were as amazing to the brigade commander 
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as they were gratifyiDg to the officers and men 

of the battalion. 

In the target drill, the Hinnie rifle, the En- 
field, the AnstriaD, Belgiam, Spriiifcfield and 
Mississippi rifles were pat to the test. And 
while each and all of them proved aocoiate 
and effective at short range, the superiority of 
the Enfleld rifle for Berrice at long range, from 
900 to 900 yards, was clearly demonstrated, 
buth as to force and accuracy of fire. The nl- 
t«rior range of the Enfields proved reliable and 
efftKMive to a sarprising degree to a distance of 
900 yards, while the other rifles named conld 
only be relied on at a distance of 600 
^ards. 
,To meet sndden and unexpected Bailies of 
the enemy, as^aalts c<mp de mein, and other ex- 
traordinary emergencies which might arise 
while the troops were iu bivonac, colnmn of 
ronte, or order of battle, as well as to sweep the 
front and prepare the field for action. The 
Bharpahooters were carefully and thoronghly 
inatrncted In all the rales of rapid and extraor- 
dinary formation, aad were ready to move 
promptly to the front, flank or rear, aa the exi- 
gency required. 
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They were trained to advance in fall breast^ 
en ec?iel(m, by the right, left or center; and 
conld strike at any angle, as well with the left 
hand EB with the right; bo that they were 
eqnipped for the conflict, whether in field or 
forest, or in the streets and lanes of a town or 
city. 

Dnring the winter and intervals of rest their 
position was in front on the oatposts and 
picket lines ; and in the active campaigning of 
the smnmer they occupied the front in the ad- 
vance, and the rear on a retreat, as skirmishers. 

When the opposing armies met npon the 
field it became their doty to open and bring on 
the fight, or to stand like nshers on the vesti- 
bale of battle and receive and welcome oar 
friends ill blue whenever they choose to visit 
onr lines. 

With this training in the higher branches of 
the science milUaire, based npon a thorough 
rudimentary edncation in the arts of war, the 
battalion of sharpshooters awaited the opening 
of the campaign of 1864 in the hope ihat nnder 
the blessings of God it might strike some blow 
that would tell for the freedom of the South. 
Nor did it have long to wait. 



^ 



CHAPTER II. 



BATTLE OF THE WILDERNESS. 



All was prepared — the fire, tbe sword, the men 

To wield them in their terrible airaj. 
The army, like a lion from his den, 

Marched forth with nerves and sinews bent to slay — 
A hnman hjdra, iHsnitig' from his fen 

To breathe destruction on its winding way. 
Whose heads were heroes, which cut off in vain, 

Immediately in others grew again. 

— Byrok. 

Barly in March Gen. Grant had been ap- 
pointed lieutenant general and oommander in 
chief of the armieB of the United States. And, 
while he exercised a general aapervision of 
military operations in all departments of the 
field, he established his headquarters with the 
Army of the Potomac, now nnder command of 
Major Gen. Meade. 

Thongh coDscioas of his ability as a com- 
mander and of the inexhaastible resoorces of 
the Federal government as to men, money and 
manitions of war, the Federal commander was 
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well aware of the skill and prowess of the great 
Confederate leader who confroDted him with 
an army of sixty thoasaDd veterans, along the 
sonthern banks of the Rapidan. He therefore 
addressed hinself to the task of reorganizing 
and eqntpping the forces at his command, pre- 
paratory to [woJeGting a campaign, in compari- 
son with which all other campaigns of the Army 
of the Potomac mast pale airay into the insig- 
nificance of a saccession of combats. Troop 
after troop and dirision after division were 
added to the Federal forces along the northern 
banks of the river, antil that army reached the 
fearful aggregate of one hundred and forty 
thousand men present for duty in the field. 
Yielding to the pressure of the federal govern- 
ment and the clamors of the people of the 
north, Gen. Grant determined at length to move 
directly against Richmond by the overland 
route, regardless of the wall of Confederate 
bayonets which intervened between bis grand 
army and the Confederate capital. Hence, on 
the morning of the 4th of May, he struck his 
tents and pat his vast columns in motion to- 
ward the lower fords of the Rapidan, with the 
view of tarning the Confederate right by the 
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way of the Wilderness, and thrastioghiBarmy 
between Gen. Lee and the city of Richmond. 
He had bnt little more than effected a passage 
of the river, however, when to his great aston- 
ishment he was confronted by his adversary, 
the ever vigiluiC Lee, with his gannt bnt 
spirited colnmns ready to accept on deliver 
battle. The Wilderness of Spotteylvania was 
again to be the arena of battle, where Oree^ 
shoold meet Greek, and the two great cham- 
pions of the divided sections ahonld measare 
their strength apon the issaes of war. 

The Confederates had approached the field of 
action by the two roads leading from Orange 
court hoQse through the wilderness to Freder- 
icksbarg. Hiirs corps on the light by the 
plank road, and Swell's corps on the left by 
the old tnmpike, while Longstreet'a corps with 
Anderson's division of Hill's corps were to fol- 
low on the plank road. Staart's cavalry, hav- 
ing met and driven back the Federal cavalry, 
sttQck Grant's advance columns in the depths 
of the Wilderness and brought them to bay, 
while Ewell and Hill urged forward their respec- 
tive wings toward the position occupied by the 
Unionists. As the movement progressed, the 
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battalion of sharpBhootere was thrown oat 
npon the left of the plank road and deployed, 
covering the line of march ; then, coiiforminf; to 
the movementB of the brigade as it proceeded 
toward the Wilderness, the sharpshooters hnng 
like a fringe on the left of tbe colamn, to ward 
off any disposition on tbe part of the enemy 
to tbrnat himself into the interval between 
Ewell and Hill and thas distarb oar march. 
We were in tbe woods for the most part, and 
maintained oar distance of ftt>m one to two 
handred yards to tbe left of the brigade for 
some eight or ten miles before the lines were 
formed for action, when we were called in. 

Aboot 1 o'clock on the afternoon of the 6tb, 
the advance gnard of Ewell's corps was met on 
tbe tampike and vigoroasly asaanlted by the 
leading division of Sedgwick's corps, and for 
•& moment was tbrown into confusion. Sapport, 
bowever, was promptly brought ap, order re- 
stored, and troops designed to meet the attack 
were thrown into position perpendicularly 
across tbe road. 

Later in the day Hill's skirmishers discov- 
ered the presence of the enemy on tbe plank 
road, and the two divisions of Heth and Wilcox 
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formed across the road — Heth on the right and 
Witcox OD the left. The battalion of sbarp- 
Bhooters was directed to form on the left of 
McOowan'a brigade — which was the left of 
Wilcox's division — and extend intervals to 
the left, so as to cover as far as possible the 
gap between Hill's left and Ewell's right. 
While this movement was being executed by 
the sharpshooters, Heth advanced to the attack 
of G^etty's division of the sixth corps, sap- 
ported by Birney's and Mott's divisions of the 
second corps. Heth succeeded in driving his 
opponent back upon bis snpports, where lie 
maintained his ground with great gallantry 
against the counter attacks of a vastly superior 
Federal force until Wilcox came to his support 
on the left. The fight now became animated 
and deadly. Meanwhile Bwell attacked the 
Federal right and drove it back for some dis- 
tance; then swinging forward his right flank, 
virtually established connection with Hill's left* 
The sharpshooters were therefore recalled from 
their position between the Confederate columns 
and were ordered in to the support of McGowan's 
brigade. Finding the gallant brigade abund- 
antly able to take care of itself, the sharp* 
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shooters weot ioto action on the left, and there 
with the troops of the line steadily met and re- 
pelled the persistent asaaalts of the heavy 
Federal tines which snrf^d against them, taking 
a deeper and firmer hold npon the field at every 
repalse of the enemy. 

The enemy being thus hard pressed by the 
two gallant dlTisions of Heth and Wilcox, or- 
dered to the support of their trembling lines 
Barlow's division and two brigades of G-ibbon'a 
division of the second corps, and Wadsworth's 
division, and one brigade of Robinson's divi- 
sion of the fifth corps. All the while the Con- 
federates were bearing down npon their adver- 
aaiies with all their might, driving them back 
through this terra incognito npon their re- 
serves. 

The arrival of the enemy's reinforcements in 
a measure checked the advance of the Confed- 
erates, still the battle raged with unabated 
fury, well sustained by the Confederates, nntll 
night put an end to the deadly conflict. Gor- 
don's brigade of Swell's corps and McGlowan's 
brigade of Hill's corps are specifically men- 
tioned by their respective division commanders 
in their reports of this engagement, as behar- 
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ing with conspicnons gallantry throagboat the 
action, which is a distinction worthy of note, 
especially when all behaved so well. In the 
language of Gten. Wilcox, " McG-owan's brigade 
swept through the Wilderness like a tornado, 
driving everything before it^far in advance of 
the line — and had to be recalled." Caldwell 
writes, " The pressare became fearfal on both 
flanks, and for a time we had a front of bat 
a single brigade." Again, speaking of the 
twelfth Sonth Carolina regiment — same brigade 
— ^he says : *' They continued to advance antil 
they broke the enemy's line, which they fol- 
lowed up, killing large numbers and capturing 
more. Their charge was too impetuous, if any- 
thing. They pushed ahead until they lost con- 
nectioQ with the rest of the brigade and found 
themselves almost entirely surrounded by the 
enemy. They captnred, among others, a briga- 
dier general. * * * Finding themselves thus 
outflanked by their own exertions, they faced 
about, put their prisoners before them and 
drove back for our line, and succeeded in cut- 
ting out with small loss." 

Owing to the advanced position to which the 
Confederates had forced their way into the 
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woods, and the saperior forceB of the enemy 
drawn across their front and overlappiug both 
flanks, when the cartains of night fell upon the 
Bcene the lines of the two diviaions lay in the 
shape of a semi-circle, ezhansted and bleeding, 
with bat little order or distinctive organization. 
Anxious and aneasy, under a felt sense of in- 
Becnrity, these gallant men spent the live long 
night in this exposed and disorganized condi- 
tion, momentarily expecting relief, bat no relief 
came. Longstreet was deliberately approach- 
ing, bat had not reached the field. 

We were without rations and had bat little 
water daring the night, and the only water we 
had was obtained from a branch between the 
lines, where both the Federals and Confeder- 
ates got their snpplies, and frequently had to 
agbt for that. 

At early dawn on the morning of the 6th 
these two divisions were withdrawn from their 
advanced poBltions and had nearly reached the 
open field in their rear, when they were sad- 
denly attacked by a fresh and overwhelming 
force, which taraed and crushed the right wing 
and drove it in confasion back upon the left. 
McGowaa's brigade maintained the unequal 
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contest for a while, but it was in tarn flanked 
and rolled Dp from the right, and retired to the 
open groands in rear, where it rallied and re- 
formed OD Poagae's artillery. The sharpshoot- 
ers held their ground on the left antil the last 
Confederate regiment retired, when they slowly 
fell back into the field above referred to. The 
moment the front was clear of Confederates, 
the gallant Poagae, realizing the importance- 
and peril of the moment, trained his gans ac- 
cnrately upon the wheeling columns of the- 
enemy and poored into their crowded ranks 
snch a storm of grape and canister as for a 
moment to paralyze their movements. Recov- 
ering from the shock in a few moments, the- 
dark lines of Federals, with shoats of victory,. 
again surged forward through the woods into 
the open field, and the day seemed irretrievably 
lost. But just at this critical janctare the- 
" Old War Horse " appeared on the scene, and^ 
like Bessaix at Marengo, "just in time to win. 
a victory." 

For a moment Longstreet consulted the com- 
manding general and surveyed the field, then 
poising his intrepid battalions one after another 
as they came into line, harled them, as with< 
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the right hand of Uars, against the crowded 
'Colamna of the enemy jast as they emerged into 
the open gronnd. The throat Bplitting hozzahs 
of the exnltant Federals were answered back 
by theominons cry of the rebel conntercharge. 
One deadly volley and a sweeping charge, and 
Longstreet'a lines were bnried in the Wilder- 
ness. The veteran corps of Winfield Scott 
Hancock was beaten and driven back with fear- 
ful slaughter to his original position on the 
Brock road. Saspending his charge for the 
parpose of rectifying his alignment and ob- 
serving the sltnation in front, Q«n. Longstreet 
rode forward with G«q. Jenkins of Sonth Caro- 
lina to reconnoitre, when, nnfortnnately, they 
were mistaken for the enemy and fired upon by 
his own men. Gton. Jenkins was killed ont- 
right, and Oen. Longstreet severely wounded. 
This fatal accident necessitated the anspension 
of parsnit for the time, which gave the Federal 
commander time to rally and reinforce his 
broken columns ; and but for this unfortunate 
misadventnre Gt^rant's left wing would have 
been crushed and routed. 

Hetb and Wilcox, when relieved by Long- 
street, were placed in poaition aome diatanue to 
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the left and somewhat retired. They now con- 
fronted BuTDBide's corps, which lay concealed 
in a dense pine thicket not exceeding six han- 
-dred yards in front. The position taken was 
on a commanding ridge in an open field, which 
the men proceeded to strengthen by a slender 
line of breastworks constructed of fence rails 
and what earth coald be dog ap with the 
bayonets and shoveled with the hands. The 
flharpshooters were deployed and thrown for- 
ward aboat three handred yards in front. 
Here, nnder a misapprehension of the strength 
and position of the enemy, the shnrpshooters 
were ordered to go forward and drive the Fed- 
erals ont of the pine thicket. Instantly they 
sprang to doty and moved down upon the 
thicket. Silently the beantifal line swept 
across the field until it reached a point not more 
than fifty yards from the edge of the woods, 
when it received a withering volley from a solid 
line of battle just within the pines. The bat- 
talion responded with a will, and volley after 
volley was received and delivered antil an or- 
der came to withdraw. A section of artillfry 
was now sent forward to assist the sharp- 
shooters, and again the attempt was made, and 
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twice repeated, to dislodge the enemy, with (he 
same resalt. The ninth Federal corpa could 
easily repel the assanlts of the small force 
while it lay concealed m the dense thicket 
awaiting an attack from Heth and Wilcox, 
which was not made. 

Aboat 4 o'clock in the afternoon the troops 
of Anderson and Longstreet, led by the incom- 
parable Lee on the right and Swell's forces on 
the left, simaltaneonsly assaulted the enemy 
in their now fortified position ; and after terrific 
fighting, partially sacceeded in doubling both 
wings of the Federal army back npon the 
center, when night closed the contest. The op- 
posing armies occupied substantially the same 
ground upon which the action was begun, and 
the battle of the Wilderness was ended. The 
Confederate loss was heavy, but not to be com- 
pared to the damage inflicted upon the Union 
forces. McGowan's brigade lost in killed, 
wounded and missing 461 officers and men, in- 
cluding the battalion of sharpshooters, which 
contributed its full quota of brave men to the 
list of casualties reported, bat the number and 
names of the unfortunates, I regret to say, can 
not now be given. 



The Forefront of Bailie. 37 

A certain Soothern writer thas rividly de- 
scribes the battle of the Wilderness and the 
field upon which it was foaght: "The land 
was sombre — a land of thicket, nudergrowth, 
Jangle, ooze ; where men conid not see each 
other twentj yards off, and assanlt had to be 
made by the compass. The fights there were 
not so easy as night attacks in open country, 
for at night yoa can travel by the stars. Beath 
came unseen; regiments stumbled on each 
other and sent swift destrnction into each 
others' ranks, guided by the crackling of the 
bashes. It was not war — military manoeavre- 
lag; science had as little to do with it as sight. 
Two wUd animals were banting each other; 
where they heard each other's steps they 
sprang and grappled — the conqneror advanced 
or went elsewhere. * * * Here in blind wrestle, 
as at midnight, did two handred thonsand men 
io bine and gray clntch each other — bloodiest 
and weirdest of enconnters. On the low line 
of the works, dimly seen in the thicket, rested 
the mnzzles spoating flame; from the depths 
rose cheers ; charges were made and repelled, 
the lines scarcely seeing each other; men fell 
and writhed and died unseen, their bodies lost 
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in the bnahes, tbeii death groan« drowned ia 

the steady, continaoas, never ceaaing crash." 

As to resalts, Brev. Mi^. Gen. Webb of the 
Union arinj bears this Bignificant testimony in 
his article in the Century War Series : " The 
6th of May was the last day of the battle of 
the Wilderness. Ewell bad most effectnally 
stopped the forward movement of the right 
wing of Meade's army, and Hill and Longstreet 
had defeated oar left ander Hancock. The fact 
is that the whole of the left was disorganized. 
Prom Hancock down through Birney and Gib- 
bon, each general commanded something not 
strictly in his command. Hancock had the 
leit, Gibbon the left of Hancock; Birney had 
his own and Mott's divisions, and Wadsworth 
bad Webb's and SteveuBon's. The troops of 
these division commanders were witbont proper 
leaders. We had seen the mixed second and 
ninth corps driven in in detail on oar left. 
We knew that the fifth and sixth corps were 
blocked, and we felt deeply the mortification 
conseqaent apon oar being driven back upon 
the Brock road. From personal contact with 
tlie regiments who did the hardest lighting, I 
declare that the individual men had no longer 
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that confidence in their commanders which had 
been their best and strongest trait daring the 
past yeaj." 

Swinton, in his "Twelve Decisive Battles,'* 
says : " The Union troops, wearied and cha- 
grined, sent ap no cheer of victory throagb the 
Wilderness. Many, indeed, believed we vronld 
recroBB the Rapidan. * * * Bot there was one 
man otherwise minded. * * * The battles might 
have been fonght by any other commander ; bat 
the difference in resnlta was this : That while 
any other commander we had thns far seen 
wonid have fonght the battle of the Wilderness 
and gone backward. Grant fonght the battle of 
the Wilderness and went forward." 



\ 



CHAPTER III 



BATTLE OF SPOTTSYLVANIA COURT 

HOUSE. 



Ez fcr war, I call it murder — 

There you hev it plain an' flat ; 

I don't want to go no furder 

Than my Testyment f er that. 

—Jambs Russbi^i^ Lowbi^i^. 

The initial battle of the " On to Richmond " 
having been fought, and the attitude of these 
two great armies remaining unchanged, the two 
champions lay all day of the 7th in the midst 
of their baffled yet defiant troops, like two ex- 
hausted giants of the forest, foaming and pant- 
ing and bleeding; each watching with wild 
suspicious eye the movements of his antagonist, 
! lest, peradventure, some advantage might be 

I gained unawares and the contest renewed be- 

fore he was ready. On the afternoon of the 
7th, however, the two divisions of Heth and 
Wilcox, preceded by the sharpshooters, had 
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advBDced apoa Bnraside's position in the pines 
and discovered that his lines had been with- 
drawn. Here they were ordered to fortify, but 
had scarcely begnn the work when they were 
ordered to desist and prepare for the march. 
Early after nightfall the Fedeial commander 
withdrew his forces from Gten. lioe's front and 
began his second movement by the left flank, 
in the hope that now at least he conld turn the 
Confederate right and, under cover of night, 
throw himself unobserved across their line of 
march somewhere in the neighborhood of Spott- 
sylvania court house. But the very first step 
taken in the execution of this secret design 
was discovered and promptly reported to the 
Confederate commander by that sleepless 
guardian of the Confederate flanks, J. E. B. 
Stuart, who planted his cavalry squarely across 
the pathway of the Union forces and contested 
every inch of the ground. Meanwhile Long- 
street's corps, now under command of Qen. 
Anderson, was withdrawn from the lines and 
ordered to hold itself in readiness to move in 
the direction of Spottsylvania court house. 
Abont 8 o'clock the army began to move by 
the right flank. The leading division of Long- 



Tie Forefront of Saitle. 4J 

atreet's corps took np the line of march 
promptly at the command, followed after some 
delay by the second ; and each ancceaalTe divi- 
sion took the road as soon as the way was 
clear. The rear dlTisionB meanwhile were clos- 
ing op, and then giving back to the next in 
front — BO that Hill's corps had not moved more 
than two hundred yards at 10 o'clock. Sach 
delays are always annoying even to the veteran 
soldier, althongb he knows it to be an inevit- 
able necessity in the movements of every large 
army, it matters not what may be the exigen- 
cies of the case ; yet a good soldier will submit 
to any necessity and make the best of it. In 
this case oar patience was beginning to weaken 
Jast a little, when away to the right, fh>m the 
depths of the forest, in the stillness and dark- 
ness of night, a sound is heard — the sound of 
a charge or good cheer, which we coald not tell. 
In the fansh of expectancy we listened to catch 
the significance of the strange oatbarst; when 
lo ! here came the swelling tide of ten thoneand 
voices sweeping down the lines of Longstreet 
to Hill's right. We lifted onr voices as our 
tnrn came, and sent the grand chorus echoing 
along the lines of Ewell to the distant left. 
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Thrill miMMtwiv this oreiHoir of enthoBiaBin 
rt'ro (SHV. issuinft fKtiu Andsraon's colamn, swept 
itown thrv^ogh tW CuDf«<l«rat» Hues from right 
ti» l«>ft, wh«n th<^ laat T«stigt> of impatience 
nnd titmpUint 9<wm^ lo hare been removed, 
aitd i*rvr.r man 9liM>d Kady lo do and to dare 
dv t\\* honor of hia countrj:. It was the grand- 
«(it nn^a) d<^mon«traiion erer witnessed on this 
oonttn«^nl : undiw lh» inspiration of which Q«n. 
AiitWmoi) nr)pKl f^vward his troops toward 
t4)H(||ii,rlY«n(t(, whllv ih«> other corps went into 
hlvouat^ (V>r tht» night. 

To n>iuuvti all doubt as to the designs and 
movt>mt»niti of the t>n«my, early on the morning 
of thtt 8th the battalion of sharpshooters 
was ordered to make a reconnoisance of the 
Federal lines in front. We deployed and 
moved forward through the woods in the direc- 
tion of Sedgwick's position on the Federal 
right, antil we strnck the line of breastworks. 
Here we discovered the evidence of a hasty 
withdrawal of the enemy from onr front, in the 
shape of abandoned fly tents, knapsacks, oil- 
cloths, and the like. Continuing onr advance, 
we ascended a commanding ridge which over- 
looked the conntry for some distance beyond. 
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Here we encoantered the rioheBt field of spoils 
we had ever seen. The whole face of the earth 
was literally covered with valuable plunder 
and the signs of demoralization. Tempted by 
the vast amonnc and endless variety of army 
stores ecattered aronnd in every direction, and 
the entire absence of the enemy, and consider- 
ing the argent needs of the command for the 
very articles that lay scattered around us, the 
assembly was sounded and the battalion or- 
dered to stack arms, break ranks and help 
themselves. Instantly the command, from a 
compact body of daring men, was converted 
into a wild and reckless mob, rushing hither 
and thither in search of plunder. The danger 
of the situation became manifest at once, and 
an effort made to reform. For a period of half 
an honr every effort to rally and reform proved 
ineffectual and vain — during which an organ- 
ized body of twenty men, if present, could have 
captured the entire command. Fortunately 
there was no enemy present. After awhile, 
when the raid was completed, the officers re- 
covered control of the men, reformed the bat- 
talion, and we proceeded on our drive. Wheel- 
ing.tethe right, we swept down the enemy's 
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deserted lines to the Orange plank road, where 
changing again to the right, we drove out and 
rejoined the brigade. All qnestiona as to the 
movements of the Federal commander bad thus 
been settled, and now the brigade took np the 
line of march with other troops for Spottsjl- 
vania. 

While Gl«n. Grant was pushing his immense 
columns along the Brock and ChancellorSTille 
roads against the strennons efforts of the un- 
tiring Stnart, to delay him as mnch as possible, 
Anderson was urging forward the Confederate 
van with all possible dispatch toward the point 
of coDvergence and the objective point of both 
commanders. The race for position was an 
exciting one, bat Anderson won. Reaching the 
field before daylight, he placed his leading 
division in position on the range of hills cover 
ing Spottsylvania conrt house, and npon it 
formed the rear divisions as they successively 
arrived on the field. So that when the 8th of 
May dawned, and Gen. Grant essayed to sweep 
from his front the cavalry force which had 
hnng upon his advancing columns and seize the 
range of hills north of town, what should he 
behold but the "stars and bars" defiantly 
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floating in tha morning breeze orer a Bolid line 
of Confederate infantry firmly eatabliahed upon 
the coveted hills, qoietly awaiting hia aniTal. 

Warren's corps was the first to confront An- 
derson, and while other troops on both sides 
were rapidly approaching the field, two divi- 
sions of Warren's corps advanced against the 
Confederate position. This attack was easily 
met and repelled, and resulted in considerable 
losa to the attacking colomn, inclnding its 
leader, Glen. John C. Robinaon, who was 
severely wounded by the first volley and car- 
ried off the field. Sedgwick's corps Joined 
Warren about noon, and late in the afternoon 
was thrown heavily against Anderson's right, 
which, assisted by the timely arrival of a part 
of Ewell's corps, repulsed the attack with great 
slanghter. Thus ended the first day of the 
battle. 

Hill's corps reached the field early on the 
morning of the dth, and was placed in position 
east of the court house, on the Confederate 
right. This day was principally spent by both 
armies in active preparations for the impend- 
ing conflict, with now and then a sharp foailade 
between the opposing skirmish lines, as when 
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one or the other of the great captains pressed 
his lines here and there too far to the 
front and trespassed npon the territory claimed 
by the other. In the settlement of these pre- 
liminary difflcolties the sharpshooterB took a 
lively interest ; and whenever or wherever their 
services were needed for the adjQstment of any 
misunderstanding as to the rights of parties, 
they were fireely contributed. 

As soon as MoGk)waD'a brigade was assigned 
its place on Hill's line the sharpshooterB were 
ordered out, with instructions to cross the small 
sb^am in ftttnt and sweep through the thickec 
beyond, until the position and strength of the 
enemy were discovered. 

The order was promptly obeyed, and we 
drove forward across the stream and throngh 
the woods until we reached the backbone of the 
ridge, near the edge of a field which lay oat 
beyond. Here we could plainly see Sedgwick's 
corps in line of battle on the crest of another 
hill, busily engaged In rectifying their lines 
and constructing breastworks, with their skir- 
floi^era well advanced. Upon these we opened 
a noabtering fire with some effect. We discov- 
ered an angle protruding flrom their main line 
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tovards the right of the battalion, which 
brought a foor gan battery with its infantry 
anpports placed there for the defense of the 
salient, barely within reach of our long range 
rifles. And to these Ben Powell with his 
" Whitworth " and a few files on the right paid 
their respects. Presently an officer of rank 
with his staff approached the salient, and ad- 
justing his field glasses began to take observa- 
tions of the front. A few shots only had been 
flred at the gronp, when the ringing peal of 
Powell's " Whitworth " was heard some dis* 
tance to the right ; the officer was seen to stagger 
and flail ; and the brilliant career of that gallant 
and diatingaished soldier, Maj. Oen. Sedgwick, 
commandant of the fifth Federal army corps, 
was closed and closed forever. Powell reported 
at once that he had killed a Federal general, 
but we knew not his name or rank until it came 
oat a few days later in the Northern papers, an- 
nouncing that 6en. Sedgwick had been killed 
by a Confederate sharpshooter ; which fact, so 
published at the time, has gone into history, 
but the name of " the man behind the gun " 
has never before been mentioned. Upon the 
death of Q-en. Sedgwick, M^. G^ii. Wright 



UH^ hi* i^ao^y an^l tli« FV<l«ml shaipshootera 
oIm^bM on tt* wtih tttctMiMd aaimatiou, while 
* c«lUBiB «S tttfkntry oa oar l«ft and a oolnma 
of cATalry \ui our rij^t w«t* JUsroTered swing- 
ing Atfwnnl npon onr flanks, with the eTident 
<int<mtton of cutting as off from the main line 
and bagi^Bg tb«> entire command. To avoid 
aach a disaster w» tfatvw back oar wings and 
K>ttr»d to lh» tiul« atrsam before mentioned, 
wh«i« Watson's companj engaged, at long 
Tang«, ih« rolamn on oar left antil it was with- 
dmwn. W» matataiQ«d oar poniUon here with- 
out (UrtltMT m>ubt# aniil some time after oight- 
(hU, whi^n w» w«r« relieved. 
11«M«k1 by the genius and audacity of the 

-l\ii((Wl«rate commander, and chafing under de- 
Awl and disaster, Gen. Grant determined to 
mass his foroea before the Confederate position 
and by sheer weight of numbers to overwhelm 
and crush his opponent, regardless of costs, and 
at once addresaed himself to the disposition of 

■his troops to that end. With Hill's corps on 
the right, Ewell in the center, and Anderson 
with Longstreet's corps on the left, in a strong 

-position carefully selected and well fortified, 

'Gen. Lee awaited the movements of his adver- 
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Bary. These positions were substaDtaally main- 
tained dnring the straggle, though brigades 
and sometimes divisions were detached from 
their proper commands and sent to other parts 
of the field to meet pressing emergencies. 

Early in the morning of the 10th the move- 
ment of Hancock's corps against the Confed- 
erate left and rear was gallantly met and 
defeated by Heth and Mahone under Early, on 
the banks of the Po. Meanwhile G-rant was not 
idle on other parts of the field. Parsaing his 
determination to crash Lee, by 10 o'clock the 
Federal commander had organized a column of 
assaolt in front of Anderson's right, oonsisting 
of Warren's and Bnrnside's corps. This column 
moved promptly and with great intrepidity 
against the position occupied by Field's divi- 
sion, which received the attack with a galling 
fire, followed by volley after volley with such 
deadly effect that the front lines recoiled upon 
the second, when both retired. 

About 3 o'clock in the afternoon the attack 
was renewed with still more disastrous results. 
A loll of something more than two honrs suc- 
ceeded the last attack, bat proved to be only a 
breathing spell preparatory to the culminating 
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effort of the day. These repeated and iiii8iio> 
cesafal asMnlts againit the Cooledttate lines 
seemed onlj to exasperate the Federal com- 
mander and to goad him to a moie desperate 
determination to carry the works at this point. 
Hence, about o'clock, increasing the dimen- 
sions and weight of his assaulting colomns, >^ 
the addition of Wright and Hancock, with all 
the energy of his indomitable wUI, Gen. G-rant 
hnrled the flower of the Federal army against 
tlie Confederate left center. One after another 
the dark tines came raahing forward, at first in 
quick time, then at a fall charge, as if nothing 
could stay their impetuoua onslaught. The 
front lines dissolved before the pitiless storm 
that beat against them, bat the sacceeding 
lines, rushing forward over the prostrate forms 
of their fkllen comrades, saoceeded in pene- 
trating our lines at two points ; the one where 
stood the gallant Texas brigade of Anderson's 
corpe, the other where stood Dole's brigade on 
Ewell'a left. These gallant brigades stubbornly 
yielded to the weight of overwhelming numbers, 
but promptly rallying apon the supports at 
hand, sacceeded in forcing the enemy back 
through the breach with terrible slaughter. 



The Forefront of Battle. 53 

Again repulsed on every part of the liae, the 
asBailants fell back ia disorder to their works, 
leaving the ground thickly strewn with their 
killed and wounded.* 

The 11th was a wet and disagreeable day, 
with little or no serious fighting. Daring these 
two days, however, the battalion of sharp- 
flhootera occupied a position in front, some dis- 
tanoe to the left of its former position, and 
where the opposing lines were drawn mnch more 
oloeely together. The Federal sharpshooters 
were in onr immediate front, and displayed an 
animus of vindictive spite, which the boys in 
gray were not slow to reciprocate. The per- 
petual cry of their deadly rifles — as from every 
tree and bnsh and boulder they spurted fire 
and amoke and death, which to be understood 
needed the aid of no expert or scientific inter- 
preter — aroused in the Confederate sharp- 
shooters a glow of patriotic ardor which conld 
be restrained only by the most peremptory or- 

* Tbroughont the day the divisions of Heth, Field, 
Kershaw and Wilcox * * * maintained a fimmeBS and dis- 
played a valor that well became the veterans of a hun- 
dred battles. The Army of the Potomac never fought 
with more desperate courag-e, nor had its ranks ever been 
visited with such frightful havoc.— Z,t>»^. 
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ders ; and, althoagh the activity of the Utter 
bearere on the other side testified to the skill 
of these traioed riflemen, to stand and fixe was 
not to their mind like the sweeping charge. 
The ground between the lines at this point was 
for the most part in the woods, covered with 
nnderbmsh and seamed with sharp ravines and 
gnllies, which meandered abruptly hither and 
thither across the interval. These famished an 
inviting field and fair protection to the adven- 
tarons on both sides to crawl upon the rifle pits 
of the other side and get in some good shots be- 
fore their movemeiitfi and whereaboat conld be 
discovered, and were utilized with fatal efllect 
by each opon the lines of the other. In one in- 
stance two men in Toong's North Carolina bat- 
talion were killed by a Federal sharpshooter 
with a single ball fired from one of these 
ditches ; and many a gallant soldier of the gray^ 
as well as the blue, paid the forfeit of his life 
for the part he took in this nnremitting fnsilade. 
The sharpshooters occupied this line for some- 
thing over two days, being relieved at night 
after dark, and going on dnty again before day- 
light in the morning. 
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Oar rations were scant and aometimes nn- 
savory, 'bnt oar appetites told and aggressive. 
I devonred the hindqaarter of a mnakrat witb- 
TindiotiTe reliBh, and looked with longing eyes- 
apon oar adjutant general's fat young pointer.. 
One day, daring these fights at Spottsylvanla^ 
when the Federals were making an assanlt on 
onr lines and the onset was persistent and 
furious, while passing along the lines to encoar- 
age (he men, I discoTered in a little branch a 
turtle of the loggerhead variety. I stopped, 
threw him oat of the water with my sword,, 
tnmed him oa his back, and when he poked oat 
his head to recover his all fours I popped my 
sabre through his neck and pinned him to the 
ground, and went on. When the fight was over - 
and the hour of relief came, I went and got; 
him. and snch a stew as I had that night I Va-. 
does me good to think of it to this day. 



CHAPTER IV. 






BATTLE OF SPOTTSYLVANIA. 

[Continued.] 



In the thick of the fi^ht, 

When the incessant roar 

Of the volleying guns 

Grew clearer, louder ; 

And the deadly storm 

Of shot and shell 

Swept back before it 

The sharply smitten 

Confederate legions, 

Sudden is heard 

Through the clang and the roar 

Of sabres and guns, 

I The peal of a bugle 

That sounds the charge, 

I And the cry of one 



(Who laughs the while), 

* 'Forward the flag of the battalion !" 

Like a stream of light. 
Of red, red light. 
The red, red flag 
lyeaps forth to the front, 
By the hands upborne 
Of a boy in years 
But a veteran old 
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In the wajB of war, 
Who« face has never 
B7 the edg« of a blade 
Aa yet been ahora. 
Save aa a acar 
On hia cheek betraja 
The stroke of a horsemati'a aabre. 
(That horseman sleeps. 
In his grass f^owa grave 
B J the edg'e of a wood 
On the Rapidan.) 

Like a stream of lig'bt, 
Of red, red %bt. 
The red, red flag- 
Leaps forth to the firont, 
A shining mark 
To the foe advancing'. 
Forth, bnt no faster, 
Then speeds the battalion, 
With voices nplifted 
In cbeer on cheer. 
As they follow the course 
Of the meteor bright. 
That paDses never 
Until it has Uunclied 
Them, recklesa of death, 
Full on the enemj's breast. 

Then the lines of battle, 
The bine and the gray, 
Are mixed together ; 
And the air is filled 
With shouts and groans. 
And with cursea wild 
And mocking laughter. 
And the claah of steel : 
And the roar of guns 
GrowB deeper, louder. 
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In the bea.t of the fray 
The flag goea down— 
The flag- of the battalion— 
And is trampled 
Under the feet of men. 
But a hand uplifts it. 
It is held aloft. 
All dripping wet 
With the blood of the slain. 
Lo, now it is one 
Whose wrinkled cheeks 
A gray beard hides, 
Whose hand upbears 
The flag of the battalion. 

And the fight growa fiercer 

And deeper and loader; 

And with shouts unceasing. 

Mid cursing and laughter. 

And the clash of sabres, 

And the roar of guns, 

The conflict rages, 

TUl the foe relaxing 

Their strong endeavor. 

Yields at length 

To the impetnons tide 

That beats against them. 

Forth to the front 

As the foe gives way 

The flag is pushed 

By the hand that bears it ; 

Forth in pursuit 

Like a leash-honnd sllpt, 

It follows them fleeing. 

Answering ever 

The cry and the laugh 

That are heard through the din, 

"Forward the flag of the battalion I" 
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As the sound dies awaj 
Of the ihiftin^ battle, 
There is one draws near 
To the boy that lies 
On the wet, red field, 
Who bathes his wound 
With water and tears. 
The wound in his breast 
Bj a bayonet made. 
Too late to save. 
But still he maj bear 
Some message of love 
To father or mother. 
Or sister or brother. 
Or other, yet dearer. 
In bis far away home> 
He kneels to listea. 
The plainer to hear 
The mutte ring's low 
That echo the visions 
Of life that are flitting 
Throug-h the wandering sense 
Of the dying boy. 

But his dreams they are never 

Of home or of love. 

Of father or mother. 

Or sister or brother, 

Or other, yet dearer ; 

But still he is fighting 

The fight of today,— 

Stilt he is bearing 

The flag that he bore,— 

And the words that come forth 

From his tips in a murmur. 

As fearless he passes 

The portals of death, are 

"Forward the flag of the battalion !" 

— BSRKV BSMSOK. 
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Late in the afternoon of the 11th an impres- 
sion prevailed that Grant was abont to take 
another step to the left, and the constant stir 
and shifting of troops on the Federal lines 
somewhat justified the impression. Onr trains 
were therefore placed under marchinf; orders ; 
the artillery posted in the salient ocoopied \fj 
Johnson's division was withdrawn, and every 
arrangement made for a move dnring the night, 
if necessary. The Federal commander readily 
discovered the mistake of his opponent and 
determined to make an attack at this point 
early the next morning, and to that end massed 
a heavy colomn dnring the night in front of 
Johnson, consisting of the second and sixth, 
with two divisions of the fifth corps. Gfen. 
Johnson hecame aware of the enemy's designs 
against him, and realizing the peril of his po- 
sition withoat artillery in the event of an attack 
in its absence, dispatched a cornier with orders 
for the retnrn of his batteries to the front by 
daylight in the morning. The orders were 
promptly delivered, and the dangers fully ap- 
preciated by the artillerists ; bat the numerous 
difficulties of the way, added to the darkness 
of the night, greatly delayed their execution of 
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the orders. In the meaatitne the brave men 
stood to arms in the angle, in deep anxiety 
awaiting the approach of day and the return 
of their guns — which was their only safety. 

The momiDg dawned — the morning of the 
eveDtfol 13th — and Jaat ae the rays of light 
began to penetrate the blinding mist which had 
settled down apon the field, an immense column, 
well saturated with Dutch courage, led by Gen. 
Hancock, emerged from the pines in front and 
rushed forward to the attack. The little divi- 
sion defended its position with commendable 
gallantry, bat could not stay the onward rash 
of the Federal colnmn, which stormed over the 
works, capturing Geu. Johnson himself and 
nearly the whole of his division, with about 
twenty pieces of artillery, which reached the 
field just in time to be gobbled up by the ex- 
ultant Unionists. Amazed at the completeness 
of his own success, the Federal commander 
stood for a moment bewildered at the mad rush 
of his confused columns as they crowded into 
the breach. But recovering his self possession, 
as well 88 the formation of his divisions, Han- 
cock orged forward his men to the attack of 
the interior lines, driving further and further 
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apart the Beveied wioga of the Coofederate army 
as he advaaced. Laoe's brigade of Hill'8«orpBi 
which occupied a poaition t o the right of the 
salient, and HaM s w '^brigade of Gweli's corps, 
which occupied a position to the left of Che 
angle, each throwing back their exposed wings, 
poured into the Federal column such a storm 
of withering fire that they began to stagger and 
recoil. At the same time the heroic Chsrdoa, 
planting his dirision (Early's) across the base 
of the salient, effectoally checked the rolling 
tide of battie and held it back within the tri- 
angular area, while Perrin's Alabama, Harris's 
Miaaissippi and McQowan'a South Oarolioa 
brigades were hurried forward to the rescne. 

Qen. lice determined to drive the Federals 
out, if possible, and recover his lines ; but di- 
rected the conatrnotion of a new line of works 
some distance in the rear, upon which to rally 
and reform his troops In tbe event of failure. 
He therefore ordered up all the artillery that 
could be spared from other parts of the field to 
aasist in the restoration of his broken center. 

Everything ready, about 9 o'clock the artil- 
lery opened from the adjacent hills, right and 
left, and poured into the compressed maaaes of 
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the enemy a perfect storm of shot and shell. 
As many gnna answered hack from the other 
side. The roar of artillery fairly rent the air and 
shook the earth as the infantry lines began to 
move. The attack was hy brigades en tchelon 
against the two sides of the salient at the same 
time. Lane on the right, and Ramseanr on the 
left, first sprang forward with a ronsing cheer, 
and swept the trenches the fall length of their 
brigades. Then rashed the fiery Gtordon into 
the breach with his Qeorgiana and Yirginians, 
and cleaned out the right face of the angle to 
the left of Lane. At the same time the dashing 
Perrin lanncbed his brave Alabamians, closely 
followed by Harris's Mlssissippians, each carv- 
ing his way across the seething chasm, and 
landed snccessively in full breast on the outer 
line to the right of Ramseanr. Then came our 
own intrepid McOowan with his gallant Caro- 
linians — sharpshooters and all — like a blazing 
meteor rashing through the blinding storm, and 
planted his brigade on the outer line to the 
right of Harris and in the very heart of battle. 
Gen. Perrin fell dead just as he leaped hia 
horse over the first line of works, and Bamseaur 
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and McGJowan were both serionely wonnded in 
the charf^. 

When the troope were ready to move to the 
recovery of the lost salient, Gfen. Lee rode to 
front of Gordon's diviBion — as he had of 
Gregg's Texans at the Wilderness — and pro- 
posed to lead the charge. He nttered not a 
word — he was not the man for display — bnt as 
he qaietly removed hia hat and sat his war 
horse, the very personification of the genias of 
battle, the great purpose of his great sodI was 
evident. Just then Gen. Gordon spurred to his 
side, seized the reins of his horse and exclaimed : 
" Gen. Iji^y this is no place for yon I Go to the 
rear! These are Georgians and Virginians,, 
sir I — men that have never finiled, and will not 
fail now; will yon, boys^" Loud cries of 
" No I No I Gen. Lee to the rear ! Gen. Lee 
to the rearl" burst forth tiam. the ranks. 
While two soldiers led Gen. Lee's horse to the 
rear, Gordon placed himself in front of his di- 
vision, and his clarion voice rang ont above the 
roar of battle, "Forward I charge I!" and "re- 
member yonr promise to Gen. Lee." Not 
Napoleon's words to his old gnard, " The eyes 
of your emperor are apon yon," prodaced a 
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happier effect. The right face of the angle was 
Bwept clean, and Gordon and Lane reoccopied 
oar linea nearly to the center of the breach. 

" Never hand wared sword froin stain ao free. 
Nor purer sword led a braver band. 
Nor braver bled for fairer land. 
Nor fairer land had a canse ao grand. 
Nor cauM a chief like Lee." 

The interior of the aalient was now effectaally 
-rid of the obnoxious Federals, but rallying 
Qpon their sapports they firmly held on to the 
vertex or tip of the angle, the possession of 
which now became the single issne of the des- 
perate stmggle. The gaping incision made in 
the Confederate linea at early dawn had been 
partially closed — as the phyaician would say — 
by first intention, bnt the center of the wonnd 
-coald not be heated. Gen. Iiee, however, con- 
tinued to press hia winga toward the broken 
center, in the hope that by persistent effort he 
might be able tu expel his adversary and re- 
store his lines completely. Bat the Federal 
commander, by maasing hia foroea around the 
protrudisg angle and concentrating the fire of 
his immense columns upon that point, auccess- 
fuUy resisted every attempt to close the breach, 
.and ever and anon himself thrust forward his 
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right or left, in the vaiD hope of retaking that 
part of the lines which the Coufederatee had 
recovered from him. Neither side coald gain 
Any advantage or make any impression upon 
the other, and therefore both settled down to 
their work of death and destraotion. Hour 
after hour the livelong day and far into the 
succeeding night " tbe incessant roll of the vol- 
leying gans " proclaimed the desperate nature 
-of the Uoodjc conflict going on in the " bloody 
angle." 

Fortunately the works at this point were 
strongly traversed and monnted by heavy head 
logs, beneath which the contestants aimed and 
fired, otherwise no living thing could have sur< 
vived for a moment the terrific cross current of 
musket balls, which literally combed the para- 
pets from every point of tbe compass. Around 
this storm center the battle surged and swayed, 
and men fell by scores and hundreds, like 
leaves before an autumn gale. Indeed, so close 
was ttie fight that the rival standards were fre- 
-quently planted on opposite sides of the breast- 
works, and men were seized and dragged across 
the lines as prisoners of war, while the call Co 
surrender was repeated again and again by the 



68 Let's Sharpshooters; or, 

detennioed Coofederatee, each time receiving a 
defiant answer with the same demand. Daring 
the day diversionB were made by both aideB, 
with the hope of relieving the preasnre in the 
center. Wright attacked Anderson on the left 
and was repulsed with heavy loss, while Early, 
who with Hiirs corps was moving to strike the 
Federal flank on the other side, met and de- 
feated Bornsides, who was advancing at the 
same time to attack the Confederate right. 
Still the storm raged with nnabated fnry aroand 
the famous salient nntil a short while before 
daylight on the morning of the 13th, when the 
Confederates snilenly retired, by order of the 
commanding general, to the new line of works 
erected some half a mile in the rear and across 
the base of the salient. 

An incident which illnatrates the fierceness 
of this battle, and which by varions writers has 
received historical notice, may properly be 
mentioned in this connection. A large oak tree, 
eighteen inches in diameter (besides a nam- 
ber of smaller trees of different varieties and 
dimensions), standing some twenty feet or more 
in rear of the Confederate works, was literally 
shot down by the incessant converging* fire of 
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the Federal nmaketry — to the tnith of which 
the writer, as an eye witness of the fact, here 
bears testimony. The traok of the tree is now 
preserved in Washington as a memento of the 
desperate strnggle. 

Gen. McAllister, of the Union army, writes: 
" It was in oar immediate front that the large 
tree was cnt down by rifle balls, the stomp of 
which was exhibited at the Centennial exposi- 
tion at Philadelphia." James L. Bowen, his- 
torian of the thirty- seventh Massaohnsetts 
regiment, says : *' This regiment was in action 
continnally for more than twenty honrs, during 
which time it fired over four hundred rounds 
per man. • • * It was in front of the 
right wing of this regiment, and almost in the 
rear of the apex, that the oak tree, twenty-one 
inches in diameter, was cut down by ballets 
and feli within the Confederate lines. * * * 
The tree fell after midnight, aad after the firing 
had censed everywhere except at this vital 
point." Several men of the twelfth South Caro- 
lina regiment, which occnpied the right of 
the line on the left face and near the tip of the 
angle, were crushed down and severely stnnned 
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by the ]ap of the falling tne, but not perroa- 

nentlj iqjared. 

Swinton writes : " Of all the stm^Ies of thd 
, war, this was perhitpi the fiercest and most 
deadtj. * * * The enemy's most savage sallieB 
Were directed to retake the famons salient, 
which was now beoome an angle of death, and 
presented a spectacle ghastly and terrible." 

The grodnd was literally covered with tbe 
dead and dying, and the water that rippled 
along the trendies from incessant rain, ran red 
with the blood of the slain. In the absence of 
specific orders, the sharpshooters had thrown 
themselves into the line of the brigade at their 
proper intervals and fonght like tigers through- 
oat the straggle, sharing the perils and dividing 
the honors With their sturdy comrades of the 
brigade: and contributing withal their fall 
pro rata of heroic men to the roll of 4R1 fallen 
braves, which constituted the aggregate number 
of casaalties reported in McGkrwan's brigade. 
Indeed, so large was the list of casualties In 
the sharpshooters to this juncture that Gen. 
Wilcox, our division commander, ordered that 
thereafter the sharpshooters should not be re- 
quired to fight in the line of battle, as thereto- 
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fore, except in cases of extreme necetisity, hot 
should confine themselves to their lef^timat^ 
duties as ekirmishers. 

Upon retlriDg from their position in the- 
" bloody adgle," these grimy, Mear eyed ret- 
erana, finding LongstreeCs corps oecnipylng the 
new line of works, went into birooac 8oa« dis- 
tance in their rear, where we wete permitted to 
rest and recnperate. On the afternoon of the 
14th we were moved to tbe little charoh eaftt of 
town, bnt on the next afternoon were ordered 
back and went into position west of the court 
hoase. Here we remained several days await- 
ing tbe movements of the enemy. The sharp- 
shooters again took the front and resnmed their- 
practice upon the enemy's skirmish lines. 

Never was respite more welcome than the- 
comparatire rest tbat followed the tenlblf^ 
battle of ths lath, and which continned dp to 
the 18th, for we had beenmarching'andfighting 
withont interittifflion since the 41fa of May ; and 
onr comfort was materially enhanced by th*- 
snpply of sngar and coffee and other delicacies 
obtained ft-om Federal haversacks daring the 
campaign. These laxnries contribnted ai» 
mnch as any other material agency to recover 
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And sastaia the epirits and physical QQergies 
of the men in a campaign that had taxed both 
to their atmost limit. 

Longstreet's corps had been moved to the 
right, and now lay beyond the Fredericksbnrg 
load, while Ewell occupied the lines in rear of 
the salient. On the morning of the 18th a last 
effort was made to force the lines at the only 
point where prerioas efforts had partially snc- 
-ceeded, and this was destined to a more signal 
failure than any of the other attacks. Under 
-the Are of thirty gans, which swept every ap- 
proach (o BwelPe lines, the attacking force was 
broken and driven back in confusion before it 
-oame within range of our musketry of the line. 
On the next morning it was discovered that 
Oen. Grant had begun his third movement by 
the left flank, and in the afternoon Ewell'a corps 
was thrown round the Federal right to ascer- 
tain the extent of the movement. After a 
severe engagement, which lasted until night, 
Ewell withdrew with some loss. This attack 
delayed Grant's movement for twenty-four 
hours. On the afternoon of the 10th, however, 
while Ewell was engaged in his movement 
■against the Federal right, the sharpshooters 
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were throwD forward to cover the ioterral be- 
tween his right and Hill's left. This brought 
the sharpshooters across the line of works in 
the famons salient, at the very point where wer 
had fonght on the memorable 12th, and 
where the timber had been cat down by Federal 
musketry, as heretofore mentioned ; and while 
here I took it npon myself to measure the 
stamp of the " large oak tree," and fonnd it to 
be exactly fifty-five inches in circamference, or 
a little more than eighteen inches in diameter. 
Bvery tree and bash and ahrab were literaliy 
riddled with ballets. The groand was covered 
with the debris of battle. Smalt arms of every 
variety, bent and broken, with every conceiv- 
able article of accoutrement and clothing, were 
scattered in every direction. Horses lay as 
they fell ; and the bodies of the thousands 
slain, expanding under the process of patre- 
faction, and bursting the thin covering of earth 
which had been thrown upon them in their 
hasty burial, emitted a stench that was almost 
stilling. The whole scene wasaperfect picture of 
gloom, destruction and death — a very Golgotha 
of horrors. For the next two days the sharp- 
shooters, like the "Fierce Demoniac," lived 
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among the tombs and deserted Federal breast- 
works, driring their rear gnard from one posi- 
tion after another nntil late in the afterooon of 
the 21st, when they made an obstinate stand, 
covering the honse which had been occnpiedby 
Gen. Warren as his headqoartere. Their posi- 
tion was a strong one and well fortified, bnt we 
thoaght it conld be carried. So adjusting onr 
lines to the work in hand, we gathered np onr 
fall strength and sonnded the charge. Instantly 
the whole battalion sprang forward, stormed 
over the breastworks, and swept the field of the 
last trace of the Union army in onr front. The 
troops of the line, in the meantime, had been 
shifted from left to right, and now the race be- 
gan for a position on the banks of the North 
Anna. 



CHAPTER V. 



BATTLE OP HANOVER JUNCTION, OR 
JERICHO PORD. 



And when the fiffht becomes a chase, 
Those win the daj that win the race, 
And that which woold not pass In fisbta 
Has done the feat with easy flights. 

— BrXLBR. 

The conscloQSDess of personal courage, which 
alone had animatecl the members of the bat- 
talion at the opening of tlie campaign, and 
which soon extended to the comrades de ^ataille, 
or groups of font, now embraced the entire 
command, and, as BancroAi said of Morgan's 
Scotch-Irish riflemen, the sharpshooters were 
"fashioned into one life, one energy and one 
action." When ordered into the fight they 
moved as a nnit. No skirmish line, or force of 
eqaal numbers, conld withstand the momentum 
of one of their headlong charges ; and even a 
line of battle was often made to sqninn, and 
sometimes to break, under the fiery impact of 
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their splendid etpHt de corps. To hold Avm 
In control in presence of the enemy, and to re- 
Blmin them from puriuing a broken eolnmn 
^eyoiwi the llmite of safety, constitnted the 
plnotjMil difficnlties experienced by their oB- 
<vt* in the management of thia gallant corpa. 
^«,1 thefr wckless impetuosity on the field 
xsi«ihs^ \\w needless sacrifice ofmanyabraTe 
w»*H, wl^Mw wrvices were afterwards needed, 
t'*«> »*^H* wiei**l, in the ptoseouUon of the 
t'^uvUu^ >v&\''rt«nii and nnremitting camp^gn. 
vSk,. vMvwK.\ *Us»w Wled to stand the test of 
. 1 t^ku V ^^^^ hx» (Mav^ vae promptly sapplied 

'. \w. *.*** NUx^t^xvH K Uawihora and Berry 
u. .ij.'n itt.v »»*"V*»U yAMMwtwIoned scouts of 
lU. i»...^u-« k-«.^ \«>MxMv>^ xfttuaMe eervice to 
iU. mnu tn ^mhvv*i«4 tuU^AUMtUvH ftyrthecom- 
i».oi'Mh>^ ««>(«t<i(|l «• U' iho iK>4UiU«u «Hd more- 
ttii'Uia >>('tUo fu«ui.v, Wth iu the Wllderueeaand 
uvt luuii tiputtu^ Ivauia oourt house. Their discov- 
cries were always promptly reported toGten. Lee, 
and had their Influence upon the movements of 
the army. They were sometimes too reckless 
in Iheir adventures, and subjected themselves 
to dangers not contemplated in their commie- 
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sioDB and beyond the neceBsities of the service. 
They operated not only closely upon the front 
and flanks of the Union army, observing critic- 
ally their position and movements, bnt fre- 
quently entered their lines and conversed Inti- 
mately with the Federals themselves with regard 
to the progress and prospects of the campaign. 
On one sach occasion (I believe it was the night 
of the 10th of May) they went into the Federal 
lines, and after gathering all the information 
they conld get, Benson monnted a general's 
horse, a magnificent animal, and right before 
their eyes deliberately rode him off into the 
Confederate lines, while Hawthorn retired 
from a different part of their lines afoot. Both 
landed safely within oar lines and reported. A 
few nights later they attempted the same thing, 
when Benson was canghl, and for six long 
months was held in restless confinement in a 
Northern prison, from which he made his e8cai}e 
by tunneling some time ia the fall or early part 
of the SQcceeding winter, and rejoined hie com- 
mand in the trenches before Petersburg. Haw- 
thorn was not so unfortnnate, but succeeded 
in eluding detection and returned to our lines 
in due time— ever afterwards a wiser and more 
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cautions scout. BeDson's place was filled by 
his brother, B. E. Bbdsod, and the campaign 
progressed. 

Gten. Grant having received heavy reinlorce- 
ments, again disappeared from onr firont and 
began his tbird movement by the left flank. 
Bnt Gen. Lee, with his nsnal alertness, had his 
depleted colnmns in motion the instant Q^rant be- 
gan to move. Gen. Ewell led the van, followed 
by Anderson, with Hill's corps bringing np the 
rear. McGowan's brigade, now nnder command 
of Col. Brown, of the fourteenth South Carolina 
regiment, took up the line of march soon after 
dark on the night of the 31st, and continued 
the march antil after midnight, when it went 
into bivonac. I had been seized with a violent 
form of dysentery and had to retire from the 
front, and hence the command of the sharp- 
shooters devolved npon Capt. Brunson. Re- 
snming the march at daylight the next morn- 
ing, the brigade crossed the North Anna in the 
afternoon on a bridge near Noel's Station, and 
went into bivouac about a mile beyond the 
liver. " Lee bad the inside track this time, as 
the Telegraph road on which he moved was the 
direct route, while Grant had to swing round un 
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the arc of a circle of which this was the chord." 
So that when Q^rant approached the north hank 
of the river on the morning of the 23rd, he 
found thai hie third movement against the line 
of Lee's commnnicatioaB had been completely 
cironmvented. There stood his opponent with 
forty-five thonaand masketa, occupying a strong 
poaitioQ on high groand south of the river, cov- 
ering Hanover Junction. The hammering pro- 
cess was again hie only alternative, so Grant 
got his mallets ready. McGowan's brigade 
continaed the marcb toward the Junction on 
the morning of the SSrd, hat had not reached 
the position on the line it was designed to oc- 
cupy, when it was suddenly halted. Gen. 
Warren, who commanded tbe Federal right, 
had succeeded in driving off the small cavalry 
force which guarded the crossing at Jericho 
Ford, and had crossed his whole corps to the 
south side of the river, and was taking position 
on the Confederate left. Gen. W. H. F. Lee, 
who commanded the cavalry on that flank, un- 
der a misapprehension of the strength of this 
movement, reported a small Federal force south 
of tbe river, and McGowan's brigade was or- 
dered to report to Lee. When the brigade 
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reached the position occapled by the cavalry, 
the rifle regiment was ordered forward to make 
a reconnoissance. Capt. Cothran, who com- 
manded the regiment, promptly advanced, but 
had gone but a short distance when he encoun- 
tered a heavy force of Federal infantry, and his 
regiment was driven back in confasion. Call- 
ing the sharpshooters, Col. Brown ordered 
Branson to advance and feel the enemy. Noth- 
ing daanted by the failare of Cothran'e experi- 
ment, Brnnson moved to the front and deployed, 
and the feeling process now began. Cantioasly 
advancing antil the Federals were fnlly discov- 
ered, then delivering a volley and soanding the 
charge, the sharpshooters went crashing 
through their lines like an Alpine avalanche, 
dispersing the force and capturing a number of 
prisoners. Again resuming their carefulness, 
the sharpshooters continued the advance until 
a second and much stronger line was disoov- 
ered, posted in an old roadbed on a command- 
ing ridge in an old field, thinly clad in scrubby 
pines and broomsedge, and halted. The light 
division was now brought up and formed, with 
Lane's brigade on the right, McGowan in the 
center, and Thomas on the left. Scales's brigade 
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Was held in reserve. It waa now aboat 6 o'clock 
in the aftemooQ, and the aharpshooterB were 
again ordered to drive in the Federal advance 
line and prepare the field for action. Accord- 
ingly BmaBOD led his men acroaa the ravine in 
front, and ordered them to dispose of the Fed- 
eral sharpshooters on short notice, which they 
did, sending them flying throogh the pines and 
broomsedge ap the hill to their front line in the 
old roadbed. Withont hesitation Brnnson at- 
tacked and carried this line, and engaged their 
second line, which was covered by a strong line 
of earthworks at the edge of the woods, and be- 
hind which the first line rallied and formed. 
The division now advanced to the attack. The 
assault was gallantly made and vigoroasty 
maintained by the Confederates, and as gal- 
lantly met and repelled by the Federals until 
long after nightfall, when the firing ceased and 
the division was withdrawn. The sharpshooters 
were left in position to cover the withdrawal, 
and continued their lonely vigils the livelong 
night, while the division retired to a well fa- 
vored position near Anderson's Station, where 
the commanding general had planted his left, 
and where he designed to make the fight. 
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About daylight on the morniDg of the 34th 
Braneoa awang back his left flank and retired 
at the lan, back to cover of the woods behind 
him, pnrsned by a heavy line of infantry. The 
inetaot they reached the woods the sharpBhoot- 
ers turned and opened on their pnrsners. The 
Federals continaed their advance, bnt with 
abuDdant caution, while the sharpshooters 
stubbornly contested every inch of the ground 
back to the station. For four mortal hours this 
gallant corps detained the Federal lioe of battle 
in a belt of timber not exceeding three miles 
wide. The incessant cry of their deadly rifles, 
rising ft-om the depths of the forest and falling 
upon the ears of their comrades of the line — at 
first faintly, and by slow degrees more and more 
plainly, as they slowly fell back — proclaimed 
the obstinacy of their resistance to the Federal 
advance. At length, reaching a point some 
four hnndredyardsinfrontof the lineof battle, 
the sharpshooters made a stand in a strong po- 
sition and effectually held up the advancing 
line. 

Meanwhile Hancock had succeeded in over- 
powering a small detachment of Kersbaw's 
division, and crossed the river below, and now 
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confronted AndersoD and Ewell on the Confed- 
erate right, while Wright had crossed above 
and with Warren confronted Hill's corps on the 
left. The two wings of the Union army were 
CD the sonth side of the river, bat there was no 
connection between them. Lee had parposely 
thrown back his flanks and let them cross on 
either side, while he held the river between. 
Bomside, who confronted Lee's center, threw 
forward a strong division against the sharp 
angle, in the hope that he might gain a foothold 
on the sonth bank of the river and establish 
connection between the severed wings of the- 
Union army, but was driven back by Mahone 
with heavy loss. "The game of war seldom 
presents a more effectnal checkmate than wafr 
here given by Lee. For after G-rant had made 
the brilliantly saccessftil passage of the North 
Anna, the Confederate commander, thraeting 
his center between the two wings of the Army 
of the Potomac, pnt his antagonist at an enor- 
mous disadvantage, and compelled him, for the 
reinforcement of one or the other wing, to make 
a doable passage of the river." Whereas, Lee 
coald readily transfer hie troops from one wing 
to the other across the narrow space betweea 
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them whenerer Decessary; and but for the 
necessity of ecoDomy in men — and ezpectioK 
the Federals to attack — Gten. Lee could have 
rulaed the Union army right here. Gen. Grant 
saw the point, and after a formidable demon- 
atratioD withdrew his army dariog the night of 
the 2eth to the north bank of the rirer, and 
moved again by the left flank down the river — 
-defeated without a battle. 

Brnnson aaya: "During the night of the 
S5lh the enemy made several attempts to cap- 
ture our lines, with his usual success ; and 
finally, when drowned ont of their pits daring 
a thunder storm and giving ns a view of their 
heads, we drove them back upon their main 
line." 

The brigade lost in this engagement, includ - 
ing the oasnalties in the battalion, 311 officers 
and men — killed, wounded and missing; and 
among the missing Col. J. N. Brown, the brig- 
ade commander, who was captured in the fight 
of the S3d. Lieut. Col. J. F. Hunt, being the 
senior officer present, took command of the 
brigade. 

On the morning of the 27th it was discov- 
ered that the Army of the Potomac had disap- 
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peared from Lee's front, and was already on its 
march for the Pamoakey rirer at Hauovertown, 
where the leading division had crossed early is 
the day. 



> 



CHAPTER VI 



TILT ON THE TOTOPOTOMOY AT AT- 

LBE'S, AND BATTLE OP COLD 

HARBOR. 



Ceaae to consult, the time for action calls; 

War, horrid war, approaches to jour walls. 

—Pops. 
The Confederates began to more at once to 
liead off their opponents. Grosaiog Littld river 
And South Anna, Lee harried forward his army 
toward Atlee's Station, on the Central railroad, 
where he arrived early on the morning of the 
S8th, and formed his lines in a strong position 
fronting the Totopotomoy creek. Gen. Wade 
Hampton had succeeded the lamented Stnart 
{who, it will be remembered, had been mortally 
woQDded in a cavalry engagement at Yellow 
Tavern on the 11th, and had subsequently died), 
and now commanded Lee's cavalry corps. 
Hampton planted a strong division of cavalry, 
under Fitzhngh Lee, across the main line of 
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approach to the army at Atlee'B, at Haw'B ahop» 
between the Totopotomoy and Pamonkey, and 
here foaght snccessfally one of the severest 
cavalry engagements of the war. Sheridan was- 
defeated, bat the Federal infantry coming np, 
Hampton retired, and the two armies again 
confronted each other on the banks of the- 
Totopotomoy. 

The aharpshooters again took the front and 
reanmed their rifle practice npon the Federal 
lines. Grant had evidently grown sick of his- 
hammering process, and here concealed his. 
mallets and resorted to a game of small 
strategy. For two days there was constant, 
shifting of troops in the Confederate front, with 
now and then, and here and there, a demonstra- 
tion. Bat G^n. Lee was master of the situation. 
and readily confronted his adversary at every 
point. Again thwarted in his attempt to thrast 
bis army between Lee and the Confederate- 
capital, Cten. Grant moved off by the left flank,. 
with the battlefield of Cold Harbor aa bis ob- 
jective point. 

Gen. Long writes with regard to the movements, 
of the Union army : " Proceeding on his march 
from the Pamonkey, Grant foand his advance- 
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apOB Richmond again arrested by Lee, who 
awaited him on the Totopotomoy, in the neigh- 
borhood of MechanicBville and Atlee's Station. 
Grant did not attempt at this point to force hi» 
opponent from his path, bat moved slowlj by 
his left flank toward the Chickahominy, while 
Lee, by a similar movement by his right, kept 
pace with him and constantly confronted him 
at erery stage, nntil the flank of each army 
rested on the Chickahominy on the first day of 
Jane. The old battlefield of Cold Harbor was 
again occapied by the contending forces, 
though in an inverse order ; and was about to 
become the theater of a second conflict more 
desperate than the first." 

When Gten. Lee moved from Atlee'a Station, 
however, Sergt. B. K. Benson writes: "The sharp- 
shooters were left in position facing the enemy, 
with instrnctions to hold the position at all haz- 
ards nntil night. The line occapied was on a 
commanding ridge, covered with heavy timber, 
which broke off abruptly in front into a short 
valley below, then gradually rose again to 
another hill of equal height beyond. The 
Federal sharpshooters occupied this hill in 
strong force, well protected by rifie pits. Sev- 
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eral timRB daring the day they made ineffectaal 
attempts to dialodfte as, and aa many timea were 
repelled and forced back to their rifle pits. 
Late in the afternoon orders were received to 
withdraw quietly and follow the army. To 
save himself from the annoyance of porsnit, 
Oapt. BrQDBoa determined to drive the Federal 
pickets from their position by a dash and then 
retire. So the order was given, and abont dark 
the aharpahooters descended the hill into the 
valley, and after rectifying their alignment 
soanded the charge, and at a fall ran mounted 
the hill in front, cheering and firing as they 
advanced, stormed the Federals ont of their 
works and drove them in confusion into the 
darkness beyond, capturing a number of pris- 
oners and considerable spoil. Among others 
was a noble specimen of Yankee soldier, who 
feailessly asserted his honest convictions as to 
the final results of the war, and supported his 
views with such potency of argument that the 
officers, fearing the effect of hia reasoning upon 
some of the men, harried him off with other 
prisoners to the rear under guard. The bat- 
talion was vrithdrawn without molestation, and 
r«|Joined the brigade." 
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Brnnson himself, writiag of the same period, 
condenses hie report into a single paragraph, 
and modeatly says : '* We were at onr asnal 
trade, marching, watching, fighting, somewhere 
on the face of the earth in the State of Vir- 
ginia, between Hanover Junction and the old 
battlefield of Cold Harbor." 

SECOND BATTLE OP COLD HARBOR. 

The two great armies of the civil war again 
confronted each other on the historic field of 
Cold Harbor. The army of Northern Virginia, 
with the reinforcements of Breckinridge's, 
Hoke's and Pickett's divisions, nomberedaboat 
00,000 men, while the Army of the Potomac, re- 
inforced by the eighteenth army coips from 
Bntler's army and other troops, notwithstand- 
ing its enormous losses, still nnmbered 140,000 
men. Lee occupied the lines from which Mo- 
Clellan was driven two years before, vrith hie 
back upon Richmond, while Grant confronted 
him, with his face turned longingly towards 
the Confederate capital. Hancock held the 
Federal left, Wright and Smith the center, and 
Warren and Burnside the right. Hill's corps, 
with Breckinridge's division, confronted H&n- 
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cock and Wright oa the Confaderate right ; 
LongBtreet in the center confronting Smith, and 
En'ell oa the left confronting Warren and Barn- 
side. McGowan'B brigade occupied the right 
of Hill's corps and the extreme right of the 
Confederate lines, holding the last shoulder of 
the ridge which rises from the Chickahominy 
swamp on McClellan's military road. Both 
armies spent the first and second days of Jane 
in erecting fortifications and making general 
preparations for the impending conflict, with 
now and then a slight collision barren of re- 
salts. The Confederate lines ran in general 
directions north and sonth, bat the works were 
angatar throaghoat ; so that no line could ap- 
proach the front without snbjecting itself either 
to a converging fire, or to both a direct and en- 
filading fire at the same time. Ko doubt prep- 
arations on the other side were just as formid- 
able and complete; but Gen. Lee wonld not 
make but awaited the assaalt. 

Accordingly, on the morning of the 3d, with 
the seemiag intention of blotting out the mem- 
ory of the defeat of the Federal arms on the 
former occasion. Gen. Grant massed the flower 
of his army for battle, and on they came. " The 
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battle that sacceeded was one of the most des- 
perately contested and marderons engage- 
ments of the war. Along the whole Federal 
line a simaltaneoas assaalt was made on the 
Confederate works, and at every point with the 
same disaatroua results. Rank after rank was 
swept away until the columns of assault were 
almost auaihilated. Attack after attack was 
made, and men fell in myriads before the mur- 
derous fire of the Coufederates. While Hill 
Breckinridge, Anderson and Pickett repulsed 
Ctraot's desperate assaults oa the right. Early, 
with Bodes, 0ordon and Ramseaur on the left, 
successfally opposed Burnside and Warren. 
In the brief space of oue hour the bloody bat- 
tle of the 3d of June, 1884, was over, and 13,000 
dead and wounded lay in front of the lines, be- 
hind which little more than 1000 of the Confed- 
erate forces had fallen." Grant ordered a re- 
newal of the attack shortly afterwards, but the 
men, silently protesting against the useless 
slaughter to which they bad been subjected, 
refused to move. Thas the secoQd great bat- 
tle of Cold Harbor was ended, and the curtain 
dropped upon the fifth and last act of Grant's 
bloody drama, "On to Richmond," by the 
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OTerland ronte. That part of the line ooonpied 
by McGowan's brigade waa not attacked, and 
hence the sharpshooters had nothing to do bat 
guard the front and gather np fragments of 
Hancock's broken colamns as thej scattered 
oat and came within their grasp. 

"Bat the Jane of 1864," says a certain 
Northern writer, " foand Grant almost in sight 
of the city, apon the very groand which MoClel- 
lan had held on the banks of the Chickahominy 
two years before. Fonr times he had changed 
the line of operations, chosen in obedience to 
Lincoln's strong desire, on which he had de- 
clared his intention to fight it out on this line 
if it takes all summer. Four times he had re- 
coiled from the attempt to force his way direct 
to iha rebel capital, for his indomitable and 
watchAil adrersary ever barred the way. Once 
more, on the morning of Jane 3d, he flnng his 
masses fiercely against the line held by Lee, 
which ran across the very field of battle where 
that general had won his first triumph over 
McClellan. The result was so fearful and use- 
less a slaughter that, according to the chief 
Union historian, when later in the day orders 
were issued to renew the assault, the whole 
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army, correctly appreciating what the in- 
evitable result would be, eilently disobeyed." 
* * • "Not even the vaat resonrces on which 
he had power to draw coald spare long 20,000 
men a week for the continuance of the experi- 
ment. He had lost in the first three weeks of 
battle with Lee 60,000 men; and as Lee had 
commenced the campaign with only 63,000, 
Grant could not but reflect that had their armies 
been eqaal Lee wonld not have left him a vestige 
of bis army with which to retreat." 



CHAPTER VII. 



BATTLE OP RIDDLE'S SHOPS. 



Be stirring' as the time ; be fire with fire ; 
Threaten the threat'ner, and outface the brovr 
Of braggiaff horror : So shall inferior e;ea, 
That borrow their behaviors from the great, 
Grow great by jour example, and put on 
The danntleas spirit of resolution. 

— SHAEB9PKARS. 

Grant now determiDed to lay siege to the 
Gonfederate capital and accompliab its down- 
fall by the slow process of inveatmeDt, which 
he liad most signally failed to do in a deter- 
. mined campaign of more than thirty days in 
the open field, and so began the movement of 
his troops to that end. On the 7tb of Jane, 
Sheridan with two divisions of cavalry was 
dispatched to cnt the Virginia Central rail- 
road, join Hunter at GharlottsvlUe, and afrer 
cutting off and destroying the sources of Con- 
federate supply in that direction, to rejoin the 
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Army of the Potomac wherever it might 
then be. 

Oq the 10th, Qilmore, with a strong force of 
infantry, and Kantz's diTision of cavalry were 
dispatched from Batler'e army to capture 
Petersburg and to destroy the railroads there, 
together with the bridges across the Appomat- 
tox, thus to aever the lines of communication and 
sources of supply in that direction. Both the8& 
expeditions failed. 6en. Smith, with the 
eighteenth army corps, was next ordered to 
Petersburg by water, via the White House, in 
the hope that he might reach there before the 
Confederates were aware, and capture the city 
in advance of the army. This expedition also 
failed. 

Od the 13th, Warren's corps and Wilson's 
cavalry crossed the Chickahominy at Long 
Bridge and moved to White Oak Swamp to 
cover the passage of the other corps to the 
James. The advance corps of the Federal 
column oroased the James river for Petersburg 
at Charles City court house and Wilcox's 
Landing on the 13th, followed by a large part 
of Grant's army. 
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G«n. Lee, of course, was advised of ttaesft 
moTemeats the Instant they began, and promptly 
reinforoed Beauregard who was in oommand at 
Petersburg. At the same time he began to 
crowd and harass Gram's rear. The Confed- 
erate cavalry and the several battalions of 
sharpshooters hnng like a festering iucnbas 
npon the retiring Unionists, persistently annoy- 
ing their colnmns, and ever and anon precipi- 
tating a sharp engagement — driving in their 
covering detachments and captnring their men. 
About this time Qen. James Connor, of 
Charleston, S. C, was temporarily assigned to 
the command of the brigade (G}«n. McCJowan 
being still disabled by wonnds received at 
Spottsylvania oonrt honse), and on the morning 
of the 18th, at the request of Capt. Branson,, 
relieved the sharpshooters from dnty for one 
day, to wash their shirts, which had not been 
off their backs for more than five weeks. They 
had abont gotten their washing under good 
headway when they were ordered to assemble 
and prepare to move at once. The battalion 
was promptly formed and moved off, followed 
by the brigade, and after a march of some 
twelve miles throngh the woods and along ob- 
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score bypatha, the aharpBhootera reached the 
Charles City road at or near Riddle's Shops. 
Here they met Gten. G(ary'a brigade of cavalry 
■in fall retreat before a heavy line of Federal 
anfantry. 

Gen. Connor ordered the sharpahooters to 
advance and feel the enemy, bat be very can- 
tioas and not go beyond sapporting diataace 
from the brigade, which wonld follow in line of 
Hbattle. The battalion advanced at once, sup- 
ported by one company of the line from the 
fourteenth regiment in rear of the right flank. 
■It met the Federal skirmishers as they slowly 
.parsned the retiring horsemen, and drove them 
back apon their main line, which was posted 
behind an improvised line of breastworks bailt 
of earth and fence rails. The company in re- 
serve was now ordered np ; bnt before it coald 
be brought into line, the aharpahooters, led by 
Hasell, whose company extended beyond the 
Federal left, swnng forward his right, and strik- 
ing the enemy in flank drove him from cover. 

The whole line now moved forward, and 
' despite their obstinacy, drove the Federals 
throagh the woods mile after mile to their 
-original position, recovering all the groand 
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that Gary had lost. AlJodt' ^osat Gtea. Con- 
nor ordered the battalion to halt •and:4jg rifle 
pits. The position on which the sharpQhooters 
were ordered to halt was not at all satisfacter}!.'^ 
to Gapt. BrnnsoQ, who diacoTered some dis- 
tance in front a mach more eligible position 
for a permanant line — a wooded hill which was 
still in the hands of the enemy ; and therefore 
dispatched a coarier to Qen. Coanor for per- 
mission to charge the hill. Before the coarier 
had time to obtain the order and return, the 
position was carried and the enemy driven 
back npon a second and more formidable line 
sapported by a section of artillery. Here they 
rallied and made a stand. The two battalions 
of ScEiles and Tliomas now came into line on- 
Branson's left; and, together, the three 
battalions advanced to the attack. The 
Ft^derala received the sharpshooters with a gall- 
ing fire from the fall length of their line, and 
tnrned loose their artillery with grape and can- 
ister at short range. 

Onward moved the beantifal line through the 
leaden storm that swept the face of the hill, 
until it was almost lost to view in the smoke of 
the enemy's gana. So close waa the fight that,. 
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viewed Arom<4 £^tance, the contending lines 
seemed tOQiei^, and tor a moment the issnes 
seemed.' doabtfal ; bnt the Confederates were 
.'.determined. At this oridoal moment Haeell 
again switng forward hia right across the road 
and strack the enemy squarely in flank, crush- 
ing their line and closing upon their artillery, 
which was almost within his grasp, when they 
broke and fled the fleld in erery direction. 
The artillery made its escape by the opposite 
end of the road, which, bnt for the failnre of 
the left battalion to seize the road as Hasell had 
done, would have fallen into onr hands and 
completed the already brilliant affair. 

Night intervened and the sharpshooters were 
withdrawn. 

Qen. A. P. Hill had witnessed the operations 
of the day and complimented the battalion 
very highly for the splendid successes 
achieved. 

The losses of the brigade in the battles of 
Cold Harbor and Riddle's Shops, which fell 
almost exclnsively upon the sharpehootera, 
were only twenty-five men. 



CHAPTER VIII. 



FIRST BATTLES OF PETERSBURG; BEAU- 
REGARD IN COMMAND. 



■" Soldiers of the South 1 Defenders of our soil I 
Who from destnction save us; who from spoil 
Protect the sons of peace, who traffic or-who toil ; 
Would I could dul; praise jon, that each deed 
Tour foes might honor, and jour friends might read." 

By this time the entire army had been with- 
drawn from the lines of Cold Harbor, and now 
extended from the sonth bank of the Chicka- 
faominy on the left to the neighborhood of Mal- 
vern Hill on the right. On the 15th of June 
McGowan'B brigade was advanced a few hun- 
dred yards and fortified — the sharpshooters in 
front, bnt not distarbed. Here the troops en- 
joyed for a few days a restfol respite from the 
ardaoos dnties of the campaign. Bnt the con- 
stant exposure to san and rain, scant rations, 
lack of clothing, miserable water, miasma of 
the swamps, and constant anxiety for the con- 
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tinned aaccess of oar arms, had began to tell 
opon the health of the men. Nambers of them 
were attacked with malarial fever, dysentery 
and other forma of diseaae, and had to retire 
from the front ; some aerer more to retorn. 

On the afternoon of the 17th the light divi- 
Bion, in obedience to ordera, marched off in the 
direction of the James river, went into bivooac 
about dark, resamed the march at daylight the 
next morning, croaaed the river on the pODtoona 
at Drnry's Bluff, and harried on, aa for the life 
of the Southern Confederacy, toward Petera- 
bnrg. The amall force nnder Beaaregard had 
been confronted by the eighteenth anny corps 
nnder Smith and other Federal troops A-om 
Batler'a army on the 16th. Hancock and 
Wright had joined Smith on the day following, 
and the entire Union army seemed to be con- 
centrating upon the lines of Petersburg. Al- 
ready a part of Beauregard's oater line bad 
yielded to the weight of (grant's superior col- 
umns, and the second and interior line attacked. 
It therefore behooved the Southern commander 
to hurry forward bis troops with- all possible - 
dispatch to the rescue. 
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The boom of distant cannon sainted the ears 
of the light division the moment it emerged 
from the valley of the James, and continued at 
intervals throughout the day, as the division 
pressed forwud toward the scene of action. 
The spirit of lofty patriotism alone enstained 
the men as they straggled on throagh clonds of 
-dust, under a burning sun, in great distress, to 
the point of condict, and the exceeding scarcity 
of water along the ronte added no little to the 
snffering endured on this hurried march. The 
head of the colnmn met a train of box cars 
about five miles out, and as many as were up 
mounted the train and were soon landed in the 
city. Others came in during the night, and 
others still, of less physical energy, did not Te> 
port nntil some time the next day. The divi- 
sion reached Petersburg late in the afternoon 
of the 18th, marched through the city to the 
front, and went into position on the right of our 
line. The right of McQ-owan'a brigade rested 
on or near the Weldon railroad. The sharp- 
shooters were ordered to the front and took 
position some fonr hundred yards in advance 
of the brigade, enjoyed a good night's rest, and 
were ready for business the next morning. 



io6 Let^i Sharpshooters; or, 

Kershaw's division had arrived early in (he 
morning of the 18th, about 6000 strong, and two 
hoora later Field's division, of about the aame 
strength, bad nuuvhed into Petersburg. 

The arrival of these reinforcements surprised 
the enemy and saved the city. Other troops 
followed the light division, and very soon our 
lines of defense were complete. 

The past several days constituted an exceed- 
ingly critical period for the Confederates in 
their great struggle for independence ; and, but 
for the masterful genius of Oen. Lee and the 
stardy valor of his veteran battalions, the 
Southern cause mast have suffered. 

The city of Richmond was nniversally recog- 
nized as the grand objective of the Federal 
commander, notwithstanding the energy with 
which he pressed his heavy columns against 
the lines of Petersburg. These demonstrations 
were regarded at first by the Confederate com- 
mander as so many movements in strategy to 
divert him from his purpose to defend the Con- 
federate capital, and to scatter his forces, that 
the gates might fall ^ar and the downfall of 
our citadel be accomplished before he was aware. 
And there is but little doubt that these sar- 
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mises were correct as to the incipiency of thia 
movement. But his sad experieaoea at Gold 
Harbor and the foilare of Batler'a morement 
from Bermada Hundred, led Oen. G-rant ta 
convert hia ruse de guerre into a genuine pnr> 
pose to reduce Fetersborg. 

Qen. Beanregard was in command of the 
Confederate forces confronting Bntler between 
the rivers and covering Petersburg. He had 
only about 2000 men south of the Appomattox 
when the eighteenth army corps under Smith 
confronted him east of the city on the 16th of 
June ; and these were largely transient troops 
and local militia, drawn oat to a thread and 
covering a line of some four or five miles In 
length. Smith advanced to the attack abont 
8 o'clock in the morning, but waa met by theae 
untrained Confederates with the resolute forti- 
tnde of veterans, and repulsed. Smith rein- 
forced his columns of assault and repeated his 
attacks again and again ; and as many times 
was driven back with heavy loss. The enemy, 
continuing to mass Ms columns toward the 
center of the Confederate lines, pressed it more 
and more, concentrating his heaviest assanlts 
upon batteries five, six and seven. Thinned oat 
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and exhaaeted as they were, the heroic Confed- 
erates resisted stili, with sooh nnflinchiog 
BtabboraneBB as to equal the veterans of the 
Army of Northern Virginia. Shortly after 7 
o'clock p. m. the enemy entered a raviDe 
between batteries six and seven, flanked battery 
five and made a breach in onr lines. The full 
of Petersburg seemed inevitable. 

Meanwhile the serioasness of the situation 
had induced (}en. Beauregard to call for rein- 
forcements again and again, which were not 
furnished ; and the alternative was upon him, 
either to withdraw troops from Butler's front, 
between the rivers, or give up Petersburg. He 
elected to hold Peterabu^, and therefore 
ordered Hoke to report at once with his 
splendid division, which be did, and soon 
marched into the dty. These reinforcements 
were shown their position, on a new line, a 
short distance In rear of the oaptnred works, 
and were kept busy, with the other troops, all 
night in throwing up breastworks. 

Strange to say, Gen. Smith contented himself 
with breaking the outer Confederate lines, and 
attempted nothing further that night. Stranger 
still was his inaction since Qen. Hancock with 
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his strong and well equipped second armj corps 
had reached the city soon after dark. A little 
later in the night Q«q. Beauregard ascertained 
that Qen. Barnside with the ninth Federal corps 
was approaching the lines of Petersburg. He 
further ordered Gfeii. Buahrod Johnson to with- 
draw from Butler's front and march his division 
as rapidly as possible to the assistance of 
Petersburg, Johnson reported with his division 
early on the morning of the 16th. Beauregard 
now had an effective force of about 10,000 men, 
which were confronted, after the arrival of 
Bnrnside, by three fall Federal army corps, 
which mustered some 6S,000 veterans. 

Fortunately this heavy force was held inac- 
tive during the day and did not attack until 6 
o'clock in the afternoon. The Federals then - 
attacked with considerable vigor. The Con- 
federates met them with great fortitude and re- 
pulsed them again and again for three mortal 
hours. Finally Btrney's division of Hancock's 
corps broke iiito a part of our lines and effected 
a lodgement. The contest was continued with 
varying results long after nightfall, with ad- 
vantage to the Confederates on the left and 



tio Lee's Sharpshooters; or, 

some serious loss od the right. It then slack- 

enecl and fpradaally came to an end. 

In the meantime Batler had advanced £rom 
Bermuda Hnndred, seized and occupied the 
Confederate works between the rivers, and War- 
ren's corps had been added to the forces in 
front of Petersburg. The enemj now con- 
fronted the 10,000 Confederates with an army 
of some 60,000 men. Hostilities were resumed 
early on the morning of the 17th. 

Here quoting from Qen. Beauregard : '^ Three 
times were the Federals driven back, but they 
as often resumed the offensive and held their 
ground. About dusk a portion of the Confed- 
erate lines was broken and the troops in that 
quarter were about to be thrown into a panic, 
•which might have ended in irreparable disaster, 
when happily • • » Oracle's brigade of John- 
son's division, consisting of about twelve hun- 
dred men * * * came np from Chaffin's Bluff, 
whence, at last, the war department had or- 
dered it to move. It was promptly and oppor- 
tunely thrown into the gap on the lines and 
drove back the Federals, captnring abont two 
thousand priaoners. The conflict raged with 
great fury until after 11 o'clock at night." 
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When the Federals had become qaiet in his 
froDt, G^en. Beauregard, realizing his inability 
farther to reaist the immense Federal colamiis 
concentrated in his front, and the peril of his 
position, with his inadequate force on hia ex- 
tended lines, determined to withdraw during 
the night to an inner, shorter, stronger and per- 
manent line of works, which had been laid off 
aome distance in rear of his present position. 
Accordingly, a while after midnight, he ordered 
his picket lines advanced as far as possible 
without provoking a conflict, his camp fires to 
be lighted all along his lines, and the greatest 
possible display to be made of his strength 
and determination to continue the struggle at 
this point, then withdrew to his interior lines 
as aforesaid, and spent the remainder of the 
night in strengthening his new position and 
making preparations for a renewal of the con- 
flict in the morning. 

Meanwhile 6en. Lee had become conviDced of 
the seriousness of Grant's designs against 
Petersburg and had sent forward to the support 
of Beauregard the three splendid divisions of 
Kershaw, Field and Wilcox, two of which 
reached Petersburg early on the morning, the 
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third late in the afternoon of the 18th. Before 
theae reinforcements were aaaigned their several 
positions on the. line, Gen. Lee himself ap- 
peared and took command. 

The Federals, however, advanced to the 
attack earlj in the morning, bat when they 
came upon oar deserted oater lines they were 
surprised and disconcerted, and hence called 
a halt to take new bearings. Aboat 13 o'clock 
m., or perhaps a little later, the grand attack 
was made. The immense columns moved for- 
ward in a half hearted, disconnected and des- 
ultory manner, and were repulsed all aloug 
the lines. 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon another grand 
attack was made with Hancock's, Bumside's 
and Warren's fall corps, and, as <j^n. Meade him- 
self says, " Without success." And he adds, 
"Later in the day attacks were made by the 
fifth and ninth corps, with no better results." 

The truth is, that despite the overwhelming 
odds against aa, every Federal assault on the 
18th was met with most signal defeat, 
" attended," aa Swinton says, " with a mournful 
loss of life." This was, in fact, very heavy, 
and exceeded the Confederate loss in the pro- 
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portion of niae to one. Gen. Humphries, of 
Che Union army, in hia Yirjjinia campaign of 
1884 and 1866 places the Union losses at 10,000 
men killed, woanded and missing in the several 
engagements from the 15th to the 18th. 

Qen. Grant seemed to be satisfied that 
farther efforts, at present, against the lines of 
Petersbo^ would prove as disastrous to his- 
armj as previous attacks, and hence addressed 
himself to rectifying, entrenching and protect- 
ing his own lines. Therefore, everything be- 
came quiet in front of Petersburg. When th» 
body of the ^rmy of Northern Virginia had 
concentrated in front of the five army corps- 
of Smith, Hancock, Barnside, Warren and 
Wright, Gen. Beauregard conceived the plan 
of massing the Confederate forces on the banka 
of the Appomattox, east of Petersburg, attack 
and break the Federal right, take tiielr llne» 
in reverse and sweep them out before they 
conid fortify. This plan was suggested to the 
commanding general, but declinefl on the 
ground of the great fatigue of the troops, and 
the fnrther objection that the defensive policy 
theretofore pursned had been so saccessfnl and 
satisfactory, be thoagbt it unwise to change to 
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'the aggressire at this atage of the game. 
Hearen forbid that the hamble author should 
preBome to oriticiee the morements of any of our 
great leaders ia the " lost cause,*' much less to 
tarnish the lustre of a single star that blazes in 
the crown of glory, which, by nniversal verdict, 
has been placed upon the brow of our immortal 
chieftain ; yet, I am constrained to believe that 
this was one of the few errors committed by 
the incomparable Lee. This conception of 
C^n. Beauregard and the distinguished ability 
with which he conducted the defense of Peters- 
burg, if be had done nothing more, is sufficient 
to stamp his name in high relief in the annals 
of oar great struggle among the names of our 
greatest Southern heroes. 

To go back a little : On or abont the 15th 
of June Gten. Lee had despatched Early and 
Breckinridge with a column of about 10,000 
men to meet Gen. Hunter, who with a large 
Federal force was marching up the Shenandoah 
valley toward Lynchburg, laying waste the 
■country as he advanced. Early met Honter in 
front of Lynchburg on the 18th, and sent him 
scurrying down the valley to the Potomac. 
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When Grant eet oat for the James, Lee threw 
a corps of obaerration between turn and Bich- 
moad. Grant moved his troops rapidly in 
order to capture Peterabnrff by a cotfp de main, 
as heretofore recorded. On the night of the 
16th Lee tented on the south side of the James, 
Dear Dmry's Bloff. On the 16th and 17th, his 
troops coming np, he saperintended perxonofZ^ 
the recapture of Beauregard's Bermuda Hnu- 
dred line, which had been seized by Bntler's 
forces as soon as Hoke and Bushrod Johnson 
had been withdrawn. An^er taking the left ot 
the line evacuated by Beauregard, there re- 
maiaed a portion, the approach to which was 
more formidable. The order had been issued 
to Gen. Anderson, commanding the corps, to re- 
take this portion of the lines by joint assault 
of Field's and Pickett's divisions. Soon after- 
wards the engineers, upon a careful reconnoie- 
sance, decided that n good line conld be occu- 
pied without the loss of life which might result 
from the recapture. The order to attack was 
therefore withdrawo. This rescinding order 
reached Field but failed to reach Pickett. 
Pickett's division, therefore, began the assault 
under the first order. The men of Field's divi- 



ii6 Lee's Sharpshooters; or, 

aioD, hearing the firing and seeing Pickett's men 
engaged, leaped from their trenches — first the 
men, then the officers and flag bearers — rushed 
forward and were soon in the formidable 
trenches, which were held by only a small force. 
Oar lines, therefore, were complete and fally 
occupied not only in front of Petersburg, but 
also between the rivers and north of the Jamea 
corering Richmond. 

Both armies were engaged for several days 
in building and strengthening their respective 
lines of protection and defense, with do fight- 
ing save between the sharpshooters and oppos- 
ing picket lines ; so that we had time to cast 
about, take onr bearings and note the attitude 
of the armies and progress of the straggle. 

We found that Butler had been re-bottled at 
Bermuda Hundred, and the bottle re-corked ; 
Hampton had met and defeated Sheridan at 
Fravillians ; Early and Breckinridge had wiped 
the earth with Hunter, liberated the valley, and 
were preparing to invade Maryland ; while liee, 
with Beanregard, Hill and Anderson, for the 
sixth time had efiectually circumvented Grant's 
movements, and now stood between the Union 
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army and the city of P«tersbarg ready for 
battle. 

The pertinacity with which the Federal com- 
mander had pnTBued his parpoae to overwhelm 
and crash Lee, even in the face of failure and 
defeat, had inspired the Federal administration 
with a hope that, with the vast resonrceB of the 
government now pledged to hia support, Cfrant 
woald finally destroy the Army of Northern 
Virginia and seize the Confederate capital. 
And so the siege was laid, the harrowing be- 
gan, and "why should we war without the 
walls of Troy." 

The anti-war element had been silenced or 
coerced, and the great North, now practically 
unit, stood pledged to the overthrow of the 
Southern Confederacy. The earth and the full- 
ness thereof had entered into a qoasi-alliance 
with the Federal gorernment, and even the 
forces of nature were laid under contribution to 
compass the destmction of the South and her 
institations. 

With will and mnscle the spade, pick and 
ax were plied with such vigor that within a 
very few days there sprang up before the Con- 
federates a vast cordon of redoubts of powerful 
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profile, coaaected by hearj iDfantry parapetB, 
Btretcfaicg from the Boath bank of the Appo- 
mattox to the Jemsalem plank road, where 
rested the Federal left. A military railroad 
was constracted for the aapply of the army and 
the rapid transit of troops, beginning at City 
Point and sweeping around the rear of Grant's 
lines their full length. Telegraphic communi- 
cation waa established between the command- 
ing general and every division and corps com- 
mander, for the prompt transmission of orders 
and ins true tiona. 

A tower, like unto that which was built some 
years ago in the laud of Shinar, suddenly rose 
np from the depths of the forest in rear of 
Grant's lines, and stood some 300 feet above 
the tops of the tallest trees, to be occupied by 
some faithful sentinel, and from which to ob- 
serve and report the position and movements 
of the different divisions of the Southern army. 
The interval between the lines, and every 
approach to the more vital points of their 
works, especially, were covered with abatis, 
cheveaux de /rise and other entanglements, to 
stay the Confederates and protect their own 
troops in the event of an attack. And, besides 
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all this, the sappers and minere of Boinside's 
corps were bnsily engaged in the conatmctioa 
of a mine, to be charged with 8000 pounds of 
giant powder, for the porpose of blowing np- 
Fort Elliott — sometimes called Battery Pegrau- 
— which occnpied a strong salient on the Goo- 
federate left center, and supposed to be the 
key to the whole position. 

"Their wits larded with malice, and malice- 
forced with wit," day and night the work went 
on. Notwithstanding these rast preparations 
for the final struggle, and the concentration of 
forces in his front, on the one hand, and the 
depleted ranks of his own army, on the other 
hand — to say nothing of the fatal paralysis 
which had seized upon the extremities of his 
own beloved Sonth land — the great Lee, in the- 
full consciousness of the gravity of the situa- 
tion, moved along the thin lines of his gaunt 
and ragged but spirited battalions with the 
mien of a master in the arts of war — that he 
was — without the least apparent ansiety, as if 
only waiting another opportunity to encounter 
and defeat his adversary ; which he did time 
and again, as his lines were assaulted here and 
there, and day after day, for months to come. 
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The oalm and dignified bearing of their be- 
loved chieftain inspired the men with the same 
iDviocible determination to stand to their 
colors and fight it out to the bitter end. The 
stall of the Army of Northern Virginia was 
never better. 



CHAPTER IX. 



MAHONE'S FIOHT-, SHARPSHOOTERS BN- 
aAGED ; WILSON AND KAUTZ RAID. 



"A tbonsuid glorious actions, tbat might claim 
Triumphant lanreis, and immortai fame. 
Confused in crowds of glorious actions lie, 
And troops of Iieroes nndiatingnisfaed die." 

Oen. Orant, having completed his fortifica> 
tlons to the Jerasalem plank road, as before 
stated, was free to begin tbat Beries of attempta 
against Lee's commnnioations which, despite 
his nnmerona and disastrous failures, he con- 
tinued with slight intermissions to the end. 
And hence, on Tuesday, the 31st day of June, he 
ordered the second and sixth corps to move to 
the left, and, maintaining connection with War- 
ren's left, to swing forward west of the Jerusa- 
lem plank road, and if possible to strike and 
hold the Weldon railroad, while Wilson with 
6000 sabres shoald gallop round the Confed- 
erate right, cut the Weldon railroad farther 
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to the Boath ; thence, sweeping westward, strike 
and sever Lee'a commanicatiooB 1)7 the Sonth 
Side and Danville railroads. The second corps 
nnder Birney, after some sharp skirmishing 
with the Confederate cavalry, aacceeded in tak- 
ing position on Warren's left, and the aixth 
corps, moving ont behind the second, took 
position to the left, bnt some distance in rear, 
with its right slightly covering the left of the 
second corps. Bat the next morning Grant 
discovered such an array of Confederate cavalry 
confronting the sixth corps, that he suspended 
his movement against the railroad and ordered 
Bimey to swing forward his left so as to en- 
velope the Confederate right. Discovering this 
change of plan, and the opportunity the new 
movement would likely afford him to strike his 
opponent a telling blow, Lee ordered Mahone 
to take his own and two other brigades of An- 
derson's division, pass along a certain ravine 
that ran oat from the Confederate right and 
which woald screen him from view, form his 
line in the neighborhood of the Johnson house 
and await Birney's swinging movement. A 
section of artillery was to assist Mahone on the 
left. By the time Mahome had gotten into 
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poaitioD Biruey had so for progressed with his 
moTement— whicli was made without refereQce 
to (be sixth corps, and left an ever widening 
gap betwsen the two lines— that the naked flank 
of the wheeling column stood almost directly 
in front of Mahone's line, inviting attack. The 
gallant Yirginian was not the man to decline a 
good thing ; so, with the suddeoQess and swift- 
ness that startles and paralyzes, Mahone's men 
buret, " like a clap of thnnder on a clear day," 
upon Bimey's flank. A ronsing cheer and a 
pealing volley awoke the echoes of the forest, 
and with a stream of wasting fire the brawny 
veterans swept forward, shrivelling up briKade 
after brigade and division after division as 
lightning shrivels the aatumn leaves. Cleav- 
ing their flery pathway diagonally across 
Birney's front, and spreading dismay and de- 
struction without check, they rolled np the 
second corps and swept it from the field. Four 
pieces of artillery, eight standards and over 
1700 prisoners, besides other trophies, fell into 
the hands of Mahone's men in this brilliant 
afifair. Mahone returned to the lines soon after 
dark. 
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Cr«n. Wilcox was sect out at the same time 
with the light division to relieve oar cavalrj 
and attend to Gen. Wright and the alxth corps, 
bat for some reason, unknown to the writer, 
failed to attack. When the divisioo had 
marched down the Weldon railroad some two 
miles, however, it changed direction to the 
east and approached the position occnpied by 
the sixth corps. The sharpshooters were 
thrown forward and deployed across the nar- 
row country road, along which the division 
moved in colamn of route, and were ordered to 
advance until they reached a small farm house, 
which GK)n. Wilcox discovered some distance in 
tioni. 

The battalion moved forward at once, and 
with difficalty made its way through the tangled 
brushwood. Watson's company soon became 
engaged ; but with his usual promptness and 
gallantry, that accomplished young officer 
drove the enemy's sharpshooters before him, 
slightly breaking his connection with the bat- 
talion; which meeting no opposition on the 
right of the road, outmarched him. When 
Watson recovered bis position on the line, 
however, he had somewhat lost his temper and 
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began to upbraid hia commander and comrades 
on the right for deserting him io the hoar of 
need; bat when they assured him of their con- 
fidence in his ability to take care of himself;, 
and furthermore, that in this instance his actioa 
was so prompt and saccessful, " ihey supposed 
that he had only encountered a flock of wild 
turkeys, which they saw flying from his front," 
he withdrew his complaint, and with a smile' 
on his countenance resumed his place in line. 
Continuing the advance, the battalion soon 
found larger game, well covered by a line of 
breastworks near the farmhouse on which it 
was ordered to advance, and with a right good 
will went at it with a yell and a charge. 

The line of battle from behind the breast- 
works received the charge with a galling fire, 
which surprised the sharpahooters and cansed 
them to stagger and recoil. The assault was 
renewed again and again, and maintained with 
great gallantry by the sharpshooters for more 
than an hour, bat was finally repulsed with 
considerable loss, Gapt. Brunson himself re- 
ceiving a painful wound in the foot, which 
caused him to retire, and from which he was 
disabled for service for some two months. The 
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command of the battalion, therefore, devolved 
apon Oapt. Hasell, who dropped back to a safe 
poaition, from which he coatinaed the fire and 
contented himself with holding the Federal 
Bharpshooters close under their gans. The di- 
vision was withdrawn after dark without a 
fight, and returned to its position on the lines, 
leaving the sharpshootere to cover the move- 
ment. The failure of the light division to 
attack may have been a part of the program : 
to hold the attention of Wright while Mahone 
skinned Birney. 

The enemy soon discovered the absence of 
the division ; and, knowing the insufiiciency 
of the slender line in front, advanced upon 
the sharpshooters and drove them back; 
but not being satisfied with this, conclnded 
to cut them off from the road in their rear 
— which was their only way of escape — and 
captnre the whole command. The darkness 
was intense and the underbrasb thick and 
tangled, yet, when the purpose of the enemy 
was discovered, the sharpshooters delivered a 
stinging volley and made a dash for the road, 
with the Federals npon each flank and close 
upon their heels. A farioue race ensned, in 
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which a nDmber of vicioas curs from the Fed- 
eral UaeB participated, bat the liffbt weighted, 
clean heeled CoDfederatea won by half a neck, 
and made good their escape to the main lioes. 

The brigade loet in this expedition, while 
lying under fire, and in the part plajed by the 
sharpshooters, some thirty-fire or forty men, 
more than half of whom were sharpahooterB. 

On the same day Wilson struck the Weldon 
railroad at Ream's Station and destroyed the 
track for several miles ; then pushed on to the 
South Side railroad. Having sent Kautz to 
Bnrkrille, he (Wilson) was assailed by the 
Confederate cavalry nnder W. U. F. Lee and 
the road wrested from destruction. He then 
made a dash for Meherrin, on the Richmond 
and Danville railroad, where, uniting with 
Kantz, the two struck out for the Staunton 
liver bridge. Here the local militia defended 
the bridge with great gallantry and held Wil- 
son in check until Lee again interposed his 
fiery squadrons, when Wilson was again de> 
feated. Lee pursued his retreating columns as 
they fled before him, now in the direction of 
Petersburg. Hampton, from the north side of 
the James, joined Lee in the pursuit at Sap- 
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pony church, where Wileon was inclined to 
make a stand ; bat discoTering Uie increased 
nnmber of his pnraaerB, spurred onward toward 
Beam's Station. The chase now became wild 
and ezcitiog. Mahone, with two brigades of 
infantry and two batteries of artillery, had 
been harried forward to Beam's Station for the 
purpose of intercepting the raiders, and now 
stood squarely across their line of retreat. Bat 
Wilson, discovering the trap set for him, 
abandoned his artillery, set fire to his trains, 
and ridding himself of all unneoessary impedi- 
menta, eladed the grasp of the Confederates 
and made good his escape to Qrant's lines, 
with the additional loss of a few hundred 
prisoners. 

M^j. J. T. Brame, of Helena, Ark., one of 
the boys who participated in the gallant defense 
of Staunton river bridge, thus describes that 

encounter : 

HelSna, Akk., March 25, 1S99. 
Coi,. W. S. DuNiAP, Little Rock, Ark. 

Dear Sir and Comrade : At yonr reqaeat I aend you a 
few notes drawn altog'cther from memory, and bearing- on 
events leading- up to and including the battle of Staunton 
riTcr bridge, which was fought on the I7tb of June, 
1864. I do not remember that I have ever seen, since the 
war, any mention of tbia battle in print, though for in- 
equality of numbers, and a further fact that an over- 
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whelming force of veterans were pitted agrainst a handfuL 
of inexperienced bojB, and the farther fact that the supe- 
rior force was not only held at bay, bot defeated with 
heavy Iobb, and that they {the enemy) utterly failed in. 
every assault made to break our line, I think that under 
the circnmstancea this fight should rank under the most 
desperate minor engragements of the war. The first regi- 
ment of Virginia reserves, commanded by Col. B. F. 
Farenholt, and numbering about six hundred, composed 
mostly of boys under eighteen years of age, was en- 
camped on the south side of Staunton river, about seventy 
miles from Richmond, On the south side of the river the 
hills rose almost abruptly from the water's edge. On 
said hills we had planted a few pieces of obsolete artillery^ 
which proved in the coming battle to be a disadvantage- 
to us for want of experienced gunners, as several times 
In firing, while using grape and schrapnell, they fired too 
low, thus endangering our own men. On the north side 
of the river there was a level bottom perhaps three-quar- 
ters of a mile wide, with hills beyond. Through this 
level stretch of bottom land had been cut four or five- 
ditches which ran parallel with the river. Said ditches, 
were perhaps two miles long and four or five feet deep. 
So much for the lay of the field. 

About two days prior to the battle our commander re-- 
ceived Information that a large force of Federal cavalry 
and field artillery had gotten in the rear of Gen. Lee's 
army, and were rapidly approaching with the intention of 
burning the bridge and destroying the Richmond and 
Danville railroad. Our force was at once thrown across. 
the river, where we soon threw up a slight line of earth 
works on each side of and at right angles to the railroad 
bridge. About 2 p. m. the Federals got six or eight 
pieces of artillery planted on the hills, about one mile in 
front of us, and commenced shelling. In the meantime 
their cavalry had dismounted and made their way unseen 
by us to the head of the aforementioned ditches, got in 
them and marched down opposite our line. They then 
charged, coming three columns deep at once. We sue- 
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ceeded in b«atinff tfaem back as often aa they came. It 
was charge after char^ from 3 o'clock till dark. We 
often fong-ht acroM tbe breastworks, but never did they 
succeed in breaking- gor line. The artillery in tbe mean- 
time kept up a contlnnouB fire, and many times It looked 
aa if it were folly for ns to longer resist. The Federals 
were armed with the latest make of improved Henry re- 
peating rifles, the first we had ever seen, and quite a 
number of which we captured. Late in the evening- of 
-the second day we noticed a clond of dust in a north- 
westerly direction ; whether friend or foe we knew not. 
Friends they proved to be, and we soon saw onr enemy in 
full retreat. After burning the railroad depot at Roanoke 
they continned a running fight with the cavalry command 
of Gen. W. H. F. Lee, who had given us such timely succor. 
Tbe Federals were nnder command of Gen. Wilson, and 
we learned that they numberedabont five thousand. The 
loss on the Federal side was very heavy both in killed 
and wounded. I there saw wounded men who could not 
speak the English language — mercenaries, of conrse. 
' Was it any wonder that we were finally overpowered? I 
do not rememt>er our exact loas, but the army records 
should show exact numbers engaged and losses on both 
sides. Had Gen. Wilson succeeded in burning the bridge 
the war would have been at an end so far as the Army of 
Virginia was concerned, as Gen. Lee conld have gotten 
neither supplies or ammunition. The Richmond and 
Danville was the only railroad open from Richmond 
south, the Petersburg and Weldon railroad having been 
captured by the Federals. A few days after the fight I 
heard Gen. Walker say to a field officer of our regiment 
that had our command been composed of veterans we 
would not have held out an hour ; that the Federals had 
us whipped often during the engagement, but did not 
knon it ; and that owing to our inexperience we did not 
know when we were whipped, but held on with bulldog 
tenacity till the last. He did not give us credit for any 
unusual amount of bravery, but thought it more a lack of 
sense of danger, or rather the foolhardiness of youth. 
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At an^ rate the bridg-e was aavetl and commnnication 
with Lee'a armj maintained. If you can make tbe above 
or any part of it of use to you, you are welcome to use 
It as yon may see fit. 

With kindest reg-arda, I am very truly yours, 

J. T. BbauH. 

On the 23d McGtowan's brigade was moved 
about a mile to the left, and took position on 
tbe right of BoBhrod Johnson's divisioa, where 
the hostile lines approached much more closely 
together. The change was made in daylight, 
in fall view of the enemy on onr left, who 
opened on the brigade an enfilading fire from 
one of his batteries, as it approached the 
works. A rapid plonge into the works behind 
the traverses saved the brigade ftom any casn- 
alties. The sharpshooters were ordered to the 
front, and, deploying in the trenches, dashed 
forward and threw themselves into the rifle pits 
withont loss. Here the two skirmish tines 
were uncomfortably near to each other, and 
opened at once, and maintained a sharp fire, 
day and night, for about a week; which re- 
salted in considerable loss to both sides. 

On the afternoon of the 30th McGowaa's and 
Lane's brigades received orders to prepare for 
a move to the north side of the James. Accord- 



132 Lee's Sharpshooters; or, 

ingly, as the shadows of night began to settle 
□pon the beleagnered city, the two brigades 
withdrew trom the lines, marched through 
Petersburg, ^^ossed the Appomattox, and 
moved off tivm Richmond. All night long in 
great aaffering this blear eyed, struggling col- 
nmn pressed forward along the dnsty roads to 
ward their destination. Bearing eastward from 
the Bichmond and. Peterabnrg railroad, we 
crossed the James at Drnry's Bluff early the 
following morning, and reached the lines at 
Obafflo's farm about 10 o'clock, completely 
broken down. McOowan's brigade took posi- 
tion on the line with its right resting on Fort 
Harrison, with Lane's brigade on the left — re- 
lieving Heth's division, which moved off for 
Petersburg. The sharpahooters were thrown 
forward some three or foor hundred yards in 
front ; and, there being no enemy present, dis- 
posed themselves for a season of quiet and re- 
pose, and for several weeks were not disturbed. 

Having recovered from a protracted spell of 
sickness, I returned to the front about the Ist 
of July and resumed command of the battalion. 

Beside the small force of cavalry on onr left^ 
and the garrisons of Forts Harrison, Glllmore, 
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Chan's Blnff and the Bupporting batteries 
aloDg the river, there were no troops on the 
north side other than the two brigades of Mc- 
Oowaa and Lane, except the Richmond city 
battalion and perhaps a few regiments of re- 
serves. Notwithstanding our small force, we 
felt onraelves strong enough (in the absence of 
th,e enemy) to hold the position at all hazards, 
and for the first time in two mouths we un- 
buckled our armor, relaxed our high nervous 
tension and laid onrsetves down to rest. The 
days were hot but the nights were delightful ; 
hence we had no occasion to invoke the aid of 
Morpheus or other somnolent deity to steal 
away onr senses and soothe us to sleep ; for 
nature was exhausted, and we had not a care. 

Caldwell, in his history of McGowan's brig- 
ade, in describing the condition of the troops at 
this period, says : 

" The contentment of the troops here was a 
sad commentary on their previous existence. 
We had no tents except scraps of Yankee flies ; 
we were fed on wretched bacon, wormy peas 
and cornmeal, with a small sprinkling of coffee' ; 
we lacked shoes and clothing; we were ex- 
posed to great heac and kept constantly on 
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some sort of duty ; yet we constrncted arbors 
of branchea, picked blackberries, smoked pipes 
(when we had tobacco), and felt very comfort- 
able indeed. AVe did not envy the city 
battalion their fine clothes ; we did not envy 
the heavy artillery their vegetable gardens or 
their pig pens ; we did not even envy the boat 
hands on the river, who fattened on government 
bacon ; we were perfectly satisfied to be left in 
the shade for a while. * • * But in spite 
of the one-third poand of crawling bacon, the 
pint of commeal, and the peas ^ve with worms , 
we Improved wonderfully both in mind and 
body. Our numbers also increased by the re- 
turn of recovered sick and wounded, so that 
the brigade now numbered about a thonsand 
men, all told." 

The sharpshooters, however, were not 
seriously affected by the scarcity or poor 
quality of grub furnished the army ; for, be it 
known, they were just as faithful foragers as 
they were furious fighters. A chicken, turkey, 
goose or pig, prowling about their camp or 
picket lines, night or day, or trespassing upon 
the territory over which they exercised juris- 
diction, was in just as much danger as the full 
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panoplied blneooat who was so nnfortanate as 
to fall within their clutches. 

During this lull in active hostilities they 
traversed the country for miles aronnd Id qaest 
of food to sapplement their rations ; and if per- 
chance they should stumble on a Yankee, they 
took him in, all the same. Lying along the- 
James river in front of our lines was a large- 
field of wheat just ready for the harvest, but it 
lay immediately under the guns of Butler's-^ 
men of war patrolling the river and protecting 
his operations in Batch Q-ap canal, and the- 
Federals laid claim to the entire crop by virtue- 
of the rights of conquest. The sharpshooters,. 
however, were not disposed to respect their- 
rightB, and ever and anon would slip into the 
field and gather sofBcient wheat to cover, in ex- 
change at the mills, a peck or half a bnshel of 
flour. 

On one occasion, daring our stay here, John 
Parrott, Isaac Daley, James Wood, Crockett 

Henderson and Sundricks slipped out to 

get a turn of wheat. When they reached the- 
edge of the field they discovered' one of But- 
ler's best equipped boats lying in the river 
alongside of the field and covering with its- 
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iieavy gans every acre of vrheaC ; they also had 
three men stationed as sentinels on the yard 
arms near the top of the main mast, to watch, 
-and report to the ganners below, any trespaaser 
who might enter the field. 

They (the sharpBhooters) also discovered a 
large ditch 6x6 feet in width and depth, raa- 
-ning diagonally across the field Avm the road 
where they stood to the bank of the river, a 
little above where the boat lay. 

Henderson and Bandricks were, by agree- 
ment, set off to cat wheat, while Parrott, Daley 
-and Wood should slip down the ditch and 
attend to the sentinels on the boat. They 
Teached a point not exceeding 400 yards from 
the boat, when, by lot, it was determined that 
Parrott shonid pick off the top man and Daly 
and Wood the other two. At a given signal 
they all fired, and the three men dropped ft-om 
the rigging as if struck by lightning. The 
gans of the boat were opened on the ditch and 
the field, bnt the boys got their wheat and 
4Dade good their escape to oar lines. 



CHAPTER X. 



BATTLE OF LONS BRmOE, OH DEEP 
BOTTOM. 



"The death-Bhot hiatlag from afar — 
The shock — the shout — the groan of war — 
Reverberate aloagf the vale, 
Uore suited to the shepherd's tale : 
Though few the nnmberB — their 's the strife. 
That neither spares, nor speaks for life." 

On the 23d of July Kershaw's diviBion ar* 
rived from Peterabarg and joined oa on the 
right, bat moved to oar left the next day to 
meet a demoDstration of the enemy, who had 
also retnraed in considerable force to the north 
side of the James. There was some manceavre- 
ing of troops on oar lines for several days, 
which finally resalted in a collision on the 28th. 
Early in the morning McGowau's brigade with- 
drew from the lines and moved rapidly to the 
left, passing in rear of Kershaw's division, 
which now occupied the trenches from the 
Williamsbnrg road to Fassell's Mill. The 
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Federal batteries were playiag od Kershaw's 
lines, and occaaionally dropped a shell into the 
road along which we moved, bat without dam- 
age. Lane's brigade was in front, and a abort 
distance beyond the mill formed to the right 
into line. McOowan's brigade, fbllowiog by 
the same movement, formed on Lane's left. It 
now transpired that the enemy's designs were 
against the Confederate left \ Kershaw there- 
fore moved and formed to the left of McGowan. 
Skirmishers were thrown forward, and a short 
distance in front became engaged. The line of 
battle now advanced throngh the swamp and 
tangled nnderbmsh. The nnmerons difBcnlties 
and exceeding roaghnesH of the ground over 
which the lines moved soon resulted in the 
separation of brigades one firom the other, and 
even the different regiments lost connection 
with their neighbors, right and left. All moved 
forward, however, and each went at whatever 
appeared in front. The enemy gave way be- 
fore the determined Confederates as they tore 
and plunged through the tangled woods. 
MoQowan's brigade soon cleared the woods and 
entered a cornfield, where the vigor of their 
assault was increased. The Federals gave way 
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before the farions oaaet of tbe gallant Caro- 
linians, leaving one piece of artlllerj in otir 
handa, the honor of capturing which both the 
twelfth and thirteenth regiments claimed. 
Reaching a eklrt of timber beyond the corn- 
field, the retiring Federals rallied and reformed. 
Tbe brigade halted in the valley to r«take its 
bearings, water, and adjust its alignment. 

Meanwhile Lane's brigade came etmggling 
forward through the swamps on the right, en- 
deavoring to recover its connection with Mc6ow- 
an's line. It came np Jnst in time to strike the 
enemy a vigorona blow and save McGowan's 
right. Smarting nnder the stinging fire which 
the Federals had poured into its naked flank, 
jnst as Lane strnck and drove them back, and 
before the North Carolinians had made the con- 
nection songht, McGowan's brigade again 
moved to the attack, followed by Lane. The 
enemy received the charge with a galling fire 
which cansed the brigade to stagger. Seeing 
the effect of their fire npou McGowan's line, and 
discovering the interval between the two brig- 
ades, the enemy inserted between the two an 
active, compact body of riflemen, which struck 
first one and ihen the other brigade in the flank. 
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driving them farther and farther apart, while a 
heavy colamn moved directly againat each 
brigade, and drove them one after the other 
from the field, and recovered their original posi- 
tion. KerBhaw]waB more aaccessfnl on the left, 
and drove hie opponents from one position 
after another antil ordered to desist. 

Gen. Connor, who was in command of Mc- 
Gowan's brigade, was greatly mortified at the 
Tailnre of hia last attack, bat attributed his 
defeat to the difSculties of the field and the 
failnre of hia regimental commanders to observe 
the movements of the battalion of direction, to 
which they shonld have conformed, bat failed 
to do. The lines were reformed with consider- 
able difflcnlty on the original position. Abont 
this time the battalion of sharpahootera, which 
had been left on picket, reached the field and 
was ordered to the front. We deployed and 
advanced, and strack the advance line of the 
enemy some three hundred yards in front of 
the brigade, and opened. The familiar cry of 
our deadly rifles, reverberating through the 
forests, fell upon the ears of oar comrades of 
the main line like vesper mnsic at the close of 
day, and contributed materially to the restora- 
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tion of order. In a little while the formation 
of the regimentB wa8 complete and the brigade 
stood ready to meet the enemy in the event of 
an attack, which seemed imminent. 

The Federal advance line responded to oar 
fire with spirit, bat the deliberate and accarate 
aim of these trained riflemen soon began to 
paoctnre their resolntion as well as their ranks, 
when they began to' yield. The sharpshooters 
steadily pressed them back antil night inter- 
vened, when they were recalled, and both sides 
retired to their respective original positions on 
the general line. The loss of the brigade, in- 
clading the few casualties in the sharpshooters, 
was .239 ofBcers and men — in killed, wonnded 
and missing. 

The Confederates had failed to recover pos- 
session of the Long Bridge road across Deep 
Bottom, which was their objective, and the 
Federals had failed to gain ground on oar left 
towards Richmond, which was their purpose ; 
hence both sides were defeated. 

Nothing of importance was done on the 39th. 
There was some shifting of positions on the 
30th and 31st, bat all finally settled in their 
same positions on the line — the sharpshooters 
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in front. Here we remained again without 
distnrbanoe for ten days or two weeks, with 
nothiDg to do bejond the qaiet roatine of oom- 
pany drills, dresa parade and picket daty. 

About this time an expedition waa planned 
againat Butler's forces, now busily engaged in 
the constrnction of the Dutch G^ap canal. Our 
artillery, supported by a strong detachment of 
infantry, was to move out under cover of dark- 
ness to a strong position selected by scoots, 
surprise and attack the gunboats supporting 
the working force, drire them off or sink them, 
and thus put a stop to the work. 

Accordingly, late in the afternoon of the 11th 
of Angost, the two brigades of McCh>wan and 
Lane were sent some distance in advance of the 
forlifloatioDs, with inatmctiona to entrench dur- 
ing the night, and on the next morning to anp- 
port and assist the artillery in dispersing the 
Federal squadron. We took onr position and 
made every preparation for the work assigned 
us, but for some reason, unknown to the writer, 
the expedition was abandoned ; and after re- 
ceiving a good shelling from the Federal gun- 
boats, the brigades returned to the lines, with 
the loss of aeveral men. Upon our return to 
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the worka we found that Field's diTiaion had 
arrlTed from Peterabarg, and now occnpled the 
position of KesBhaw'a dirision, next on oar left, 
Kershaw letarning to Petersburg. 

Late in the afternoon of the 18th the enemy 
appeared in Urge force In front of Field's divi- 
sion, and eailf the next morning adranced and 
drove in his skirmishers and occupied their 
line. McGowan's skirmishers, being left iflth- 
ont snpport on that flank, also retired apon the 
brigade. The sharpshooters, who were off duty 
at the time, were ordered oat with instmctiona 
to re-occap7 the line abandoned, which they 
did. 

This line was upwards of half a mile in ad- 
vance of tlu breastworks and covered by thick 
woo4^- Bat, when we took position, it was 
discovered that oar left flank rested mid air, 
near the edge of an open fleld, in which there 
stood a large two story frame tenement honse, 
jnst beyoad which in the field and on the same 
line, the enemy had planted a foar gnn bat- 
tery; which, with their skirmishers in front, 
had opened flre on Field's line. Their tine of 
battle was In the woods a short distance in the 
rear, where they were making preparationa to 
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fortify. To f^ard against a moTement against 
our flank or rear, now ao invitingly exposed to 
attack, Sergts. Hawthorn and Benson (B. K.) 
with one other — whose name I cannot recall — 
were ordered to take position in the hoose, and 
observe closely every movement of the enemy 
and to report promptly any disposition shown 
to distnrb oar flank. When they reached the 
hoase and surveyed the field, it was discovered 
that the Federal battery was not more 
than four or five hundred yards off and coald 
be easily reached with their long range rifles ; 
and they began at once to tease and fret the 
artillerists by picking off their men and 
horses. 

The effect of their unerring aim was ao pun- 
gent and disaBOrous that the artillerists turned 
their guns upon the bouse, to dislodge them. 
But the ready witted sharpshooters evaded the 
effect of their shells by dropping into the base- 
ment while the artillerists fired ; then, mount- 
ing the second story while they loaded, they 
let them have it again. This movement was 
repeated again and again, and the aharpshoot- 
ing continued so persistently and with snch 
fatal effect that the artitlerists could stand it 
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no longer, and hence began to limber their gnne 
for a change of position. Instantly, npon the- 
discovery of this movement, the trio sounded 
the charge, raised the Confederate battle cry,. 
and at a fall ran — yelling and firing as they 
ran — made for the battery ; the battery, at a 
sweeping gallop, made for the rear ; and charg- 
ing through ander whip and spar, broke and 
stampeded the line of battle; when the whole 
force — artillery, infantry and engineering corps 
fled the field, in wildest panic, paraned by the 
three Confederate dare devils, leaving the- 
groand literally covered with cartridge bozes, 
knapsacks, haversaoke, oil cloths, fly tents, 
cooking atensils and ditching tools. Each mai» 
returned with a prisoner or two and loaded 
down with valuable plunder. A detail waa 
made from the battalion and sent oat, which 
soon returned with a complete oatfit for the en- 
tire command. 

The sharpshooters were not otherwise en- 
gaged, and Field's division was relieved of fur- 
ther annoyance. 

Of course, the ferocions bellowing of these- 
audacious sharpshooters impressed the Fed- 
erate with the conviction that Field's whole- 
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diTision in froat, with McGowap and Lane on 
their flank, were after them; otherwiie the 
three Bharpshooters woald have been 
gobbled up. 

The IStb was a day of perfect quiet along 
oar lines; the sharpshooters were relieved 
^boaC 9 o'clock la the morning and dropped 
■back in the rear to rest. 

" It U a sultry d&7; the kun has drunk 
The dew that laj upoa the moraine grass ; 
There ia no ruatllnef in the lofty pines 
That canopies onr bivouac, and their shade 
Scarce coola us. All is silent, sare the faint 
And uninterrupted murmur of the bee. 
Settling on the sick flowers, and then again 
Jnatantly on the wing, is gone." 



CHAPTER XL 



BATTLES OF PUSSELL'S MILL. 



Oa the morQing of Che 16th a oourier reported 
the enemy, io strong force, again moving 
againat oar left. We moved at once, and rap- 
idly, to the left ; paaaing in rear of Field'a di- 
viaioQ, the two brigades of UcGowan and Lane 
went into line of battle on his left — Lane first, 
and McQowan on the left of Lane. MoG^wan's 
brigade was deployed into one rank, Co cover 
the Federal front and to intercept any move- 
ment that might be made against oar flank. 

The aharpahooters were deployed and ad- 
vanced, and soon became engaged. The main 
attack, however, was made on the right againat 
Field and Lane. The enemy masaed a heavy 
colamn in front of Field, charged and drove 
the Confederates from their worka. McGfowan'a 
brigade was withdrawn from the left and hur- 
ried to the rescue. 
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The brigade, formiog into two raoks as it 
marched, moved rapidly to the right, in rear of 
the lines, a distance of about half a mile — halt- 
ing about opposite the captnred works. 

Here it was fronted and ordered to advance. 
The works, now id the hands of the enemy, ran 
obliquely across McChiwan's ftvnt, approaching 
his line more closely on the left than on the 
right. The brigade advanced in splendid 
order, bat with great caution, fur the strength 
and position of the Federals were not definitely 
known. 

The enemy opened on the advancing line at 
long range, and were answered by a slow and 
deliberate fire. 

The twelfth regiment, which was on the left, 
first struck the works, and by a desperate 
plunge, succeeded in driving the enemy oat. 
But the other regiments failing to carry their 
part of the works, the Federals turned a wi th- 
ering fire into the naked flank of the regiment 
and drove it oat. This was repeated the sec- 
ond time with the same reaolts. The gallant 
regiment, again rallying on the brigade, poshed 
forward with unabated ardor in a third assault ; 
when the whole brigade was repulsed, leaving 
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their killed and wounded between the linee. 
Rallying again a short distance back, and hear- 
ing their wouaded comrades calling to them to 
charge, a wild impalse of desperate determina- 
tion seized the entire brigade, when it roshed 
forward against the fortifications, stormed oat 
the dense lines crowded there, and slew them 
by scores and hundreds as they fled in Irre- 
trievable panic. There had been two lines of 
Federals crowded into the works — one of whites 
and one of blacks — nambera of whom fell into 
onr hands, with an immense amount of plunder. 

After a few faint attempts to retake the 
works, the enemy saed for a trace to bury their 
dead, which was granted. And so the battle 
of FaaaelPB Mill was ended. 

The sharpshooters held the Confederate left 
against every assault, and justly claimed a fair 
pro rata of the honors won by the gallant 
brigade and other troops engaged. 

Gfen. Lee was present in person daring the 
action, and prononnced the results a brilliant 
victory to Southern arms. The brigade lost in 
killed, wounded and missing, including the 
casualties in the sharpshooters, 119 officers and 
men. 
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On the next d&y the brigade mored some 
distance to the left, and Oen. Hampton, with a 
BtrODR diririon of cavalry, moved round on 
the Federal right and made an attack — for 
what purpose and with what results, I am not 
informed.. This I know, however, that at the 
very hour when Hampton's guns were thunder- 
ing sway to the left, the sharpshooters were 
ordered to advance. We drove forward, struck 
and routed the Federal sharpshooters, and sent 
them scurrying through the woods to cover of 
their main line. Here we found their main 
line of battle fnlly intrenched behind a solid 
line of earth works, protected by acres of 
abatis and defended by a solid line of infantry, 
with here and there a field piece placed in bat- 
tery along the line of works. We halted at 
the edge of the abatis and engaged the line of 
battle ; which, from the oonfnsion produced by 
oar fire, I am satisfied we could have carried 
but for the entanglements in front, and the or- 
ders of the brigade commander, restraining far- 
ther eflTort. 

Oar line of battle was not advanced, and the 
sharpshooters were at length withdrawn. We 
lost seven men in this enconnter. 
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Late in the afternoon of the aame day, Lane's- 
brigade joined MoGowan on the right ; and 

Mt^or Wooten with his aharpahootera united 
with ns in fhint, when both battalions were- 
ordered to advance. We moved forward again, 
with aomewbat of cantion, npon their breaet- 
works, bnt fonnd the enemy gone. There were 
evidences of a hasty withdrawal all along tbe- 
works, and we qnickened onr pace and par- 
saed. We overtook their rear guard some dis- 
tance back and opened fire. The Federals re- 
sponded with spirit bnt coiitinned to retreat. 
We pressed forward and drove them mile after 
mile through the forests of Deep Bottom, nntil 
the shadows of evening began to settle down 
npon the dark valley, when the lines were 
ordered to halt. A consnltation was held 
between the two battalion commanders as to 
what shonld be done for the protection of onr 
lines in their advanced and isolated position, 
in the absence of orders ; and it was determined 
to post a strong chain of videttea and bivouac 
in line — rifles in hand — until morning, or until 
orders should reach ns. Wooten's scouts, who 
had been sent forward to reconnoitre, retnrned 
and reported the enemy gone. To make assar- 
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AQce doably Bare, I concluded \Xi take a view 
of the front in person, and so advanced some 
hundred yards or more along a narrotr path 
lea^ng to the front, when the cry of two wicked 
Federal rifles a short distance in front, and the 
whistling of ballets, reminded me of danger, 
and I beat a hasty retreat to the lines. Orders 
were now received, and the sharpshooters with- 
drew to their proper position in front of the 
brigades. 

The next day M. F. Hawthorn and J. G. 
Love, with one other — whose name I cannot re- 
call — were sent to the front on a scont, with In- 
inatmctions to ascertain, if possible, the atti- 
tude and temper of oar Union friends, whose 
courtesies for the last several days we had re- 
ceived and so highly appreciated ; especially, 
to discover the position of their right flank. 
They approached the Federal lines in front, 
then turniug to the left had gone some distance, 
when voices were heard in the woods to their 
right. Then cautiously approaching a road 
which ran perpendicularly across the interval 
between the lines, they discovered a Federal 
vidette post of five men some distance down the 
road. They also saw a woman coming from 
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that direction with a namber of canteena, which 
she waB to fill with milk and retorn to the vi- 
dettes. Concealing themselves in the bnahes an> 
til Bhe came up, they sprang out and captured 
the woman and canteens. To get rid of their fair 
captive, after examination, as well as to avoid 
the possibility of her giving notice of their 
presence, she was informed that they were go- 
ing to fire on the videttes, and of course they 
would return the fire. 

Being released, and already frightened, the 
woman beat a hasty retreat for home. By this 
time the vidette post was definitely located, 
and instead of firing, they set abont to capture 
the entire squad. By making a detour of some 
distance, they gained the rear, then oautiooaly 
approaching, they got nearly to the post before 
they were discovered, when by a brisk charge 
they captured the five men without firing a 
gun, and marched them into the Confederate 
lines. 

In pursuance of orders, the two brigades of 
McGowan and Lane returned to Petersburg on 
the 20th. McG'Owan'B brigade was placed on 
the lines near the " Crater " — an immense mine, 
sprang early on the morning of Jaly the 30th,. 
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170 feet long by 66 feet wide and SO feet deep, 
which was conceived in malice and conaecrated 
in blood, and which remains today an abiding 
monament to Grant's folly and failnre, as well 
as to the nnswerring valor of the Soathem 
soldier. 

The hostile lines at this point were not ex- 
ceeding one hundred and fifty yards apart, 
with a strong line of rifie pits in front scarcely 
beyond the width of a good lane, into which 
the sharpshooters were thrown and at once be- 
gan their work. For two or three days the 
shrill music of their rifles, panctnated by the 
deep tones of opposing mortars, ceased not day 
nor night. Much damage resulted to both 
sides from the unerring aim of these trained 
riflemen, both Federal and Confederate, in this 
sharp and unremitting fnsilade. In one in- 
stance two of my most skillful and daring 
sharpshooters — William Kennedy and C. W. 
Parrish — were instantly killed by a single 
shot, fired by a Federal rifleman just as they 
were passing each other in their pit. 

Fortunately we were moved to the right on 
the 32d, and were placed in position near the 
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WeldoD railroad — the brigade on the line, the 
aharpshooterB in front. 

A period had now been reached in the prog- 
reee of the great straggle where the extraor- 
dinary conditions which prevailed all along 
the lines seemed to demand some modification 
in the rales of official reaponsibllity, which 
woald jaetify the commanding general in dis- 
tribating to his lieatenants, and throsgh them 
to the different divisions and brigade com- 
manders, each power and discretion in their re- 
spective commands as woald aathorize them 
to strike whenever in their judgment an 
effective blow coald be delivered, withoat for- 
mal aathority from their saperiors in rank. 
And now that the enemy were constantly in 
oar immediate presence, the importance of an 
active, vigilant and spirited picket line, largely 
free from control of the officers of the line, be- 
came more and more vital and indispensable 
to the safety of oar lines. These exigencies of 
the service were folly appreciated by Gen. Lee, 
and the liberty saggested, with proper limita- 
tions, henceforth became the rale in the Army 
of Northern Virginia. The movements of the 
different brigades from this time, therefore, as 



156 Lee's Sharpshooters; or^ 

well aa the operations of the battalioDS of 
sharpshooters, became mnch more distiactive 
and independent. 

Abont this time Gen. McCtowan returned to 
the front and resumed command of the brigade, 
and Gen. Connor waa temporarily asaigned to 
the command of Lane's brigade. 

On the afternoon of the 23d, and immediately 
after the aharpshooters had taken position on 
the Weldon railroad, Sergt. B. K. Benaon was 
sent forward through the woods in front to re- 
connoitre, and when the enemy waa discovered 
to return and report their position and strength, 
if the same could be ascertained. Abont two 
houra later Benaon returned and reported that 
a heavy line of Federal akirmiahers was posted 
at the opposite side of the woods, some half a 
mile off, well covered with rifle pits, with a 
strong vidette occupying the Davis honae, 
about 100 yards in advance of their line. This 
isolated vidette post waa a tempting bait to the 
sfaarpahootera, and soon after dark Watson's 
company was ordered to hold themselves ready 
for service at 4 o'clock next morning. Accord- 
ingly, awhile before daybreak on the morning 
of the 33d, the company moved out and 
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Stealthily passing aroand the Davis honse, 
between the pickets and videttes, completely 
sarronnded and qaietly captured the entire 
force oonslBting of fourteen men, without firing 
a gnn, and retained to our line before daylight 
in the morning.* 

There existed an active spirit of rivalry be- 
tween the different battalions of sharpshooters, 
as to which should perform the greatest num- 
ber and the most daring feats in the line of 
legitimate duty, to the annoyance and damage 
of their opponents operating in their respective 
neighborhoods ; and each kept a sharp lookout 
for opportunities to make a dash into the 
enemy's lines, stampede their pickets, or cap- 
tare their men. 



* Sergt. Benson insists that Watson made the capture 
as above stated, but my impression is that Maj. Wootea, 
of Lane's sharpshooters, anticipated Watson's moTement 
and captured the post just before Watson got there. 



CHAPTER XII. 



BATTLE OP THE CRATER. 



The itiomiiig''s still ; th' artilterj Btranfrely qniet 

On Pegram Hill, where Kltiott's men stood bj it ; 

Where nothing stirred, not e'en a bird ; 

Nor aonnd is heard, to mar the hellish fiat. 

The hilltop quakes, and suddenly bnrsts asnnder 

The silence breaks in tones of deepest thunder; 

When earth and men in tons ascend. 

To meet the end, of Grant's gigantic blunder. 

Fort Elliott, or Battery Pegram, as it was 
eometimes called, occapled a prominent eleva- 
tion on the Confederate left center, somewhat 
Boath of east from the city of Peterabarg, which 
projected, point foremost, toward the Federal 
lines, and constitated a conspicnons aalient in 
the wide ctrcalar sweep of the Confederate 
lines. The four gan battery of Capt. Pegram 
of Virginia, Coit'a battalion of artillery, occa- 
pled and defended ihe fort, while Elliott's South 
Carolina brigade aapported the battery and 
manned the trenches to the right and left of the 
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fort. The city cemetery was also od high 
groand, about fire handred yards in rear of 
Fort Elliott, and betireen the two ran a deep 
depression, in irhich reeerres coald be held in 
comparatiTe security from the enemy's gnns, or 
along which reinforoements coold be brought ap 
witboat the knowledge of the enemy operating 
in front of the salient. Ransom's brigade of 
North Carolinians and Wise's Cteoigia brigade 
occupied the trenches to the left and right of 
Elliott, respectirely. Wright's four gun bat- 
tery assisted Bansom on the left, while a single 
gnn of HaJ. Oibbs' battalion aided Wise on 
Elliott's right. 

The Federal works in front of Fort Elliott 
were oceopied by the ninth army corps, under 
Qen. Bomride, at a distance of not exceeding 
one handred and thirty yards, aud on much 
lower ground, with abundant artillery placed 
in batt«ffy here and there along his lines. 

Daring our absence on the north side of the 
James but little had transpired to emphasize 
the progress of the siege in front of Petersburg. 
The roar of hostile gnus and the perpetual cry 
of the sharpshooters' rifles, which ordinarily 
stiffens the sinews and summons up the nerves, 
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had become commouplaoe and monotonous, and 
«roked bat alight consideration either in mili- 
tary or civil circles in this section. 

On the 30th day of June, however, GJen. 
Bamside, at the snggestiou of Col. Pleasants, 
of Che forty-eighth Pennaylrania volanteera, 
who was a mining engineer of considerable ex- 
perience and reputation, began the work of 
conatmcting a tnnnel andemeath Fort Elliott, 
with the view of blowing ap this Confederate 
stronghold and making a breach in onr lines 
at this point. G^en. Grant having failed to 
make any considerable or permanent breach in 
the Confederate lines by the ordinary methods 
of warfare above ground, readily approved 
Bamaide's plan of tackling the Confederates 
by the ondergronnd route. The work was 
therefore began and vigorously prosecuted for 
more than a month ; day and night the work 
went on. About the last of July the mine was 
completed. The main tunnel was SIO feet in 
lengtli. The lateral galleries were built per- 
pendicularly across the farther end of the main 
gallery In the shape of a T, and extended on 
either side a distance of some 88 or 40 feet. 
The magazines, eight in number, were placed 



ia dM iMBai galknec. iwoai catkcaLa few 
Ebwt afBiV IB btaaeWa at maaiywi^i market 
to tbe sde gaUeriea, aad two mor ■■ taA ot 
th» ride galtoriea, awilari j placed ia pain, 
wcfe riiaaced eqai-4iauat bom each other aad 
tba end of the galleriea. Tbeee — g-"-" 
were ebaifcd »«wtm3iy with one fanadied 
p<ma6» «f friant powder Mid stnuiK to the aaia 
turn, which ran from the entrance the fall length 
(4 thfl main gallery, by so many tribataries or 
vbort branchef, which reached oat into the lat- 
oral f(all«rlMt and entered into the several 
magaxlnei in direct connection with the powder, 
and ready for the match. 

Qttn. Ferrero'i diriiion of colored troops was 
•elected by Gen. Barnside to lead the charge, 
and were tboronghly drilled and instracted ia 
all the detail* of the intended movement. At 
the last moment, however, Gen. Grant inter- 
posed serioas objections to the selection ; wben 
the order was ooantermanded and Gen.Ledlie's 
white division was designated to lead the 
attaoli. Four divisions of Bnrnside'a corps, 
towit: Ledlle's, O. B. Wilcox's, Potter's and 
Kerrero's, were set off as the column of aasanlt ; 
and were tosuooeed each other, in open column. 
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in the order in which they are named. Sup- 
ported by the fifth and eighteenth corps, this- 
colnmn was to more forward throngh the- 
breach made by the explosion, seize Cemetery 
Hill ; and, aa soon as a aafficient force conld be- 
brboght up, to strike the Confederate lines in 
flank and reverse and sweep them out, right 
and left. Meanwhile, the whole Federal army 
was to stand to arms and be ready to strike the- 
final blow, which now aeemed jaat at band. 

The Confederates were not altogether ignor- 
ant of this fiendish plot, and had sank several 
shafts in a vain effort to strike the mine and 
ueatralize the work. Bat they failed utterly 
to locate the mine, and hence the work went on 
to completion. For sometime after the tunnel- 
ing had been discovered, the Confederates were 
considerably exircised as to where the blow 
wonld fall and what would be the result ; but 
as the days passed by and nothing occurred,, 
they ceased to prepare for the nocertain emer- 
gency and relaxed into their wonted careless- 
ness. 

The hoar fixed for the explosion was 3:30 
o'clock on the morning of the 30lh. The col- 
umns. of assault were organized and in their 
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places bj 8 o'clock. The brftzen monthed cao- 
oonB, which from a huDdred hostile batteries 
had roared in perpetual thunder for more than 
a month, grew suddenly strangely quiet at this 
-/atefal hour; and the sansitlTe sharpshooters, 
whose nerroos vigilance bad not relaxed, nor 
the ceaseless clatter of their Mthftil rifles for a 
moment abated since the si^^e was laid, in 
-ominous sUenoe hushed their practice, to spec- 
-ulate upon the significance of the strange still- 
nesa. 

The hour arrived and no explosion. The 
-assanlting column stood to arms in painful sus- 
pense awaiting the signal for action. The Con- 
federates slept. Everything leadyl At 4:30 
-o'clock the match is applied to Uie fose. The 
-fire speeds along the main gallery and out into 
the wings and tonoh^B the magazines. The earth 
-quakes, the hilltop vnithes and bellows. And 
Fort Elliott shoots up into the air a hundred 
'feet— earth, guns, tents and men ;-~-trembles in 
awful poise; parts asnnder and descends in 
broad sheets, covering everything, dead or alive, 
-in tons of earth for acres around the gaping 
-chaam. Dust and smoke fill the air. Snlphur- 
ODB gas Btifiea the men, and dismay and 
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tWTor BeizeB the minds of all, both Fedexal» 
and Confederates. Ereiybody stood in mo- 
tionlesfl consternation for several minutes, in 
contemplation of the awfiil catastrophe. At 
length the opposing forces began to recover 
their senses as well as their attitude and bear- 
ings, and began to shape themselves for the 
impending conflict. 

Col. McMaster, who commanded Elliott's 
brigade after Gfen. Elliott fell, thus describea 
the scene : 

"The mine was exploded one-quarter of &■ 
a. m., 30th of July, 1864, with 8000 pounds of 
powder. It overwhelmed the battery, the wUole- 
of the eighteenth, three companies of the 
twenty-third, and part of Company A, seven- 
teenth regiment. For some minntes there 
was the utmost consternation among our 
men. Some scampered out of the lines; some,, 
paralyzed with fear, vaguely scratched at the 
connter scarp as if trying to escape. Smoke 
and dust filled the air. 

"A few minutes afterwards Gen. Ledlie's divi- 
sion began to charge. This aroused onr offi- 
cers ; they began to cheer ; and onr men bounded 
on the banquette and commenced firing on the- 
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ranks of men who were rashing in without 

firing a gnn. 

" By this dme Bome of the men of the gallant 
«ighteentfa, who had extricated tlieinselres from 
the bank which covered them, came nuhiDg 
down the trenches, and as many as could 
picked ap guns and began firing. For a con- 
siderable time the firing was done entirely by 
the infantry. In a few minatee after the explo- 
flion M^. Coit, who commanded the most effec- 
tive artillery on our side, came np to see if any 
of his gnns were naipjared. As soon as he 
could r«ach Wright's battery of four guns in 
the ravine to the rear Hansom's brigade, which 
was at least half an hoar after the explosion, 
he began to fire, and shot six hundred balls 
into the divisioDS of Potter, Wilcox and Fer- 
rero, which succeeded Ledlie's division. These 
guns were the only ones on our lines which, 
besides enfilading the enemy at close range, 
«ouId also fire on the Crater and part of our 
lines. M^. Gibba, who had only one gun on 
the right of the Confederate line capable of 
«nfilading the enemy, began with this gun 
about one hour after the explosion and killed 
many of the enemy. One or two hours later 
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M^j. Oibbs aDd M^]. HaBkell moved their 
mortar batteiies and dropped a namber of balls 
in the Crater and lines. 

"In fifteen or twenty minnteB after the explo- 
sion Gen. Elliott came np through the crowded 
ditch,- followed by Col. Smith of the twenty- 
sixth regiment, with a few of his men, and or- 
dered the twenty-sixth and seventeenth to form 
a line on the crest of the hill and charge the 
Crater. He and a few men gallantly jnmped 
upon the crest of the hill, about fifty yards of 
the Crater ; he pointed oat the line, and was in 
less than five minntes shot down and brought 
back. The command then devolved on yoar 
colonel (McMaater), who countermanded the 
order to form on the crest of the hill, which 
was utterly impracticable, and formed some of 
the men in the ditches which went to the rear 
and commanded some yards in rear of the 
Crater. Ooarier after courier was sent to the 
division commander, and one conrier to the 
regiments on the right of the Crater, I ordered 
Col. Smith to take his regiment, with three 
companies of the seventeenth under Capt. 
Crawford (which then were larger than the 
twenty-sixth regiment), to form in the ravine 
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in the rear of the Crater and cover np the gap, 
there to lie down, and riae np and fire when 
necessary, so as to prevent the euemj from 
rnshing down the hill and getting in the rear 
of onr lines. This order was promptly ex- 
ecated and gave the remainder of the seven- 
teenth in the main trench more room to use 
their gans." 

Ab to the damage, let the enemy tell. Qen. 
Meade says; "The aasaolt came principally 
from the right (oor left) of the Crater. The 
enemy brought gone from all points and threw 
shells into the Crater. Gen. Potter began his 
movement towards the crest, and was met by 
another force of the enemy and was compelled 
to fall back." 

G^en. Potter says: "The next fire I saw 
came from the right ; there was a battery be> 
hind some timber which it was very difficalt 
for onr batteries to reach. I ordered my own 
batteries to tnrn their whole attention to that 
one, but they apparently produced no efffct." 

Many ofBcera testify that repeated assaults 
were made to secare the crest. Some say they 
saw them make two distinct charges early in 
the morning, but ware repelled by men who 
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rose np in the rarioe. One fixes the nnmberof 
these men at 200, some as high as 600. These 
men who repelled these charges were the seven- 
teenth and part of the twenty-sixth. 

The negroes, nnmhering 4300 maskets, under 
Gen. Ferrero, rushed to the mine at 8 o'clock, 
and one distinct charge, as alleged, occurred 
soon after. Some of the officers allege their 
men got 200 yards toward the crest, which was 
500 yards in the rear, bnt this is a clear mis- 
take. None ever advanced fifty yarda beyood, 
for I watched their efforts with great anxiety 
ap to about 9 o'clock, aa I believed the fate of 
Petersbnrg depended on it. The officers fre- 
qnently attempted to urge their men forward, 
and some woald msfa across a few yards and 
then ran back. Col. Smith infonned me after 
the battle that the enemy made a charge, and 
npon his men rising and ponring a volley, they 
did not make the attempt again. 

Capt. Crawford, who commanded the detach- 
ment of the seventeenth, aaya : 

"The Federal officers snoceeded in getting 
about 200 men, three different times, oaleide of 
the Crater, and they never advanced more than 
thirty yards before they were driven back." 
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We saw at one tim? fourteen beaoti^ ban- 
□erB waving in the Crater, and gallant offlcers, 
trying to urge their men on in the direction of 
the Cemetery Hill. Bot all efforts to reach this 
point, firom the rear of the Crater, failed by 
9 o'clock. And they then attempted to effect 
their porpose by taking the linea nof th of the 
Ciftter, which woold eecnre them a chance to 
reach the point of their destination, by the ra- 
vine which passed through Ransom's lines. 
This, together with the conformation of the 
ground, necessarily forced the burden of the 
battle oa the Confederate line north of the Cra- 
ter and in close proximity to it; and espe- 
cially on Elliott's brigade, the right of Ran- 
som's brigade and the artillery under t)ie com- 
mand of M%}. Coit. 

Thei enemy, having thus changed their tac- 
tics, would occasionally rush on our right flank. 
We made barricades to oppose them. Then they 
would run down the front of the line and jump 
over, and were met with the bayonet and clubbed 
with the musket. Generally they were repelled ; 
occasionally they sncceeded and captured some 
men. Private Hoke, of Company A, was thus 
cut off, and refused to surrender, and strurk 
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down several of the enemy before he was bay- 
oneted. Few battles could ahow more bayonet 
wounds than this. After a severe hand to hand 
fight, disputing every inch, and losing the gal- 
lant Lieats. Lowry, Pratt, McCorwell and 
Capt. Dnnovant, whoae arm was shot off, and 
many brave men, we were driven down the hill 
to Ransom's brigade, which at this time was 
pouring in an enfilading fire. 

The fonr divisions in front of the tines of 
Elliott's brigade most have numbered 16,000. 
Besides this, GJen. Tamer with 4000 men 
charged Ransom's brigade on our left, and was 
driven back. * * * 

Some time after, Mabone came up; when the 
seventeenth South Carolina regiment was 
tnrned over to him, by order of Gen. Johnson. 
Mahone's men were formed in the line already 
there. It took probably two bonrs before all 
of Mahone's men came into line, and then a 
splendid charge was made. The final charge 
which captured the works was made about 
1 o'clock p. m. * * * Elliott's brigade lost 
677 men — more than half its strength, and fully 
half of the Confederate loss; whereas, ihe 
enemy's Joes, according to Gen. Grant's esti- 
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mate, was above 5000 men, inclnctiog twenty- 
three regimental commanders and two com- 
manders of brigades. 

Major J. C. Coit, in his account of the part 
taken by his artillery in this desperate conflict, 
thus describes the conduct of Elliott's brigade : 

"The dread upheaval had rent in twain 
Elliott's brigade, and the men to the right and 
left of the hoge abyss recoiled for a moment, in 
terror and dismay. But when I reached the 
Crater, which could not have exceeded ten min- 
utes after the explosion, I found Elliott's men 
standing firm and undaunted, almost up to the 
very borders of the Crater. From my position 
in Wright's battery, the whole of the line from 
the ravine to the Crater was exposed to my 
view, and I witnessed the hand to hand engage- 
ment in each successive charge made by the 
enemy, and I venture to say that more men 
were killed with the bayonet and clubbed guns 
than in any other engagement during the war. 
The only thing separating our men and the 
enemy in the same ditch were hastily thrown 
up traverses, over the tops of which the oppos- 
ing forces crossed their bayonets and delivered 
their Are. So stubbornly did Elliott's men con- 
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teat every inch of the groand that the enemy, fail- 
iog to press down the line from the direction of 
the Crater, resorted to the expedient of rnshing 
from the Crater down the front of onr works 
and Jamping pellmell apon Elliott's men in the 
trenches. I witnessed this manoeuvre executed 
several times ; sometimes with saccess, hat 
oftener they were repulsed or bayoneted as 
they leaped the works. In this manner did 
they gain the little gronnd they held of our 
lines to the left of the Crater. * * • The 
only mistaken movement I noticed was when 
one of our regiments — the twenty-sixth 
South Carolina volnnteers; I think Smith's — 
attempted to leave the line and occupy the 
open groand between the Crater and Elliott's- 
headquarters. It was an effort gallantly made 
to interpose and prevent the advance of the 
enemy in the direction of Cemetery Hill and 
the plank road. 

" The whole of this ground was swept by the 
enemy's artillery and musketry from their main 
line, not to apeak of the fire from those within 
onr works. No troops could stand a moment 
exposed to such a fire, and such as did not fall 
were immediately withdrawn. I think it was- 
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at this time Elliott was woiinded. The saddest 
«igbc I saw was the wounded left in this ex- 
posed position appealing for help antil they 
sank down in death. Any attempt to remove 
them wonld have "been vain onder that fire. 

" It was thus the battle raged from daylight 
until the arrival of MahoQe's division, which, 
I think, was near 11 o'clock. The troops nnder 
Uahone were formed in the ravine in rear of 
Elliott's beadqnartera, extending from the cov- 
ered way in a direction between the Crater and 
the plank road. New hope was inspired by 
the arrival of reinforcements, and not without 
good caase, for 'no sooner did Mahone's men 
emerge from the ravine at a doable qaick than 
did the imnaense mass in rear of the Grater 
break, and without standing upon the order of 
their going, sought shelter in the cover of their 
main line. The fire of the artillery was In- 
creased, and as Mahone's nien neared the 
Crater Wright's guna were turned upon the fly- 
ing masses in front of the salient. The 
filaaghter was terrific, and probably more men 
were killed in the retreat than in the advance. 
The victory was virtually won, but those of 
the enemy within the Crater continued for some 
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time the desperate contest. In my opinion 
they remained in the Crater more from fear of 
mnning the gaantlet to their own lines than 
from any hope of holding their position. At 
1 o'clock p. m. the white flag was raised and 
the final snrrender of the Crater made. 

"From the time of the explosion until the 
charge of Hahone's division the men of 
Blliott*B brigade bore the bmnt of the battle 
and, with a portion of Jtansom's, were the only 
infantry troops that I saw opposing the advance 
of the enemy to Cemetery Hill and the plank 
road, at least to the left of the Crater. To the 
bravery and skillful handling of the brigade 
is dae, more than to all other infantry troops, 
the credit of saving Petersburg on that day." 

"Wise's brigade on the right doubtless did its 
duty as faithfully and well aa Ransom's brig- 
ade on the left ; and with the assistance of the 
artillery on their respective lines, together with 
the enfilading fire of onr heavy batteries north 
of the Appomattox, confined the chaiging col- 
umns of the enemy to a narrow field directly in 
front of and covering the exploded salient ; so 
that when Kfahooe arrived his division covered 
the full Federal front, and thus the superior 
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weight of the enemy's crowded colnmaB was 
neutralized. Hence, the crowded and demor- 
alized condition of the enemy gave the heroic 
Confederates the advantage, and they knew it. 
Therefore, on the arrival of the reinforcements, 
both the infantry and artillery on either side 
of the Crater opened with Increased zeal upon 
the seething mass, while Mahone charged ap 
in front, and with a perfect cataract of consam- 
ing fire swept ont the entire Federal force and 
re-estabished oar lines completely. 

MaJ. Wm. H. Powell, of the Union army, an 
active participant, describes this battle sab- 
fltantially as follows, to-wit : 

'* It was a magnificent spectacle, and as the 
mass of earth went up into the air, carrying 
with it men, gans, carriages and timbers, and 
spread out like an immense clond as it reached 
its altitade, so close were the Union lines that 
the mass appeared as if it woald descend im- 
mediately apoQ the troops waiting to make the 
charge. This cansed them to break and scatter 
to the rear, and about ten minutes were con- 
sumed in reforming for the attack. Not much 
was lost by this delay, however, as it took 
nearly that time for the clond of dust to pass 
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off. The order was then given for the adrance. - 
Ab no part of the Union line of breastworks- 
bad been removed (which woald have been an 
arduous as well as hazardons undertaking)^ 
the troops clambered over them as best they 
conld. This in itself broke the ranks, and they 
did not stop to reform, bat rasbed ahead to- 
ward the Crater, aboat 130 yards distant, the 
debris from the explosion having covered ap- 
the abatis and chevaux de frise in front of the- 
enemy's works. 

"Liltle did these men anticipate what they 
woald see apon arriving there : An enormous ■ 
hole in the ground about 30 feet deep, 60 feet 
wide and 170 feet long, filled with dust ; great 
blocks of clay, guns, broken carriages, project- 
ing timbers, and men buried in various ways — 
some ap to the necks, others to the waists, and - 
some with only their feet and legs protruding, 
from the earth. One of these near me was . 
palled out, and proved to be a second lieurenant 
of the battery which had been blown up. The 
fresh air revived him, and he was soon able to 
walk and talk. He was very grateful and said 
that he was asleep when the explosion took 
place, and only awoke to fi nd himself wriggling ; 
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np in the air *, then a few secoDds afterwards, 

he felt himself descending a&d soon lost con- 

BcioQsness. 

"The whole scene of the explosion strnck 
-every one damb with astonishment as we ar- 
Tived at the crest of the debris. It was impoB- 
slble for the troops of the second brigade to 
move fcffward in line, as they had advanced ; 
and, owing to the broken state they were In— 
every man crowding np to look into the hole— 
and being pressed by the first brigade, which 
was immediately in rear, it was equally impos- 
-flible to move by the flank, by any command, 
-around the Crater. Before the brigade com- 
manders conld realize the sitaation the two 
brigades became inextricably mixed, in the de- 
'Sire to look into the hole. 

" However, Col. Marshall yelled to the second 
brigade to move forward, and the men did so, 
jdmping, sliding and tumbling into the hole, 
over the debris of material, and dead and dy- 
ing men, and hnge blocks of solid clay. They 
were followed by G«d. Bartlett's brigade. Dp 
on the other side of the Crater they climbed, 
and while a detachment stopped to place two 
of the dismantled gana of the battery in posi- 
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4ioD on the enemy's aide of the crest of the Cra- 
ter, a portiuD of the leading hiigade passed 
over the crest and attempted to reform. Id do- 
ing so members of these regiments were killed 
by maaket balls from the rear, fired by the 
Coofaderatea who were still occnpying the 
traverses and intrenchmenca to the right and 
left of the Crater. These men had been 
awakened by the noiae and shock of the explo- 
-sion, and daring the interval before the attack 
^ad recovered their eqoanimity, and when the 
Union troops attempted to reform on the 
•enemy aide of the Crater, they had faced abont 
■and delivered a fire Into the backs of oar men. 
This coming so anexpectedly caased the form- 
ing line to fall back into the Crater. * * * 
After falling back into the Crater a partial for* 
mation was made by Gen. Bartlett and Col. 
Harshall with some of their troops, bat owing to 
the precipitooa walla the men coald find no foot- 
ing except by facing inward, digging their heels 
into the earth, and throwing their backs against 
the side of the Grater, or aqnatting in a half sit- 
ting posture, and some of the men were shot 
even there by the fire from the enemy in the 
traverses. It was at this Jnnctnre that Col. 
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Marshall reqaesCed me to go to Gen. Ledlie and 
explain the conditioo of affairs, * * * 
which was done. 

" While the abore was taking place the 
eoemy had not been idle. He had brought a 
battery from his left to bear upon the position, 
and as I itarted on my errand the crest of the 
Crater was being swept with canister. Special 
attention was given to this battery by onr ar- 
tillery, but for some reason or other the ene- 
my's guns could not be silenced. « « • Bat 
the firing on the Crater was incessant, and it 
was as beavy a fire of canister as was ever 
poured continuously upon a single objective 
point. It was as utterly impracticable to re- 
form a brigade in the Crater as It wonld be to 
marshal bees into line after upaettiDg the 
hive ; and equally as impracticable to reform 
outside of the Crater, under the severe fire in 
front and rear, as it would be to hold a dress 
parade in fix)nt of a charging enemy. * • * 
Gfen. Qriffln's line, however, overlapped the 
Crater on the left, where two or three of his 
regiments sought shelter in the Crater. Those 
OD the right passed over the Irenchea, but owing 
to the peculiar character of the enemy's works. 
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which were not single, bat complex and invo- 
luted, and filled with pits, traveraeB, and bomb- 
proofs, fonning a labyrinth as difficult of 
passage as the Crater itself, the brigade was 
broken np, and meeting the severe fire of can- 
ister, also fell back into the Crater, which was 
then fnll to suffocation. Every organization 
melted away as soon as it entered this hole in 
the ground, into a mass of human beings cling- 
ing by toes and heels to the almost perpendic- 
ular sides. If a man was shot on the crest he 
fell and rolled to the bottom of the pit. 

" From the actions of the enemy, even at this 
time, as could be seen by bis moving columns 
in front, he was not exactly certain aa to the 
intentions of the Union commander; he ap- 
peared to think that possibly the mine explo- 
sion was but a feint and that the main attack 
would come from some other qaarler. How- 
ever, he massed some of his troops in a hollow 
in front of the Crater, and held them in that 
position. » * * 

"Orders were, however, being given con- 
stantly to the division commanders of the white 
troops to push the men forward as fast as could 
be done, and this was, in substance, about all 
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the orders that were received hj them dnring 
the day, Dp to the time of the order for the- 
withdrawal. When (Jen- "Wilcox came with 
the third division to the sapport of the first, he- 
foond the latter and three regiments of hia own,, 
together with the regiment of Potter's second 
division, which had gone in on the right, sa 
completely filling np the Crater that no more- 
troops could be got in there, and he therefore 
ordered an attack with the remainder of his 
division on the works of the enemy to the left of 
the Crater. This attack was snccessfal ao far 
as to carry the intrenchments for about l&O- 
yards ; bat they were held only for a short time. 
" Previoas to this last movement, I had gone 
to Cten. Ledlie, and arged him to try to have 
something done on the right to left of the' 
Crater, saying that every man who got into th& 
trenches to the right or left of it ased them as 
a meana of escape to the Crater, and the enemy 
was re-occapying them as oar men left. All 
the satisfaction I received was an order to go- 
back and tell the brigade commanders to get 
their men oat and press forward to Cemetery 
Hill. This talk and these orders, coming from 
a commander sitting in a bomb-proof inside 
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the Union lineB, were diBgnstiag. I returned 
again to tlie Crater and delivered the orders^ 
which I knew beforehand conld not possibly be 
obeyed ; and I told Gen. Ledlie so before I left 
him. Upon my retnra to the Crater I de- 
voted my attention to the movements of the 
enemy, who was evidently making diapositioDS^ 
for an assault. 

"Abont two hoars after • « • (Jen. Ferrero,. 
commanding the colored division of the ninth 
corps, received an order to advance his divi- 
sion, pass the white troops which had halted,, 
and move on to carry the crest of Cemetery 
Hill at all hazards. Gen. Ferrero did not think 
it advisable to move his division in, as there 
were three divisions of white troops already 
hnddled together, and he so reported to Col. 
Charles G. Loring of Gen. Bnrnside's staff. 
Loring requested Ferrero to wait until he conld 
report to Gen. Bamside. Gen. Ferrero declined 
to wait, and then Col. Loring gave him an or- 
der, in Gfen. Barnside's name, to halt withont 
passing over the Union works, which order he 
obeyed. Col. Loring went off to report to Gen.. 
Barnside, came back, and reported that the 
order was peremptory for the colored division 
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to advance at all hazards. The divisioii tben 
-started in, moved by the left flank, under a 
moat galllDg fire, passed aroand the Grater on 
the crest of the debris, and all bat one regi- 
-ment passed beyond the Crater. The fire apon 
them was incessant and severe, and many acts 
of personal heroism were done by officers and 
men. Their drill for this object had been nn- 
-qaestionably of great benefit to them, and had 
they led the attack, fifteen or twenty minatea 
from the time the debris of the explosion had 
settled would have foand them at Cemetery 
Hill before the enemy coald have bronght a 
gnn to bear on them. Sat the leading brigade 
sirnck the enemy's force, which I had pre- 
-vionsly reported as massed in Aront of the 
"Crater, and in a sharp little action the colored 
troops captared some two hundred prisoners 
and a stand of colors, and recaptured a stand 
of colors belonging to a white regiment. * * * 
In this almost hand to hand conflict the colored 
troops became somewhat disorganized, and 
some twenty minntes were conaamed in re- 
forming ; then they made the attempt to move 
forward again. Bat, nneapported, sabjected 
to a galling flre from batteries on the flanks, 
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and front infantry fire in front and partly on the 
flank, they broke np in disorder and fell back 
to the Crater, the majority passing on to the 
Union line of defenses, carrying with them a 
number of the white troops who were in the- 
Crater and In the enemy^s intrenchments. * * * 
When they fell back and broke np in disorder 
it was the closing scene of the tragedy. • * •■ 

"The enemy's gnna suddenly ceased their 
long continued and nnintermpted fire on the 
Crater, and the adrancing colnmn charged in 
the face of feeble resistance offered by the 
Union troops. • • * Over the crest and Into the 
Crater they ponred, and a hand to hand con- 
flict ensued. It was of short daration, how- 
ever; crowded aa onr troops were, and without 
organization, resistance was vain. Many were 
bayoneted at the time — some probably that 
wonld not have been, except for the excitement 
of battle. About 87 officers and 16S2 men of 
the ninth corps were captared, the remainder 
retiring to onr own lines." 

The above, added to the casualties in killed 
and wonnded, runs the Union loss np to aboat 
6000; whereas the Confederate losses did not 
exceed 1200, killed, wounded and missing. 
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More than twenty ceataries have elapsed 
since the Spartan king and his little band of 
heroes were crashed to death by the Persian 
hosts in the bloody defiles of Thermopylae ; 
still the fame of their exploits goes echoing 
along the corridors of time to the distant fatare. 

A little more than half a centnry has passed 
since that immortal trio, Travis, Crockett and 
Bowie, with the little garrison of Texas pa- 
triots stood to death within the walls of the 
historic Alamo, their mutilated bodies con- 
sumed in one funeral pile, and fiom whose 
ashes the fires of liberty sprang up to light the 
infant republic to glory and independence ; 
and who has not heard the blood curdling story 
of their sacrificial death } 

Later still, we read of Lord Cardigan and 
the immortal Six Hundred, who dashed to 
death on the fatal field of Balaklava. 

A halo of glory imperishable radiates ft'om all 
these honored names, which now grace and shall 
forever adorn the pages of history while time 
shall last. And I fain would say that the sturdy 
heroism and unswerving valor of Pegram's ar- 
tilerists and Elliott's Carolinians, who — after 
they were blown up,, then buried — rallied and 
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atood Id the breach against the combined and 
persistent assanlts of more than 16,000 veter- 
ans for six mortal hoars — and until relief 
came, the enemy expelled, and Petersburg 
saved — entitle them and each of them to a name 
and a place alongside of Leonidas, Cardigan 
and the Texas trio, and among the world's 
greatest heroes. 



CHAPTER XIIL 



BATTLE OF REAM'S STATION. 



" Shall we go throw awa^ our coaU of steel. 
And wrap our bodies ia black mourning gowns. 
Numbering our Ave Marias with our beads ? 
Or sball we on the helmets of our foea 
TcU our devotion with avengeful arms 7 " 

The Weldon railroad had been seized by the 
enemy daring onr absence on the north side, 
and was now held by Warren's corps in the 
neighborhood of the Q-lobe Tavern. Hancock 
had also been ordered back from Beep Bot- 
tom and was operating on Warren's left, de- 
stroying the Weldon railroad in the riclnity of 
Beam's Station. We bad met and defeated 
Hancock at Deep Bottom on the Long Bridge 
road and at Fassell's Mill on the north side, 
and on the afternoon of the 34th of August 
were ordered to tackle him again at Ream's 
Station. Accordingly, at 3 o'clock the light 
division — minas Thomas's brigade— accompa- 
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nied by Heth's division and Pegram battalion 
of artillery, all under command of oar dash- 
ing corps commander, A. P. Hill, moved oat of 
the works, and by a circaitous line of march, 
west of the Weldon railroad, proceeded to dis- 
charge the daty assigned as. 

About dark we went into bivouac some three 
miles west of Ream's Station, cooked rations 
and spent the night. About 8 o'clock the next 
morning we moved up to within half a mile of 
the station and formed into line of battle, Wil- 
cox on the right and Heth on the left. Scales's 
brigade had led the light division, and before 
McGowan's brigade could be placed in posi- 
tion Scales's sharpshooters, under Maj. 
John D. Young, had advanced and en- 
gaged the Federal sharpshooters. McGk)wan'8 
sharpshooters were called for the moment the 
brigade came into line, and I was directed to 
move to the front, and cover and support 
Young while he disposed of the Federal cavalry 
in his front. 

Gen. Wilcox further directed that if on ad- 
vancing it should transpire that the enemy 
was too strong for Young, or overlapped him 
on one or the other flank, I should uncover and 
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more ap on the exposed flank, and assist him 
in dispersing the insolent raiders. The battal- 
ion was promptly deployed and moved for- 
ward throagh the woods to a point some 
seventy-five or one handred yards in rear of 
Yonng's line, when it was discovered that the 
enemy was present in large force, and extended 
indefinitely on both flanks of the battalion in 
front. We therefore ancovered Yonng and 
moved ap on his right. After consultation 
with Yonng, and a survey of the sltnation in 
front, it was determined to make a drive at 
whatever might oppose as, and orders were so 
given. We advanced slowly throagh the 
woods, atrack a strong line of Federal sharp- 
shooters at the edge of a field beyond, 
well covered with rifle pits, and went at them 
with a yell and a charge. The Federals re- 
sponded to every shot, and defiantly clnng to 
their position antil we were abont to overwhelm 
them, when they broke and fled across the field 
to cover of their main line on therailroadat the 
opposite side of the field. Here the roadbed 
was graded np to the height of from three to foar 
feet, and behind which, instead of a small force 
■of cavalry, lay Hancock's entire corps of in- 
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iMXiXTf, with nine pieces of artillery placed in 
battery aloag the lloe of the load. They re- 
oalred tis frith a blizzard as we cleared the field 
of their skirmiahera. We eogaged them at 
abort range for a few mioateB furiously, and un- 
til we dereloped their AiU strength — which was 
too great for us — when we dropped back to the 
orest of the ridge, a distance of about 400 
yards, as our rifles measured it, where we set- 
tled ourselves for buslnesB. Oar line lay Just 
back of the crest, from which we delivered our 
fire, and which offered ua foir protection from 
their guns. The line of battle lay some 000 
yards behind us In the wood. Here, delib- 
erately, bat without malice, planning the de- 
•traotlon of their enemies, the sharpshooters 
oarefally estimated the distance between the 
Lines, the depression of the ground where the 
«aemy lay, the course the ball would take 
1q its trajectory flight, and the exact point where 
it would cut the line of fire; then acyusting 
their sights accordingly, they entered upon the 
work in hand. 

At the command the entire battalion stepped 
forward to the crest and delivered a volley, 
then dropped back to load. The enemy re- 
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flpoDclecl from the leogth of theii line witb 
musket and gan in fall ohonu, fairly rakiog 
the crest of the ridge with shot and shell 
and the deadlj minnie. The sharpshooters, 
continuing the fire at will, bat rapidly, for five 
mortal hoora swept the Federal breastworks 
with a perfect sheet of lead. A relay of active 
cooriers played between the front and main 
line, and replenished oar cartridge boxes from 
the brigade from time to time as the battle 
progressed. The battalion fired one handred 
and sixty rounds per man duiing the five hours 
of conflict. At noon the roar and crash of the 
Federal guns was terrific, but as the day de- 
clined the vigor of their defense relaxed and 
finally subsided. The sharpshooters moanted 
the crest and with unerring aim proceeded to 
split the scalp of every mother's son that dared 
to lift hia head above the breastwork. The 
tenacity with which the gentlemen in blue 
hagged the trenches, at first amosing, at length 
began to touch the sympathies ( jnst a little bit) 
of these trained riflemen, who now turned their 
attention to the artillery horses hitched a short 
distance in the rear ; and at almost every shot 
some gay steed wonld rear and sqneal and 
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writbe and die, so that a great many of their 
best horaefl were biUed or disabled before the 
final assaalt was made. 

At the beginning of the action J. G. Lore 
and Oscar Bookman had been sent some dis- 
tance to the right of our line, which was with- 
oat connection in that direction and therefore 
exposed, with instractions to take position in 
an old road which crossed the ridge we occu- 
pied and ran diagonally across oar front into 
the enemy's tines, about opposite to the right 
of the battalion, there to watch the enemy and 
gnard oar flank. The road was hedged on 
both sides by a heavy growth of basbes and 
afforded ample cover to the videttes ; who, dis- 
covering the advantages of their position, 
slipped down the road some distance in advance 
of the line and pat in some good shots before 
tbey were discovered. The artillerlste at one 
of tbe Federal gans spotted tbe videttes in tbe 
road, then training the gan and catting the 
fuse at proper length, awiUted their oppor- 
tanity. About thie time B. K. Benson and an- 
other man, whose name I cannot recall, who 
had been sent to relieve Love and Bookman, 
reacbed tbe post and were receiving instrac- 
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tioDB. The foar were Btanding close togetbet- 
when Love and Benson, seeing a pnff of smoke 
shoot oat from the mazzle of the gan, sprang 
aa far as they coald, fell flat to the groand and 
escaped nnhart, while Bookman and the otbpr 
man, standing with their backs toward the 
enemy, saw not the smoke, and were literally 
riddled by a shrapnel shell thrown plnmp to- 
the spot. A braver man than Oscar Bookmai> 
never laid down bis life for the Southern canee^ 
and I fain would name the other, as the peer of 
Bookman or any other Soathem Soldier, bat 
cannot. This was aboat the last Federal gan- 
fired before the final assaalt. 

At 4 o'clock in the afternoon MaJ. PegraiB' 
brought ap bis artillery and placed it at proper 
intervals along the crest of the ridge occupied' 
by onr left, and not a Federal dared to laise- 
his head above the works. The line of battle nlso 
advanced, and Pegram opened, dropping shoe 
and shell just over the breastworks. The enemy 
responded feebly. The sharpshooters had 
nobly done their duty, and as the line of battle- 
passed were ordered to cease firing and rest 
upon their arms, while the brigade should com- 
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plete the work which they had so skillfally 
oondacted to this point. 

Bat when the Confederate battle cry was 
raised and the lines went sweeping acrosa the 
'field amid the roar of artillery and the clash of 
arms, the sharpshooters conld not be held; so 
they were turned loose, and the whole force — 
sharpshooters and all^like a "raahing mighty 
wind " stormed down upon the Federal lines and 
-over the breastworks, completely ronting the 
whole force, which fled through the woods in 
the wildest oonfasion, leaving in oar Iiands the 
-nine pieces of artillery, with such horses as 
had not been killed, and more than two thoa- 
sand prisoners. As well might King Canute 
have said to Old Ocean's swelling tide, " Thns 
far and no fortherl" as to try to stay that 
-determined onset. 

Some of the captured guns were tamed apon 
the fleeing Federals ; and among others, Capt. 
Hasell took charge of a captured gan on oor 
right, bat finding no lanyard, jerked off one of 
Ms suspenders to anpply the deficiency, and 
sent the shells screaming and crashing through 
the tops of the trees, more than fifty feet above 
the heads of the tallest Yankees. 
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Eeth's diriBioD had been repulsed in its first 
aBsaalta on the Federal 'right, bat gallantly 
carried its part of the works in the final assanlt.. 
Onr success was complete and oar losses slight. 
The sharpshooters, besides a large nnmber of 
prisoners, brought out some thirty or forty ex- 
cellent horses, first choice of which Oen.. 
McCfowan awarded to the battalion commander 
in acknowled^ent of the valnable services- 
rendered by that gallant corps in the brilliant 
affair. The brigade only lost 23 men in killed; 
and wounded, including the casualties of the- 
sharpshooters. 

G^n. O. B. Wilcox, of the Union army,, 
writing of the results of this engagement, says :: 
"At S o'clock Hill had opened with his artillery v 
both shot and shell, some of which took the- 
works in reverse, bat did little acttial damage- 
other than demoralizing the men; of whont 
there were many, even of the old regiments, 
who never had come to fight, but to ran on the 
first chance, or get into the hospital — and ho ^ 
for a pension afterwards. ' Some of their offi- 
cers could not speak a word of English,* says 
Hancock in his report, 'and were therefore- 
withont that mutual intelligence and supports 
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which battle demands, and with nothing in 
-common with their men bat panic' The fiiat 
assault came on Miles, opposite his fourth brig- 
ade, and at a point of the line held by the 
'Consolidation ot material of different regiments. 
Por a tim&the severity of Miles's fire, the slash- 
ing and other obstacles on the ground, stag- 
;gered the assaalting colamn, and they mast 
have baffled it completely if the fire had con- 
tinned only a few minntes longer. As it was, 
-the assailants were thrown into considerable 
-confasion, when suddenly our recruits gave way 
and a break occurred of two regiments on the 
right, and though Mites ordered up what little 
j^serve he had, these men would neither move 
forward nor fire. Still Lieut. Gleo. K. Danchy, 
■of McKnight's twelfth New Tork battery, 
turned hie guns on the breach with effect, until 
the enemy crept along the silent rifle pits, cap- 
tured the battery, and turned a gun inside oar 
lines. Murphy's brigade of the second divi- 
fiion being likewise driven off, the enemy cap- 
tured the tenth Massachusetts battery and 
Battery B, first Rhode Island artillery, on his 
front, thoDgh it was served with 'marked gal- 
Jantry ' to the last." * * * 
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" The Union- loss was 140 kiUed, 629 woanded 
and 3073 captnred or misBlng— 2742. The loss 
of the Confederates reached a total of 720, 
mostly in killed and woanded." — Editors Cen- 
tury War Series, vol. iv., page 573. 

Qen. Grant saya : "On the 25tli the second 
corps and Gregg's division of cavalry, while at 
Ream's Station destroying the railroad, were 
attacked, and after desperate fighting a part of 
oar line gave way, and five pieces of artillery 
fell into the bands of the enemy." — Ibid, page 
677. 

Mr. Grant had overlooked the foar other 
pieces of artillery, and the two thousand pris- 
oners, horses, etc., which at the aame time fell 
into onr hands. 

I am not informed as to the part taken in 
this action by Lane's sharpshooters, or the dif- 
ferent corps of Heth's division, bat am snre 
their part of the work was well and faithfully 
done. The two battalions of McGowan and 
Scales, I personally know, bore a conspicnoas 
part in the contest on the Confederate right, and 
literally covered themselves with glory, to 
which the short engagement and insignificant 
loss of the brigades clearly testify. 
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Both Oens. Wilcox and McGowan complU 
mented the conduct of the sharpahooters in the 
most gratifying terms, and attributed the mag- 
nificent resaltB of the affair largely to their 
skill and daring in demoraliziDg the enemy 
and tying them down behind their works before 
the final assault was made. And Gkn. Mc- 
Gowan ever afterwards spoke of the battle of 
Ream's Station as "the sharpshooters' fight.** 

" Sound, aouad the clarion, fill the fife t 
To all the senanal world proclaim, 
One crowded hour of gloriona life 
la worth an ag'e without a name." 

We remained at Beam's Station aniil next 
morning, when we returned to oar position on 
the Weldon railroad in front of Petersburg. 
The sharpshooters resumed their place in front 
and enjoyed a short season of comparative rest, 
which proved a panacea for all the physical 
discomforts which they had been required to 
endnre in the anremitting aclivities of the 
Ciimpaign for more than four months. 



CHAPTER XIV. 



INCIDENTS AND DEMONSTRATIONS. 



And light is laiagltd with the gloom. 

And joy with grief ; 
Divineat competiHtioiia come. 
Through thorns of judgment mercies bloom 

In aweet relief. 

— WeiTTKR. 

Tbe poscion taken hy the sharpshooters was 
some 600 yards in front of the brigade, and 
well covered with rifle pita. The right on the 
edge of a cornfield, the left In a dense forest. 
The Federal pickets coa&onted ns on the oppo- 
site side of the cornfield, with their right in tbe 
wooda at a aniform distance of some 400 
yards. 

Daring the night we maintained a chain of 
videttea about 100 yards in advance of the rifle 
pits, and for several daya gave ourselves np to 
relaxation and rest. Tbe stillness of the for- 
ests, the softness of the atmosphere and the 
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moaniDg of the piiieB — scarce rising abore a 
whiaper — stole away oar senses and invited us 
to sleep. We yielded, and for three days and 
nights — save the videttes — everybody slept. 

The videttes were relieved every two hours, 
and their lines visited regularly by the officers, 
once at least, between reliefs. I took my turn 
with the other officers. A vidette is never 
allowed to sleep on Lis post, and the penalty 
attached to this rate is death. Notwithstand- 
ing the sanctity of the trust and the terrible 
penalty of the law, men would sometimes give 
down under sheer exhaustion, and not only risk 
their own lives, but hazard the lives of their 
comrades and the safety of the cause they are 
placed there to guard and defend. On one of 
my rounds about midnight I approached a post 
and found the poor fellow lying prone upon the 
ground, with his rifle underneath him, clasped 
in both hands, fast asleep. I walked around 
him several times to arouse him, then seized 
the gun and wrenched it from his grasp; and 
still he slept. My heart sank within me and my 
eyes filled with tears, as I stood there in the 
stillness of that dark night, contemplating that 
manly form, whose proud spirit had led the 
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charge on many a goiy field, prostrate upon 
the groand, aatnre exhausted, sound asleep in 
the very presence of the enemy, and in fall con- 
Bcioasness of the penalty prescribed for snch 
ail ofiTense. I was almost overcome with grief. 
But my daty was plain. Betnrning to the lines 
I delivered the gna to a sergeant and ordered 
the man arrested, which was done before he 
awoke. Charges were preferred the next day, 
the court martial called and the day set for 
trial. Time elapsed, the day of trial came, and 
the stem jndge advocate took his seat with his 
associates aronnd him and the offender before 
him. The charges were read and not denied ; 
and there remained nothing to be done on the 
part of the coart bat pronounce sentence. At 
this point a brief, in mitigation of the offense, 
was submitted by the prosecutor on behalf of 
the offender, which after reciting the circum- 
stances of the offense, the story of his exploits 
on the field, and the nnsnliied character of the 
offender as a man and soldier, closed with a 
prayer for clemency and the suspension of 
judgment. This paper, aft er doe consideration 
by the court, was declared to be not only am- 
ple as a ground of clemency, but a complete 



304 Lee'i Sharf shooters ; or, 

TiadicatioQ of the offender'a honor as a soldier. 
And so he was discharged witih a sound admo- 
nition by the coart, and retamed to duty with- 
oat punishmeat — to the joy of his comrades of 
the line. It is needless to say that we never 
had another such offense. 

The com in the field between the lines was 
in a fall state of roasting ear, and being on 
neatral groand, both sides claimed the right to 
forage from it, at least to the center of the field. 
This foraging was continaed, without objection, 
antil the field was stripped to a narrow bell 
running across the center, when the sharp- 
shooters were ordered to stop. Despite the 
order, however, a few shifty, hungry, daring 
fellows, leaving their arms and accoutrements 
on the rifle pits to deceive their officers, would 
now and then slip off and get a mess of com. 
This was continaed on both sides nntil there 
remained only a scattering ear here and there 
along the center. Finally, John Kilgore, a thin 
ribbed, self sustaining, nimble jointed sharp- 
shooter, slipped oat to get a few ears of corn, 
when he met one of his blae coated, well fed 
neighbors on the same errand. He discovered 
that the gentleman in blue supported a brand 
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neftr hat, the like of which he had not seen for 
years, and determined to capture him, hat and 
all — at all events the hat. Accordingly, eonnd- 
ing the charge, he made for the fellow at fnll 
speed; and now they bad it ap and down, and 
round and round through the dense mass of 
growing com, until the Federal dropped the 
hat and made a bee line for home. Kilgore 
easpended the charge, picked up the hat, gath- 
ered his com and qaietly returned to his post 
satisfied, and reported the results of the expe- 
dition. 

Like the prophet of the Lord at Dothan, Lee 
and bia little army at Petershui^ were com- 
passed aboat witb horses and chariots and a 
great hoat, awaiting the opportunity to over- 
whelm and destroy them. Bat there was a 
ring of fire interreufng, which so far conld not 
be evaded or overcome. Strategy and daah 
and blandering audacity were alternately re- 
sorted to by the investors, but to this juncture 
of no avail. Meanwhile our numbers and 
means of support were diminishing, with no 
prospect of assistance or relief. 

Oq the 16th day of September Q*n. Wilcox 
ordered the two battalions of McG^owan and 
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Lane to drive in the Federal sharpehooters and 
discover the attitnde and temper of their main 
liae in front of the light division. We accord- 
ingly formed and deployed ; Wooten on the 
right and Donlap on the left of the Weldon 
railroad, the general himself being present in 
person and directing the movement. 

We advanced throngh the cornfield, at com- 
mon time, antil the enemy discovered onr ap- 
proach and opened on na. We returned tbe 
fire, and with a yell and charge went crashing 
throngh their picket lines like a cyclone. We 
pnrsaed them to cover of their fortificatione 
andengagedtbeirmain line. After teasing and 
worrying their line of battle for some time we 
were recalled, and returned to oar position with 
a number of prisoners. Gen. Wilcox compli- 
mented the sharpshooters npon the promptness 
and skill with which his orders bad been exe- 
cuted. Bat we coald not quite understand the 
purpose of the demonstration. It afterwards 
transpired, however, which explained it all, 
that Hampton, with a select body of daring 
horsemen, had galloped round the Federal left, 
gained their rear, and at the very moment we 
were entertaining Mr. G-rant in front, Hampton 
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was engaged some miles in the rear, dispersing; 
bis guards and captaring liis beef cattle. The 
expedition was completely successfal, resolting 
in the captare of a herd of 3500 fine fat beeves 
and a namber of prisoners, which were safely 
landed within the Confederate lines. 

So passed the time, until near the close oT 
September, during which time we were resting, 
eating fat beef and gathering strength for the 

next tilt. 

» 

A gallant Union soldier thus describes his 
intense nervous excitement on going into bat- 
tle: "My knees knocked together and my 
teeth clattered like a thnndergnst of wood- 
peckers in a forest of dead chestnuts." A good 
description. 



t 



^ 



CHAPTER XV. 



BATTLE OP JONES'S FARM. 



"Half a hundred cannon threw np their emetic, 

And thirtj thousand muakets flung their pills 
Like hail, to make a bloody diuretic ; 

Bfortalitj 1 Thou hast thj monthly bills 1 
Thy plagues, thy famiaea, thy physicians ; yet tick. 

Like the death watch, within our ears the ills 
Past, present, and to come ; but all may yield 

To the true portrait of one battlefield." 

On the 39th the tentb and eighteenth Federal 
corps ander Ord and Bimey, from Butler's 
army, assaulted the five brigades under Ander- 
80Q at Fort Harrison, Dorth of the James, and 
sacceeded in capturing and holding a part of 
our works. On the next morning early, Mc- 
Gowan's brigade was ordered to reinforce 
Anderson on the north side. Aboat 9 o'clock 
the brigade was pat in motion, marched through 
the outskirts of Petersburg, crossed the Ap- 
pomattox above town, and took the road for 
Richmond. We had only gone a few miles 



210 Lee's Sharpshooters; or, 

when we were halted and ordered to retnrn to 
oor position in front of Petersborg. Grant, 
taking advantage of the absence of troops aenc 
to reinforce Anderson, had assailed onr right 
and carried our works in the neigbborhood of 
Poplar Spring, and with a heavy colnmn was 
advancing on the South Side railroad. McGow- 
. an's brigade was halted on its return near 
Battery No. 45, and lay there antil about 
3 o'clock in the afternoon, when it was moved out 
on the Boydton plank road, to a point where 
the Church road crosses, along which the Fed- 
eral column was advancing. Here we found 
Lane's brigade already in position, and formed 
on his left. Onr line ran perpendicularly 
across the Church road, fronting the Jones 
house, which sat on a ridge or elevated plateau 
some six hundred yards in front. The enemy 
had already occupied the ridge and basement 
of the Jones house with a heavy line of sharp- 
shooters, who began to pepper ub with a scat' 
teriug fire the instant onr lines were formed. 

The sharpshooters were deployed and ad- 
vanced ander a stinging fire into a basin shaped 
depression in the face of the hill this side of 
the Jones honse, where we were protected from 
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the enemy's fire by the rising ground in front. 
Here oar line was adjusted to the work in hand,, 
and orders extended to prepare for action. 
When everything was ready, with arms at a 
trail and bodies well stooped, the beautiful line- 
alipped across and up the sloping side of the- 
inclining basin, until oar movements could no 
longer be concealed, when at the command,- 
" Up, guards, and at 'era I fire and charge 1" the 
entire line rose and fired ; then with a rousing, 
cheer stormed np the hill, broke and roated 
their entire line, and seat them flying acrose- 
the field to cover of the woods beyond, sav© 
and except those occapying the Jones hoaae, 
who fought savagely for their position for a 
little while. The sharpshooters closed upon 
the house and ponred into the doors and win- 
dows of the brick basement a murderous croBs ■ 
fire, which soon moderated their zeal and^ 
caused them to cry out for quarter. We cap- 
tured in the house some thirty-five or forty 
prisoners, inclnding the m^jor commanding and^ 
several other officers, which were marched tCK' 
the rear ander guard. Both lines of battle now 
advanced, the sharpshooters dropping to the- 



31 > Le^s Sharpshooters; or. 

The artUlerists sprang to their places and let 
loose the dogs of war. Twenty -four gan^ from 
the hills behind, trained upon the advancing 
lines of blae, opened ; as many gnns from the 
opposing hills answered back like a deafening 
•echo ttom the carerns of hades. Thnnder and 
fire and smoke issned from the opposing hill- 
tops in roaring rolnmes that rent the air and 
shook the earth, while shot and shell swept 
across the field hissing and screaming and 
-crashing Into the ranks of the opposing col- 
«inns as they mshed together. The two lines 
inet j nst beyond the Jones house, and the shock 
was terrific. Bat the Unionists could not with- 
stand the fory of the determined onset, and 
broke at the first or second volley and fled the 
£eld in confrtsion, leaving the gronnd thickly 
strewn with their killed and wonnded. The 
two brigades pnrsning, encountered a second 
'line at the edge of the woods which fonght with 
•more obstinacy, bat it also gave way before 
McGfowan'B and Lane's intrepid Carolinians. 
A third line was engaged near the Pegram 
bonse, more than a mile back from where the 
action began. But night intervening, the con- 
^flict ended with the Confederates masters of the 
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field. About 9 o'clock the brigades dropped 
back into the wooda and bivonacked for the- 
nighc. The enemy remained on Pegram Ridge- 
and fortified. 

Daring Cbe night a movement was planned 
to etrike the enemy in flank while we were to 
make a demonstration in front. What became- 
of the flanking expedition I am not informed^ 
In porsoance of the plan, however, aboat 
B o'clock the next morning, the two battalions of 
Lane and McGowan were advanced, while the- 
brigades stood to arms in line of battle. We 
drove forward throagh the woods, square to the- 
front, struck the Federal skirmishers in strong 
rifle pits at the edge of the field aboat 350> 
yards in advance of their line of works, which 
ran along the Pegram Honse ridge. We 
charged and routed the skirmishers withont 
firing a gun, and parsaed them ap the sloping- 
ridge, yelling and firing at every jamp; stormed 
over their fortifications, crashed their line of 
battle into fragments, and sent them swarming- 
throagh the woods in complete ronte. We 
captnred at least two men to every one engaged.. 

Such was the headlong fary of the charge, 
and each the amazing results achieved, that 
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•onr batteries in the rear, supposing that we had 
been gobbled \>y the Federals, who came pour- 
ing over their breastworks as we entered, 
turned their fire npon ns, and coutinaed to pelt 
■as with shot and shell until a courier was 
dispatched to Mi^. Pegram with notice of 
oar snccess, who ceased firing. The prisoners 
-were turned over to the brigade, and the sharp- 
shooters moved forward and engaged another, 
and the Federal main line. After a short while 
the sharpshooters were recalled and the two 
brigades returned to their position on the main 
line. We heard nothing more of our flanking 
■column. 

The brigade lost 162 killed and wonnded, in- 
cluding the casoalties in the sharpshooters, in 
'the two days' operations. 

Among the killed, the lamented E. F. Book- 
ter, the gallant colonel of the twelfth South 
'Carolina regiment, and M. F. Hawthorn of the 
-sharpshooters, than whom a better soldier 
never wore the gray, may be mentioned. 

On the 2d day of October the brigade was 
moved out on the Boydton plank road and 
placed in position a little westward of the 
Jones house, and the men pat to building 
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breastworks. The work was carried on from 
day to day by heavy details from the different 
regiments under the anperrision of certain offi- 
cers detailed by the regimental commanders 
for that pnrpose^-each regiment bailding in 
its own front; and each day being the exact 
reflection of its antecedent. The sharpshoot- 
ers took their proper position on the picket 
line about half a mile in front, and for their 
protection constrncted a strong line of rifle pits, 
which they occupied each alternate day during 
our stay on this part of the lines. These 
works became a part of a permanent line ex- 
tending from Battery Forty-five to Hatcher's 
Kun. The enemy, being engaged at the same 
or similar work, were disposed to behave them- 
selves, so there was no disturbance for several 
weeks. Meanwhile drills were resumed and 
the Ordinary routine of camp life observed. 

The two opposing armies, however, were not 
so quiet and peaceable on other parts of the 
field. After the fall of Fort Harrison, Gen. 
Grant, of necessity, had to maintain a heavy 
force on the north side, to hold the ground 
taken from Anderson ; and Gen. Lee, of conrae, 
must confront him with a sufficient force 
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to meet any aj^gressive movement Oraot might 
make. For several days both sidea qnietly 
awaited some demonatration on the pait of the 
other. At length Gen. Lee determined to make 
effort to reccrer possession of Fort Harrison and 
the a^acent works now in the lianda of the Fed- 
erals; and hence, on the 6th, ordered Anderson 
to make the assaaltwith the two divisions of 
Hoke and Fields. These divisions were to at- 
tack in two colamns Bimnltaneonsly, Fields on 
the right and Hoke on the left face of the fort. 
Both were ready a little before the honr ap- 
pointed, and Fields ordered his leading brigade 
to move np a little closer to the enemy and 
await orders. The men, however, mistook the 
order and made a dash for the fort. This 
necessitated the advance of Fields's other 
brigades, which attacked with great impeta- 
onsity and with some prospect of sacoess. 
But Hoke, awaiting the hoar agreed upon, 
failed to attack, and hence Fields's colamn was 
repulsed. Hoke then attacked and was also re- 
pnlaed ; and so the movement was a failnre. 
Kantz's division of cavalry, however, was de- 
feated on the Federal left by Bratton and 
G-ary, and ten gans and caissons complet«>t 
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wi(h more than one hnndred artilleiy and ca^- 
ahy horses, fell into our hands. Oar loss was 
considerable, including the lamented G-regg, the 
dashing commander of Hood's old Texas 
brigade. 

By the 12th a new line of works had been 
constructed between the exterior and interior 
lines, the right resting on Fort Gilmore and the 
left on the Darbytown road, and the same oc- 
cupied by Fields and Hoke. At daylight on 
that day the enemy in heavy force moved np 
the Darbytown road and attacked Fields's di- 
vision. His several assaults were gallantly 
met and repelled by Qen. Perry, and he finally 
withdrew. Gfen. Longstreet having recovered 
from his wound received in the Wilderness, re- 
turned and resumed command, .and Anderson 
retorned to Petersburg. 

On the 27th of October, early in the morning, 
the enemy again made a formidable demonstra- 
tion in Longstreet's front, while Wietzel's divi- 
sion of infantry and Kautz's division of cavalry 
were sent through the forests to tnrn the Con- 
federate left and sweep our lines from the Wil- 
liamsburg and Nine Mile roads. This move- 
ment was discovered and Fields's division sent 
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to meet it. Hoke with a heavy skirmish liue 
held the works in froDt, while Fields attended 
to the flanking column. Wietz^l and Kantz 
attacked with considerable blaster, bnt conld 
not OTercome the fary of Fields's determined 
defense. They came op to within three hun- 
dred yards of onr lines, bat coald not stand 
the fire. They threw themselTes flat on the 
j^ronnd and remained until Capt. Lyle of Brat- 
ton's staff with a small sqnad went oat and 
captured about five hundred of them, while the 
rest broke and scampered from the field. 
During the night the whole Federal force fell 
back to their fortifications. Thus ended the 
active campaigning of 1864 on the north side 
of the James. 

On the same day, forty miles from Fort Har- 
rison, on the Confederate right, Heth and Ma- 
hone had met and defeated Hancock's corps 
and two divisions of the fifth corps at Hatcher's 
Run, west of Petersbarg. McQowan's brigade 
was not engaged, but mored to and fro along 
the works nnder a good shelling from the 
enemy's guns, ready for action. This move- 
ment by the enemy against Hatcher's Ran, 
thongh ansuccessfal, resulted in the extension 
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of oar lines to the right. Oar brigade moved 
some distance to the right and settled in line 
in front of the Dr. Boisseaw hoase. Here the 
men were again set to ballding and strength- 
ening our works. 

The order of the regiments was as follows : 
The first regiment on the right, then the twelfth, 
then the thirteenth, then the fonrteenth, and 
then the rifles on the left. Heth's division was 
on oar right, with McRae's brigade toaching 
the first regiment, and Lane's brigade next on 
oar left. Brigade headquarters were estab- 
lished in the Boisseaw hoase, and the regiments 
were ordered to constract winter qaarters in 
rear of their respective positions on the line, 
which was done ; and this became their home 
for the winter. 

To economize men and shorten the line of 
his defense. Gen. Lee constracted a huge dam 

across Ran, two mites west of Petersbarg, 

on the Boydton plank road, jast below the coo* 
flaence of two branches which came together 
from opposite directions, and which ran along 
immediately in front of the Confederate lines. 
These branches rippled in perpetnal flow 
down the sliarp valleys between prominent 
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htlla. The dam was some 300 feet long, fifty 
f»et high, 100 feet thick at the base and thirty 
feet at the top. When filled, the water covered 
the valleys to a depth of from five to thirty feet 
for more than half a mile oa either side of the 
dam ; and was an effectual bar to Federal 
attack fur that distance. Hence no troops 
w»n> ne^detl on this part of oar line while the 
dam lastvd. The weight of water which col- 
t#oi«K) abv>T« the dam, and lay against the on- 
«i^ltlt\l t*arth heavily, eventually broke the 
dam with a disastroas flood, which swept the 
va)W,r oromtns and cabins out into the roaring 
A)>(HMiiHttox: and the Hues thus vacated had 
ayatu \\} \xi manned with troops. 



CHAPTER XVI. 



CLOSIK& INCIDENTS OF 1864. 



" Drearj east winds honling o'er us. 
Clay lands knee deep spread before ua\ 
Mire and ice and snow and aleet ; 
Aching backs and frozen feet ; 
Knees which reel as marches quicken ; 
Ranks which thia as corpses thicken ; 
While with carrion birds we cat, 
Calling puddle water sweet. 
As we pledge the health of onr general, who fares as 

rough as we ; 
What can daunt us, what can turn us, led to death by 
such as Lee." 

To meet the expedition aent cat under War- 
ren to destroy the Weldon railroad at Jarrett'a 
Station, the three divisions of Wilcox, Heth 
and Mahone, aader A. P. Hill, were withdrawn 
from the lines soon after dark of the 8th of De- 
cember, and took np the line of march west- 
ward on the Boydton plank road. Pasaing 
through the town of Dinwiddle Court House 
about midnight, we turned aouthward, and 
after marching several miles went into biroaac. 
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We resnmed the march at dawn the next morn- 
iog and hamed forward in the direction of Jar- 
rett's Station. 

The weather vae intensely cold, the groand 
frozen bard, and the heavens were dark with 
cloads, portending a Bnowatonn. We made 
good time over the solid earth and accom- 
plished one of our beat day's marches. We 
went into hivoaac abont dark in a skirt of tim- 
ber where wood was abandant. The threat- 
ened storm bnrst npon ns, and already the sleet 
and snow was descending in blinding showers 
apon the frozen ground. We boilt bage log 
fires and prepared as best we coald for the 
night. After eating onr scant rations and 
smoking oar pipes, we wrapped ourselves in 
our blankets and gum cloths, and stood, sat or 
lay aroand onr camp fires in a semi-conscioas, 
half freezing condition until morning. We re- 
sumed the march early next morning, and in 
great distress wended onr weary way, thinly 
clad and half shod, through sleet and snow, 
mnd and slash, to Jarrett's Station. Heavy 
skirmishing and considerable artillery firing 
was heard in front as we neared the station, but 
ceased on our approach. Warren kindly re- 
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tired before Hill's colnmn, and generously 
maintained his distance as Hill pursued him. 
We followed on his track until night overtock 
as, some six miles beyond the station, when we 
went into bivouac. We continued the pursuit 
early next morning for three or four miles ; but 
finding that Wairen had made good his escape 
to the Federal lines, we halted and began to 
retrace our steps. We recrossed the railroad 
at Jarrett's and pressed on towards Petersburg. 
We bivouacked that night on the banks of the 
Nottaway river J the night following near Din- 
widdle court house; and on the 12tb reached 
our winter quarters in a somewhat dilapidated 
condition. A few days of comfort and rest, 
however, restored the spirits and physical en- 
ergies of the men, when they were again em- 
ployed in building and strengthening the line 
of breastworks. 

A strong picket was kept np about half a 
mile in advance of the main line, the sharp- 
shooters occupying the front alternately with 
regimental details made from the brigade. 
The year closed without any further movement 
on the part of McGowan's brigade. 
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On the 38th day of December, when the 
ereDtfal campaign of 1864 with its Bangainary 
record had evidently closed, and the two great 
armies which confronted each other before the 
beleagaered cities of Petersbnrg and Rich- 
mond had settled down into the repose of win- 
ter, Gen. Wilcox, by the advise and with the 
consent of the brigade commanders, published 
an order to the fonr battalions of sharpshoot* 
era of the light division, containing {inter <dia) 
this proposition : " That whenever they should 
place the rifle pits on the picket line in firet 
class condition, and report the fact to division 
beadqaarters, the sharpshooters might retire 
from the front and go into winter quarters nntil 
the campaign of 1865 should open." The con- 
ditions of the order were met by noon of the 
SOtb, and the fact reported. The report was 
accompanied with a reqnest on the part of the 
two battalions of McQ-owan and Scales, asking 
permission of the major general to make a reqai- 
eitioD on their bine coated neighbors in front 
for snch articles of camp eqaipment as might 
be necessary to render them comfortable during 
the winter ; which report was received as satis- 
factory, and the request granted upon terras. 
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Hence, ia the eveniag twilight of that cold and 
murky December day, the commandants of the 
two battalions named, sallied forth without at- 
tendants, and were soon lost to sight in the 
thickening darkness and dense skirt of woods 
lying between the lines. The enemy's outposts 
and picket lines were closely scrntinized and 
the point where the sortie should be made defi- 
nitely determined^ The two officers now 
returned to their respective commands and 
isHued the necessary orders and igstructions. 
Accordingly, about 4 o'clock the following 
morning, some two hours before daybreak, the 
two battailous met at the point designated-^ 
which was between the lines, some distance east 
of the Weldon railroad — and formed at right 
angles with the line to be attacked, about 
twenty paces apart, back to back. Eight men 
of superior courage and activity were selected 
from each battalion and formed at intervals of 
five paces across the forward fianks of the two 
battalions, facing the enemy. R. M. Plexico, 
Silas Perry, R. J. Fields and Press Watson 
were four of those selected from my battalion; 
the names of the others I am unable to recall. 
At the command the sixteen men, with their 
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center well advanced, moved forward slowly 
apon the rifle pits directly before them, and 
which bad been designated as the point of at- 
tack. The two battalions followed closely, 
Yonng taking intervals by the right flank and 
Danlop by the left, as the movementprogressed. 
Silently and stealthily, as a tiger would skirt a 
jungle, this doable transverse line with spike 
head in front, slipped along through the dark- 
ness apon the ansaspecting enemy. A treach- 
eroas ditch lay directly across oar path abont 
a handred yards in front of the Federal rifle 
pits, into which every man fell as his tarn 
came; but each recovering, moved on in his- 
place. When the front bad nearly reached the 
point where the plunge should be made, a man 
in the rear of my line tumbled into the ditch 
and accidentally discharged bis gun. (The plan- 
was to capture the entire line without firing a 
gun.) This aroused the enemy, and they 
poured a harmless volley from the length of 
their line into the bleak darkness in front. At- 
the same instant the battalions charged and 
drove their spike bead sqnarely through the 
Federal lines, capturing half a dozen rifle pits 
with their occupants. When the battalions. 
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had moved half their length throngh the gap, 
the right battalioD faced to the right, the left 
battalion to the left, and throwing forvrard 
their wings so as to form a sack, swept the 
lines for nearly a mile on either side, captoring 
a large namber of prisoners with all tbe sap- 
plies needed. The woanding of private Carter 
in the back by the accidental discharge of the 
gnn referred to, was the only casualty reported 
on oar side, whereas the enemy lost not leas - 
than three hundred, in killed, wounded and 
captured. The success of the expedition was 
promptly reported to division headquarters, and- 
approved, with generous commendations by 
Gen. Wilcox. 

An incident occurred at the moment of en- 
counter, which illastrates the personal courage 
of this daring command. 

When Sergt. Plexico scrambled out of the 
ditch, into which all had fallen, and rubbed 
the mud and water from his eyes, he discovered 
that he had lost his bearings, as well as bis 
connection with the spike head, but made for a 
rifle pit — wjiich he eupposed to be the right 
one — some distance to the left of the point on 
which his comrades were bearing, and charged it 
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single banded and alone, captoiing a corporal 
and foar other piisonera, whom he marched off 
to the rear. Of coarse the concasaion pro- 
daced at the instant ot encounter paralyzed 
the corporal and his men for the time, otherwise 
Plexico would have failed. 

We aecared all the supplies necessary to our 
comfort for the winter and retomed to camp 
about sanrise, a happy command, resumed onr 
duties at the front -, and continued to alternate 
with details fi'om the brigade until sometime 
about the middle of January, before the order 
for onr retirement was carried into effect. 

To give the erentfol campaign an appropriate 
closing, a substantial Christmas dinner was 
prepared for the Army of Northern Virginia by 
an organized effort of the dear, good ladies of 
Richmond and Petersburg, and sent to the 
front. This treat was forwarded through the 
commissary department for distribution, and 
was intended to be given out, share and share 
alike, to both officers and men. The rights of 
all were equal, from the commanding general- 
down to the lowest private. The conception 
was generous and lofty, the sentiment patriotic 
and tender. Of these we all received our 
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share. Bat when it came to the grab itself, we- 
received only an iDtimation of the generoas do- 
nation, and were glad to get even the smallest 
reminder of " the substance of things hoped for,, 
the evidence of things not seen." 

More than aix months bad elapsed since the 
investment of onr capital city, and yet onr 
lines were intact. Not a breach had been, 
made, save at Fort Harrison, on the banks of 
the James, notwithstanding assanlt after 
assault had been made, and scarce an hour 
had passed when the roar of hostile gans was- 
not heard in front of Peterabarg. 

And tbns the year of 1864 closed. 



» 
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CHAPTER XVII. 



DASH BY THE SHARPSHOOTERS; 
PEACE NEGOTIATIONS. 



" Shall we upon the footing of our land 
Send fair play orders and make com promise, 
Insinuation, parley, or base truce 



Aboat 11 o'clock p. m., January 8, 1865, 
vheD the sharpsliootere were on daty at the 
front, tlie following order from Lieut. Oen. Hill, 
-endorsed by the diriaion and brigade com- 
manders, was referred to me on the picket line 
to the right of the Jones house : 



It is represented that the enemy intends renewing their 
a.ttack upon Wilmington, and that troops have left here 
to that end. Can not you ascertain whether or not any 
troops have left your front, or any changes occurred. 
Respectfully, 
(Signed) A. P. Hill, Lieutenant General. 

In passing the order down to the brigade 
■commandera the major general says, in hie en- 
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dorsemeot : " The attention of brigade coni' 
manders is invited to Gen. Hill's note. They 
will tij to obtain the desired information, and 
commonicate the same promptly to these head- 
qnarters. Capture a prisoner, If it can be done 
vithoDt risking too much, and question him as 
aooQ as captured." 

Q«n. MrOowan referred the order to me with 
this ^Bdoreement : '^ Yon will comply with the 
insiroctions of the corps and division command- 
ers, aa hr as practicable.'' 

■\V^ knew quite well that a prisoner could be 
raptured " without risking too much," and de- 
termined to " comply with the instructiona " of 
the several commanders at once. Accordingly 
B. K. Benson and R. M. Plezico were directed 
to go to the fh>nt, crawl op on the enemy's out- 
posts, and, " if practicable," to capture a 
vldelle and return without delay. These 
tioouta returned about 4 o'clock without a pris- 
oner, and reported that the vidette posts were 
so nt>ar the Federal picket lines it was impos- 
sible to raptare a vidette without arousing the 
jiloket, and thus " risking too much." The 
fHtlure of these two men to "capture a pris- 
i)ni>r " settled the question, in so far as success 
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bj Strategy was conceraed, and it dow became 
necessary to extract the information desired by 
force. It was tiierefore determined to withdraw 
two companies of the battalion from the liaeB, 
cover the vacancy by extending intervals with 
the third company, and attacic the enemy's line 
before daylight. Hence at 5:20 o'clock on the 
morniag of the 9th, the first and second compa- 
nies under Hasell andBrnnson were assembled 
on the left of oar line, and formed in front at in- 
tervals of five paces. We advanced slowly 
and cantioosly nntil we reached a point not ex- 
ceeding thirty yards fVom the Federal lines, 
when a vidette discovered onr approach and 
fired. Instantly we sprang forward and meas- 
nred oar fall length on their rifle pits, roated 
their line for eome distance on either flank, 
captnred fourteen prisoners and returned to our 
position before daylight without losing a man. 
The prisoners were promptly sent under guard 
to brigade headquarters for examination. 

We were relieved about 9 o'clock aod re- 
turned to camp, where we received the compli- 
ments of Qen. McGowan for the information se< 
cured for Gen. Hill, by onr successful dash on 
the enemy's line ; then retired to rest. 
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We continaecl to take oar turn od the picket 
line nntil the 15th of January, when we were re- 
lieved from the front and went into winter 
qnarters in rear at the brigade, according to 
the temiB of the order of December 28th. 

The position selected for oar wintRr home 
was in rear of the center of the brigade, in the 
head of a hollow which penetrated the ridge 
occupied by the brigade to within one handred 
yards of the line of works. Onr camp was 
laid off in the form of a square, three sides of 
which were occapied by the three companies 
of the battalion in comfortable shanties covered 
with tents, facing inward. The second or center 
company running parallel with the line of the 
brigade; the first and third companies in reverse 
order on the two sides of the gnlch, running back 
their full length and facing each other across the 
square. The foundation for each shanty was 
made level by digging into the face of the hill 
and drawing the earth back on the lower side. 
Chimneys were cut into the wall on the deepest 
side of the excavation. The lower side was 
built up to a level with small timbers and a 
fly tent stretched over the whole. The open- 
ings or doors of entrance were all on the inside, 
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looking oat apon the square, which was our 
parade ground. We were aeon as confortable 
and happ7 as soldiers coald be, with nothing 
to do bnt drill, drill, drill. 

The battalion was mnatered for roll call, in- 
apectioa or drill several times during the day, 
and for roll call occasionally at uncertain hoars 
daring the night, that the men might always 
be ready for duty when called on. Between 
drills during the day, and after the duties of 
the day were ended, the men were allowed to 
ramble, forage or visit their neighbors of other 
commands ; only they must be on hand at emer- 
gency call, day or night. They were always on 
hand when needed. 

For a period of six weeks or more the enemy 
remained quiet in our front, which gave us the 
opportunity to cast about us and consider the 
attitude and possibilities of the struggle. We 
looked — andlo! the clouds of impending dis- 
aster were gathering dark and ominous about 
our darling Confederacy. 

Early, after a short and brilliant career in 
the Shenandoah valley, had been beaten and 
rooted by a vastly superior force under Sheri- 
dan. Sherman, with a magnificent army, was 



336 Lee's Sharf shooters ; or, 

marching in trinmph throngh Georgia and the 
■Carolinas. GharleBton, Mobile and Wilming- 
ton had been evacuated, and the entire soath- 
ern coast, from the Bio Qrande to the Potomac, 
had been given up. And the Army of North- 
ern Virgioia, drawn out to a thread over a 
crescent shaped line of earthworks nearly forty 
miles in length, with aa effective roll of not 
more than forty thousand men, confronted by 
an anny of little leas than one hundred and 
fifty thousand veteran soldiera, was the sole 
aurviving hope of the Confederate cause. Gen. 
Johnston, with all his splendid generalship, 
could not with his remnant of an army with- 
stand Sherman's victorious columns as they 
pressed onward through the Carolinas to a 
junction with Grant. Nor was there any other 
source of possible relief to the great Lee and 
his war worn veterans. The fate of the Con- 
federacy rested alone upon the shoulders of 
this incomparable leader ; to whom all looked, 
both soldiers and citizens, for deliverance, 
fie calmly bore this great responsibility, as 
well as this vain confidence — in which he did 
not share— determined to do his doty to the 
end. We glanced sadly at our proud banner, 
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the Soathera cross, as it floated defiantly here 
and there along our thin lines, and coald dimly 
trace in lines of lilood " Ichal>od," written over 
that significant motto, "Deo Vendice," where 
lay onr strength and trnst ; and for a moment 
OUT hearts sank within ne. Nevertheless the 
□odaanted Confederates stood to their colors, 
ready to meet the enemy on any part of the 
gronnd. 

When not on dnty we spent the time in social 
pleasures, risitios; and entertaining friends, din- 
ing and giving diDners, perpetrating practical 
jokes, and discnssing politics, tactics and reli- 
gion. The Btndy of military tactics was enjoined 
by general orders upon all officers — commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned — with schools of 
recitation established at company, regimental 
and brigade headqaarters, in which at stated 
periods lessons in the school of the company, 
battalion and erolntions of the line, were 
recited to the commanding officers and dis- 
CQseed. Brills were kept np daily, with 
marked improvement in the ease and accuracy 
with which the more difficalt evolutions were 
performed. Examining boards were also estab- 
lished, before whom every applicant for promo- 
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tioQ was reqaired to appear and pasa bis 

examiDatioQ before his commisBion was issued. 

On tbe 28cb of Janaary, Capt. Hasell, of the 
first company of ebarpshooters, was granted 
leave of absence to risit bis home in Charles- 
ton, 8. C, and Lieut. Ballinger was assigned to 
daty in his place. Ballinger was wounded on 
the 36th of March, and Lieut. N. G-. Dicen took 
his place. Capt. Hasell was due to return the 
last of February, but Sherman's army cot him 
off from Virginia, and he took service on G^en. 
Hardee's staff in Johnson's army, for tbe time, 
and did not reach his command until after the 
lines were hroken at Petersburg in April. 

On the 30th of January, at tbe instance uf Mr. 
Francis Blair, a distinguished citizen of tbe 
United States and confidential friend of Presi- 
dent Lincoln, President Davis commisaioned 
Messrs. Alexander H. Stephens, Hanter and 
Campbell to meet President Lincoln and Secre- 
tary of State Seward at Fortress Monroe, to ne- 
gotiate the suspension of hostilities with a view 
to the establishment of peace between the di- 
vided sections. The meeting, however, par- 
took more of the nature of a private interview 
than of a diplomatic council. When the pur- 
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po8e of the conference wae introduced by Mr. 
Stephens, Mr. Lincoln at once announced that 
any propositioa short of nnconditional snrren- 
der of the armies of the Confederate States 
wonld not be entertained. Sach an ultimatum 
the Southern commissioners had neither the 
power nor disposition to consider; hence with- 
drew in disdain, returned to Richmond and re- 
ported the result. The report was received and 
the action of the commissioners sustained. 
Thereupon, President Davis uttered (im- 
prompto), according to information, one of the 
grandest speeches of his life. A copy of this 
address I endeavored to obtain, for months, for 
the adornment of these sketches, but failed. 

The secretary of the Soathern Historical 
Society, at Richmond, Va., after an exhanstive 
examination of the files of his office and of the 
Richmond daily newspapers of that period, re- 
ported that he could find nothing. The secre- 
tary of the West Virginia society ; a Canadian 
editor, whose staff correspondent was stationed 
in Richmond at the time; Senators Kenua of 
West Virginia and Reagan of Texas — all made 
similar reports. Senator Reagan, however, 
said that his speech was delivered in the 
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African chiircli in Richmond; that he was 
preeent and heard it ; and that it was the most 
IhrilHng and patriotic address he had ever 
heard fidl from the lips of man ; but that it had 
nerer been published. I then awaited the 
publication of the '^ Life of JeflTerson Davis " by 
his widow, hoping that in the privacy of his 
home he might have confided to her an ex- 
tended epitome of this great speech, which she 
might, with propriety, incorporate in the 
memoirs of his illnstrious life ; but not so. 
Not one word was published. 

When the results of the conference were 
made known to the Army of Northern Virginia, 
the troops were mustered by brigades and regi- 
ments, and the question of submission, accord- 
ing to Mr. Lincoln's terms, was referred to 
them for determination. The poll was taken, 
and every mother's son of them voted to fight 
it out to the bitter end. 

The pickets now consisted of about 200 men 
detailed from the brigades, and commanded 
by a captain. 

The picket line of McGowan's brigade was 
about 600 yards in front, protected by a strong 
line of rifle pits. The Federal pickets were 
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about 300 yards beyond. This arranf^emeDt 
was Bnbstantially maiDtained antil abont the 
last of Febraary, when the sharpsbootera were - 
ordered to resnme their daties at the front. In' 
the meantime the enemy had become some* 
what insolent, and betimes amused themselves 
by firing at onr details and forcing them to hug 
their rifle pits for safety. This annoyance was 
exactly to the taste of the sharpshooters, and 
hence, as soon as they took the front, set abont 
to silence their cheeky neighbors. They re- 
sponded cheerfally to every shot, and assuming 
the offensive, proceeded to blister every bine 
coated gentleman that dared to expose himself" 
in the least degree above his rifle pit. A few 
honrs only were necessary to convince them- 
that they were dealing with willing experts ■ 
who could beat them at their own game, and 
hence proposed a truce, which was granted;. 
and henceforth peace and good fellowship pre* 
vailed between the picket lines. 

On Sunday, the 13th day of March, the- 
Sacrament of the Lord's Sapper was adminis- 
tered in camp by the Rev. Dr. Theoderick Prior^. 
assisted by the Rev. Messrs. Dickson and. 
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BoDglas, in which all denomiaatioas of pro- 
fessing Christians participated — a toachingly 
-flolemu scene in which many joined for the last 
-time. 



CHAPTER XVIII. 



OORDON'S ATTACK ON FOKT STEAD- 
MAN; STORMING OP MoIL- 
WAINB'S HILL. 



" War Is honorable 
In those who do their native rights maintain ; 
In those whose swords in Iron barrier are 
Between the lawless spoiler and the weak; 
But ia, In those who draw th' offensive blade 
For added power or gain, sordid and despicable 
As meanest office of the worldly churl." 

The Army of Northern Virginia now mns- 
tered scarcely thirty-five thonaand masketB. 
Longstreet commanded the left, coreriag the 
Confederate capital and the Intercal between 
the James and the Appomattox ; Oordon the 
center, covering Petersburg; and A. P. Hill 
the right, extending from Petersburg to Hatch- 
er's Ran'; while our wretchedly mounted cav- 
alry guarded our flanks. Our lines were drawn 
out to their utmost attenuation, and although 
we injected iuto the winter's campaign a good 
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AHftl of iilotiiiiirftlilti nmiiMttntttiit, lt«t m« Hsaure 
yuii It WAH ltd liolliUy immtltt. The small 
f(in«« Kl Lvti'ii tximmiiiitl Imd to ilo guard and 
lilolwt duty, ami oowr tli« entire forty mileB of 
Wfirki, ]tMiili)j[ ftlmoit ounttnually trom one 
duty to ftiiulher. No r«i«rvet wera available 
to rvllttv* tliOM who broke down, and the men 
wttm ilttfted Mgatn and again from point to 
jioltit to meet the dlrera demonstrationB of the 
enemy. Sherman with his magnificent army 
wae rapidly preasing back the. skeleton of an 
army nnder Johnaton to a janctwe vith Grant's 
foroea In front of Petersburg. If these two 
grand armies were permitt«d to nnite, it would 
give Grant an effeotiTe roll of more than two 
hundred thousand men ; whereas, the addition 
of Johnston's troops to the Army of Northern 
Virginia would give Qen. Lee scarcely fifty 
thousand. The Confederates, though half clad, 
bare footed, gaunt and famished, with unawerv- 
ing derotion stood to their colors and defied 
the embattled legions of Grant and Sherman 
as they closed around them. Gen. Lee, how- 
ever, had determined to escape so fearful a 
combination by evacuating the lines of Peters- 
bnrg and Richmond, and falling back to the 
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hills in the interior before it was too late. 
Hence pontoon trains were made ready and a 
large supply of provisions was ordered to be 
collected at Amelia court house; and Gen. 
Johnston was directed to so manoeavre as to 
connect bis left with Lee's right, whenever and 
wherever such a union coald be consammated. 
To divert the attention of the Federal com- 
mander from his left near Hatcher's Ran, which 
was dangeroasly near the Cos road, along 
which alone the Confederates could safely re- 
tire, Gl«i). Lee prepared to attack the Union 
lines just south of the Appomattox river and 
at their strongest point. 

Fort Steadmau was selected as the point of 
attack. This formidable castle, with its cordon 
of supporting redoubts and connecting para- 
pets on each flank, armed with the heaviest 
metal and defended by the bravest of men, and 
withal protected by a perfect labyrinth of en- 
tanglements in front, was to be carried by an 
assault cawp de main. Batteries 10, 11 and 
12 on the left were to be swept out, and Fort 
Haskell on the right was to be reduced. Then 
the high ground in rear was to be gained, the 
City Point railroad seized, and Grant's main 
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line of communication broken np and de- 
stroyed. Gen. Gordon, with two of his best 
divisions, was to make the assaalt, while the 
rest of the army was to stand to arms in readi- 
ness to support the movement. If Grant 
assaulted to recover his lost ground, Lee would 
be ready to meet him ; if he hastened toward 
City Point to re-establish his communications^ 
the Southern army would withdraw over the 
Cox road. It was a reasonable presumption 
that Gordon would, in some measure, succeed ; 
that the Federal left would be withdrawn to 
meet Gordon, and thus the line of retreat be 
opened. 

A little before daybreak on the morning of 
the 25th of March, 1865, Gordon's two divisions 
moved up and confronted Fort Steadman. 
Young's battalion of sharpshooters preceded 
the assaulting column and cleared the way of 
obstructions. Then came the main lines, a& 
silently as spectres, slipped across the interval,^ 
bounded into Fort Steadman and quietly cap- 
tured garrison and guns before the bewildered 
Unionists understood what was up. The guns 
of the captured fort were immediately turned 
upon the adjacent supporting fortifications^ 
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nDmbers of which were abandoned, leaving in 
Gordon's hands nine pieces of heavy artilleiy, 
eight mortars and five hnndred prisoners, in- 
cladiag a brigadier general. The initial move- 
ment was thns completely snccessfnl, with a 
prospect of greater and more brilliant snc- 
cesses; bat unfortanately the leading division 
was not sustained. The troops set off to attack 
Fort Haskell did so in a hesitating, half 
hearted manner, and were repulsed. Others 
refused to advance at the critical moment, and 
hence the movement was stayed and the great 
opportunity lost. The Federals at once con- 
centrated a heavy fire npon Fort Steadman 
from front and flanks, and Gordon was caught 
in a frightfnl trap, from which his high conrag& 
and masterly leadership conld with great diffi- 
culty extricate him and his daring command. 
So completely were they encircled by the ring 
of consuming fire that nearly two thoaaand 
Confederates surrendered on the spot, which 
added to the killed and wonnded made a total 
loss of nearly three thonsand men, against an 
aggregate loss on the other side of twenty-five 
hundred in killed, wounded and missing. The 
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-Temainder of oar forces succeeded in getting 
-OQt and retamed to onr linea. 

Oar repalae at Fort Steadman was followed 
■b^ an advance of the sixth Federal corps, 
■which after hard fighting sncceeded in captor- 
iog onr picket lines for several miles west of 
-the Weldon railroad. The pickets in McQow- 
-an's front made a gallant fight for their posi- 
tion, bnt were overwhelmed and driven in. 
AboDt 3 o'clock p. m. the sharpshooters, who 
^ad been off dnty, were thrown oat and en- 

.-gaged the enemy at a range of abont two hun- 
dred and fifty yards, which caused them to hag 
their works with amusing tenacity. The Fed- 

-eral artillery played upon our lines with but 
little effect, save the destruction of a few of our 

-shanties and the explosion of an ammunition 

^hest, which killed two men and wounded two 

-or three others. 

About 3 o'clock two regimentfl of Thomas's 

brigade on oar left were sent forward 
to drive the enemy from Mcllwaine's Hill, a 

■commanding position east of the Jones house, 
which had been seized from the Q^eorgians in 
the morning, and which was necessary to the 

' comfort and security of our lines at that point. 



The Forefront of Battle. 249 

A battery of artillery assiated Thomas in the 
aesaalt. The Federals also adranced two or 
three regimenta from their main line to meet 
the Confederates. The two lines met about the 
crest and grappled. For a time the contest was 
fnrioQS and deadly, bat the Federals yielded at 
length to the determined Georgians. Other 
reinforcements were sent forward from each 
side, and the contest renewed, with a manifest 
determination on the part of both to recover 
and hold possession of the hill at whatever 
cost, or involve much larger forces in the con- 
test. Honr after hour the conflict raged back 
and forth acroBB the consecrated hilltop, nntil 
the mantle of darkness interposed and closed 
the contest — leaving the crest in possession of 
enemy. The sharpshooters in the meantime 
with merciless accuracy were peeling the top- 
knots from every Federal head that peered 
above their rifle pits in McQowan's front ; for 
be it remembered, " they never tonched a trigger 
without drawing blood." Two companies of 
sharpshooters were relieved aboat 9 o'clock the 
next morning, but the third conld not be re- 
lieved until after dark the following night, on 
acconnt of its proximity to the Federal lines 
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and the dangers besetting every approach to 
their advanced position. 

AboQt 10 o'clock on the night of the 36th, 
while I was bnsily engaged in establishing a 
new line of rifle pits for onr pickets, I was 
anmmoned to appear instanter at brigade 
headqaarters. The order was promptly 
obeyed, and I was informed by Gen. McQowan 
that Oen. Lee with onr corps and division 
commanders had been in conference at his head- 
qaarters ; that it was determined that Mcllwaine 
Hill mast be recovered from the enemy at all 
hazards, and tluU before daylight in the morn- 
ing; that the fonr battalions of sharpshooters 
of the tight division had been selected and 
assigned to that disagreeable daty ; and that 
he was authorized by Gen. Lee to say that, in 
the event of saccess, every man who survived 
the action shonld receive as a reward for the 
service a leave of absence forthirtydays to visit 
his home and family, to begin at once and con- 
tinue as rapidly as the exigencies of the service 
wonld permit, until all had received their 
reward. We were only to take and hold the 
hill until other troops could be brought from 
the line, when we should be relieved. 
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The pereiatent gallantry of the Georgia brig- 
ade in their efforts Co recover and hold the bill, 
and the heroic and succeBsfnl defense of the 
Federals to retain its possesaioD, which we 
had witnessed, together with the conditions of 
the order of onr assignment, impressed ns with 
the importance and peril of the nndertaking, 
and we felt that the crisis was upon oe, when 
every man, with all his mnscle and nerve, was 
called npon to do and to dare for the honor of 
his country, or gronnd his arms in ignominious 
defeat; and we stood for onr country, de- 
termined to take the hill or impale ourselves 
on the enemy's bayonets which bristled along 
the crest in solid mass. 

Accordingly, at 1:80 on the morning of the 
27th the battalion was formed, the order read 
and explained, the enormity of the job in hand 
discussed, and men and officers put upon their 
metal for the desperate adventure. We moved 
out on the Boydton plank road directly in 
front of the Mcllwaine Hill, where in a short 
time the several battalions assembled. Upon 
consnltatiou of the several commanders, it was 
determined to make the assanlt in solid order 
of battle, with Wooten's North Carolina 
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battalion on the right and Dunlop'a South 
Carolina battalion on the left in front, cohered 
and supported by Yonng's North Carolina and 

Georgia battalion, on a second line imme- 

diately in rear of the Aret. The center of the 
hill was to be carried by storm- The two lead- 
ing battalions were then to wheel — the one to 
the right and the other to the left — and sweep 
oat, while the two supporting battalions shoald 
move np and occupy the snmmit as a basis 
of farther effort to bold the position, should the 
enemy attempt to retake it ; and npon whose 
right and left the leading battalions, as soon as 
the hill was cleared, were to return and form. 
The lights on onr picket line in front were 
gradually extinguished and erery precaution 
taken so that our moTements might not be 
discovered, and thus the chances of success 
placed at less hazard. Orders and instructions 
were given in detail to each and every man. At 
5 o'clock the column began to move. The 
troops of the line stood to arms, and in breatli- 
less suspense gazed out into the bleak dark- 
ness in front, eager to catch the first sound 
when their champions should strike. The 
stars of heaven refused to shine, and the 
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Btillness of death settled down apon the dark 
vallej which InterreDed between the liDea, as 
tbia little band of devoted Confederates sallied 
forth with nndaanted courage to encounter a 
foe five times their number, in a stronf; position 
well fortified, and the arena of a deadly yet 
nneacceBsful combat of the day before. 

Slowly and steadily, and with the most per- 
fect order of alignment, the column advanced. 
When within 100 yards of the Federal breast- 
works we encountered a deep ditch, densely 
hedged on both sides with briars and thoma, 
into which, without heeitation, each and every 
man let himself down and orawled out on the 
other side and took his place in line. With 
but a moment's delay to adjust the lines and 
see that none stuck in the ditch, the advance 
was continued until the leading battalions were 
within thirty paces of the enemy's lines, when 
we were discovered and their ridette fired. We 
awaited not the morderons volley which we ex- 
pected to crash through our ranks at this mo* 
ment, bnt with all the energy of a desperate 
determination we sprang npon them. In the 
"blackness of darkness*' as at midnight we 
throttled them in their stronghold, and the 
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crest of McIIvaiDe Hill blazed with the flashes 
of a thonaand mazzlea sporting death. The 
fary of the straggle was batfor a moment. We 
wrenuhed from their grasp the eclat of their 
dearly won victory of the preceding day, and 
hurled them reeling and bleeding from the sam- 
mit back upon the main lines. The right bat- 
talion changed direction to the right upon the 
center, and the left battalion to the left, and 
swept the hill of every solitary blue coat — tooth 
and toe nail — from center to ciicomference ; 
while the supporting battalions, as soon as un- 
masked, moved up and took position on the 
summit, andconliaued the fire upon the broken 
ranks of retreating Federals. The leading 
battalions, having cleared the hill for half a 
mile on either side, returned and formed upon 
the right and left of the other two, and squared 
themselves for a counter attack, should one be 
made. 

At three several times daring the day the 
enemy organized strong columns of assault 
and endeavored to retake the hill, but as many 
times were broken aud driven back upon their 
main line before they got within two hundred 
yards of onr position. We had been promised 
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relief early in the morning, but none came ; so 
we held the position against every aaaaalt 
and all odde, and wlthoat asssistance, save a 
few shots by one gnn from the main line, antil 
9 o'clock the succeeding night, when other 
troopa took onr places and we retired to rest. 
The enemy lost heavily in killed, wounded and 
prisoners, and sned for a tmce of three hours 
to bnry their dead, which was granted; while 
the foar battalions only lost ten or fifteen men 
all told. The storming of Mcllwaine Hill was 
nnqnestionably one of the most daring and 
snccessfal engagements of its dimensions ever 
witnessed npon any field daring the great 
straggle, and oar generals did not hesitate to 
so declare. 

In the history of McGowan's brigade great 
credit is given by the anthor to the twelve 
ponnder which assisted the sharpshooters in 
repelling the aasaalta made by the enemy to 
recover the hill after it was taken. Of course 
the shells filed by this gun did eome good, bat 
In comparison with the effect of the deadly aim 
of these trained riflemen, which punctured 
their courage as well as their carcasses at every 
step, was bat as " a drop in the bucket " in this 
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contest. We repudiate *' the faint praise " ac- 
corded to the sharpshooters by Comrade Cald- 
well and appeal to the facts of history for our 
dues. 



CHAPTER XIX. 



LAST BATTLE OF HATCHER'S BUS. 



" Firm paced and slaw, a. horrid front they fonU) 
Still as tbe breese, tmt dreadful as the storm ; 
tiow mnnnnring- sounds along- their banners fly. 
Victory or death — tbe watchword and reply. 
Then pealed the notes, omnipotent to charm. 
And the loud tocsin toiled tbeir last alarm." 

The enemy made no farther demonatrations- 
in OQT front and we lay quietly resting all of 
the 36th and S9th, closely observing their- 
movements and liatening to the incessant roar 
of artillery in front of Petersburg. 

The meteoric display of hostile mortar shells 
as they vaulted high over the lines, and with 
their blazing trains came crashing down into- 
hostile ranks, gave us night scenes of rare ex- 
cellence and beauty, but somehow or other we- 
were not then in the mood to epjoy them. The 
last desperate effort was about to be made to 
overthrow our armies and destroy our govern- 
ment, and we felt that nothing short of the Inter- 
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position of the Almighty coald Bare ns from the 

dreadfal catastrophe ; and we were not happy. 

Late in the afternoon of the 29th orders were 

Teceived at brigade headquarters to be ready 
to move at 10 o'clock that night. Accordingly 

. abont 10 o'clock the brigade moved ont of their 

-winter qnarters and marched off rapidly to the 
westward along the Boydton plank road toward 
Hatcher's Ran. The rain was pouring down 

- and the roade were heavy with deep mud. We 
halted on this side of the Ban and went into 
bivouac for the night. We bnilt hnge log fires 

■ and made ourselves as comfortable as possible. 

-Early the next morning we crossed the Ban at 
Burgis's MiU, and the brigade went into position 
on the White Oak road, with its left resting at 
or near a small redonbt on the hill and just 
beyond the forks of the road. The sharp - 

-shooters were ordered to the front and went 
into line about three hundred yards in front 
of the brigade. Our right occupied slightly 
rising ground near the outer edge of a pine 
thicket which had been felled in front of the 
brigade nearly out to our line, and formed into 
a formidable abatia ; while the left, after pass- 
ing a skirt of heavy timber which passed 
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through our left center and terminated in a 
sharp point about a hundred yards iti rear of 
the line, was drawn ont on a platean of compar- 
Atively open ground. The belt of timber where 
onr line crosaed was low and wet, and opened 
out in front into an impenetrable jangle, 
through which it was impossible to more an 
organized body of troops. To the right of the 
Jungle and in front of oar right there was an 
open field of about four hundred yards in 
width, whereas our left fronted on a dry flat 
-covered thinly with small timber and under- 
brush. In the absence of the enemy the sharp- 
shooters spent the day in active preparations 
for the impending conflict — adjasting our lines, 
-dicing rifle pits, etc. 

The enemy appeared in our front late in the 
itf ternoon, bat made no demonstration. Shortly 
after our line was established, and Branson's 
-company was withdrawn and assigned to duty 
in a different part of the field ; and Capt. 
Parker, of the twelfth regiment, with a detail 
of 100 men reported for duty; whereupon, the 
remaining companies of sharpshooters were 
closed to the right, aad the detail under Capt. 
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Parker placed in position on the left of the- 
llne ; and we were ready. 

Earlj on the morning of the SUt a heavy 
colamn of Federal infantry, in solid order of 
battle, was seen to be adrancing on the east 
side of the marsh against oar left. The ringing 
peel of Watflon's rifles and the clatter of 
Parker's muskets announced the advance of 
the enemy, and we knew at once that the tem- 
per of our metal was again to be tested in the 
famace of battle " seven times heated." Wat- 
son and Parker opened at long range the in- 
stant the movement began, and oontinaed th» 
fire with increasing vigor and eflfect nntil 
forced to retire before the superior weight of 
the assaulting column ; which they did inch by 
inch, swinging back upon the center and 
assembling as they retired, until the entire left 
wing assumed a solid form in the skirt of tim- 
ber before mentioned, and facing the left flank 
of the Federal line as it attempted to pass on to 
the attack of the main line. After a silence of 
a few minutes to allow the enemy to reach the 
point where we could strike them well in flank, 
the charge was sounded, a raking volley poored 
into their naked flank, and with the ominous 



7^e Forefront of Battle. 261 

-cry of a rebel countercharge we rushed forward 
ia fnll breast, atrack and crnshod their exposed 
left, and rolled it ap in muddled confasion; 
then pressing oar advantage with such irresist- 
ible energy, that the whole line gave way and 
fled the field in ntter route, leaving their 
killed and wounded in regular windrows be- 
hind onr rifle pits. 

The detail under Capt. Parker behaved with 
marked gallantry and clang to their lines with 
such dogged pertinacity that for a few minutes 
a number of men fell into the hands of the en- 
emy, Capt. Parker himself escaping by a feat 
of daring which but few men would have un- 
dt>rtaken. All were recaptured, however, and 
our lines reoccnpied. 

In the afternoon of the same day the right 
wing was attacked in like manner by an over- 
whelming force on the west side of the jungle. 
This attack was met by Hasell's men with 
great gallantry. Receiving the charge with a 
galling fire, they yielded with vindictive obsti- 
nacy to the Federal column and swnng back 
upon tbe center as they retired. The enemy 
pressed forward toward onr breastworks 
until their right fiank stood midair be- 



262 Lee's Sharpshooters; or, 

fore the center of Haaell'B line, now assembled 
in Bolid order of battle Id the timber to the rear 
of oar center. As in the attack apon the left, 
Hasell's men struck the enemy squarely in 
flank with a direct and converging fire that 
skrireled their ranks as the lightning blasts the 
tender foliage in early sammer-, then with a 
ronsing cheer and a headlong charge, we 
swept the enemy from the field In inglorioa» 
defeat, andre>establi8hed oar lines. The killed 
and wounded were left inrearof our lines and a 
number of prisoners fell Into oar bands. Be- 
tween assaults the sharpshooters kept up almost 
acontinnons fusiladenpon the Federal lines in 
the distance, day and night; and killed many 
a Federal sharpshooter between the lines, even 
up to the very rim of onr rifle pits, as they 
larked in the bashes and crawled aboat to pick 
off OUT men. This gallant corps maintained 
their position against every assanlt and all 
odds, without assistance, to the end. 

McGowan's brigade was not idle daring these 
several eventful days ; but with steadfast hero- 
ism met and defeated every assault made upon 
it, here and there, as it was shifted from one 
position to another on the lines. On the first 
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day of April, assisted l^y Gracy'a brigade of 
Johnston's dirieion, it moved around the Federal 
left, atrack and crashed the left wing of War- 
ren's corps, drove the two divisions of Ayers 
and Crawford pellmell throngh the woods for - 
more than a mile, and was only checked np-- 
when Miles*a division of another corps rein- 
forced Warren and was thrown against Mc- 
Gkiwan's flank. The brigade then fonght its 
way back with comparatively slight loss ; tha»^ 
adding new lastre to the roll of its brilliant 
achievements. 

On thia first day of April, 1865, Glen. Grant,. 
having massed the flower of his vaat army 
against the Confederate right, with one lasti- 
grand masterly effort overwhelmed Pickett 
and Fitzhagh Lee at Five Forks and pat them- 
to flight, and the succeeding night with another 
column broke through our lines in the neigh- 
borhood of Fort Gregg and Battery Forty-five ;.. 
thus severing the two wings of the army the 
one from the other, and necessitating the giving 
up of both Petersburg and Richmond and the 
long linns of Confederate fortifications which 
had been our home for more than nine months. 
Here tons of powder, rivers of blood and mill- 
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ioD8 of treasare had been wasted in the vain 
efTort to break oar lines. Here Grant's most 
farioaB onsets were made, and broke and fell 
4at, like the pnny demonstration of human 
effort against the granite walls of destiny. 

Oar lines between Battery 45 and Hatcher's 
Ban had been thinned oat to a mere skirmish 
line, in order to meet the massive array of 
Union forces confronting the Confederate right 
beyond Hatcher's Ran, when Sheridan with 
10,000 cavalry and two fall corps of infantry 
overwhelmed and crushed the divisions of 
Pickett and Fitzhngh Lee at Five Forks ; imme- 
diately aaother Federal colamn broke throngh 
oar lines at Jones's farm — their thinnest 
point — swept eastward and attacked forts 
Gregg and Anderson on Hill's left. A column 
•of more than 6000 men closed npon these two 
little forts, which were occupied by small de- 
tachments — of perhaps equal numbers from 
Lane's North Carolina and Harris's Mississippi 
brigades— of some 350 men, with a few pieces 
of artillery to the fort; but the weight of the 
assault fell npon Fort Gregg. The little band 
of heroes stood to arms, raised a shout of de- 
fiance — that shrill slogan with which the Con- 
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federates were wont to utter their pasBion in 
battle — and with a withering blast of conBnm- 
ing fire awept their assailants back beyond the 
range of their rifles. BallTing, the enemy 
lengthened their lines In deeper curve, and on 
they came again. Again they are hurled back 
reeling and bleeding, leaving a laige contribn- 
tioQ to the fallen, which had dotted the ground 
on the first assault. To this point Fort Ander- 
son had materially asslBted in the heroic 
defense of Fort Oregg ; but realizing the 
futility of further effort, the men abandoned 
Its defense and retired to our main lines, leav- 
ing the little garrison of Fort Gregg with the 
" bag to hold." 

The aasanlt was again made, and repeated 
again and again with longer lines and increas- . 
ing determination, until the little band of 
Spartan heroes was completely enveloped in a 
ring of Federal musketry, wliich ponred into 
the fort a concentrated fire. Half the garrison 
had already fallen, but the sarvlvora stood to 
theit guns, and yelled and fired and fired and 
yelled, until their ammunition was exhausted. 
Then the Federals crowded upon the fort, 
scaled the walls and ponred in npon the Con- 
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federates from all sides in orenrhelming nmn- 
bers, when a hand to hand straggle with bayo- 
nets and clnbbed moskets ensued. TJp and 
down, back and forth, like so many wonnded 
tigers throttled in their lair, they wrestled with 
their assailants with the enei^ of despair. 
The Federals continued to pour into the fort 
until the enclosore became so packed that men 
could scarcely breathe, much less fight, when 
the little band of thirty sarriTors, overpow- 
ered and exhausted, yielded the contest and 
surrendered. 

The artillerists did their part faithfnlly and 
well throughout the contest, and equaled in 
valor and effectire service the best of the in- 
&ntry. E. K. Culver, of Little Rock, is an 
honored snrvivor of that desperate enconnter. 

For the 330 killed and wounded and 30 cap- 
tured Confederates, there lay in front and 
around Fort Gfregg more than SCO Union 
soldiers killed and wounded. 

Bat the time had come when this little band 
of dauntless heroes mnst yield to the In- 
evitable and give way to the relentless blows 
of overwhelming nnmbers. 
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Oen. Lee drew in his lines closely aroand 
Petersburg, and ancceBafally met and repelled 
every assaalt daring the next day, then quietly 
withdrew after dark of the Snd to the north 
side of the Appomattox, whence he took up 
the line of march to Amelia court house ; 
whereas the troops of the right wing had with- 
drawn firom the lines of Hatcher's Bun and 
Five Forks early in the day. 

The commandant of the sharpshooters was 
never officially notified of the disasters which 
had overtaken our arms in other parts of the 
field, nor of the purpose of the commanding 
general to withdraw from Petersburg and Rich- 
mond, but was left as a necessary and unsus- 
pecting sacrifice to the safety of the army, 
while it made good its escape to the interior. 
Hence this gallant corps stood to arms in the 
breach, like a bristling hedge of bnmished 
steel, between the victorious columns of Grant 
and Sheridan and the broken ranks of retreat- 
ing Confederates — to cover the movement as 
long as might be, and when driven (if perchance 
any should escape capture) to hang npon the 
advance guard of pursning Federals, to harass 
and detain aa much as possible, while Gen. 
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Lee shonld fall back ioto the hilU of Prince 
Edward or elsewhere, there to rally and cod- 
centrate his scattered forces and continue the 
atroggle. 

The sharpshooters therefore held their posi- 
tion on Hatcher's Ban aadl the last Coofed- 
erate regiment had filed ont of the trenches 
west of Petersburg, when, at abont 9 o'clock 
a. m. of April 3, 1866, they withdrew in good 
.order to the breastworks, paraned by a heary 
line of Federal infantry, and by a few well 
directed shots checked the porsnit. Then 
slowly retiring from the works, the sharpshoot- 
ers covered the retreat back to Sontherland 
Station on the South Side railroad. 

Capt. Branson reports the operations of bis 
company on the lines of Hatcher's Ron, after 
his withdrawal from the battalion, as follows : 
" I was piloted by Lient. Caldwell of McGow- 
an's staff to the extreme right of onr works, 
which extended to Hatcher's Bun, to recapture 
a skirmish line left vacant by Gen. Wise's 
brigade. Before getting over the works the 
order was countermanded, and I was instructed 
to hold the works instead. It was soon dis- 
covered that the space to be occupied and held 
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was abont three-qaarters of a mile in length \ 
and after covering ae much ground aa pos- 
aible, I reported the aitaation and awaited 
farther inatraodona. At daylight on the morn- 
ing of the Slat my company waa aaaembled at 
the worka where the White Oak road paased 
throngh, when a company of Federal cavalry, 
mlatakiog na tbr their own men, rode np within 
twenty yarda of where we atood. A elogle 
volley from my line nnhorsed nearly the laat 
man of them, and in a few minntea a number 
of my barefooted crowd were np to the kneea 
in cavalry boots. I now received orders to 
move to the left and rear to guard a bridge on 
the Rnn, while the brigade croased at the ford 
below. X had barely time to form for defenae 
of the bridge when a large body of the enemy 
was diaeovered on the same side of the Ran to 
the left and rear of my poaitlon, and I at once 
prepared to meet them. Fortunately jaat at 
this time I waa ordered to rejoin the brigade, 
and hence retired. I had gone bnt a short dis- 
tance, however, when I met Qen. McCombs, 
whose brigade had been overwhelmed and 
driven from the works to oar left on the night 
before, and was in a demoralized condition ; 
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and who reqaeeted assistaoce in restoiiog or- 
der in his brigade. I consented and deployed 
at once in front of his brigade, and between it 
and a body of Federal cavalry which could be 
distinctly seen in the pine thicket deploying 
for a charge. Gen. McCombs by this time was 
on the march, retreating. Without exposing 
the weakness of onr force by moving into the 
open gronnd in front, we delivered a few vol- 
leys frvm the thicket with a rousing yell, which 
sent them flying in beantifnl confnsion into the 
timber behind them. We then fell back be- 
yond Gen. Pickett's hospital, a aofficient dis- 
tance to not endanger the sick and wonnded, 
to an old apple orchard, and made a stand. 
Here, assisted by a piece of artillery posted 
on an eminence, we easily succeeded in repell- 
ing the enemy by another game of bluff. We 
made one or two other stands snccessfnily be- 
fore we reached Sontherland Station, where we 
fonj^t with McBae's brigade on the extreme 
right." 

Capt. Bmnson modratly forbears anything 
like a minute report of his operations on 
the lines of Hatcher's Run and Sontherland 
Station; bnt, knowing his skill and daring as 
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an officer, the character of men he commanded, 
and the ezigencieBof the service at the lime, I 
am persuaded that the simple tmth, definitely 
detailed, woald constitate a chapter of thrilling 
sdrentare and achievement performed bj his 
daring command, which would brighten the 
pa^B and increase the interest of these 
sketches. 



I. 



1 



CHAPTER XX. 



SOTITHBBLAND STATION, APPOMATTOX 
ANT) THE END. 



"AU that tbe mind wonld •brink from, of ezocMca ; 

All tbmt the body perpetnitea of bad i 
All tbat we read, bear, dream, of man's diatreueB ; 

All tbat tbe devil wonld do, if mn ataili mad ; 
All tbat defies the worst wbicta pen expresses 

AH bj wbicb hell is peopled, or Is sad 
As hell — men mortals who their power abvae — 

Was here (as heretofore and since] let loose." 

When we reached Bontherland Station we- 
foand McGowan's «nd two other biigadea or 
the "light divisioti" in poaitfon on a com- 
manding ridge, farther to protect tbe retreat- 
ing armj, and delay pursuit as maoh as possi- 
ble. We had no orders and might have passed, 
on and escaped the hazards of this stand ; bat. 
appreciating the oompltment paid the trust- 
worthy valor of the brave Carolinians and their 
gallant leader, we disdained to pass oar com- 
rades by in this the hoar of their greatest peril ;. 
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-and hence took onr position aboat 200 yards 
in front of the brigade. The line occapied by 
the brigade was in an open field, on the crest 
of the hill sooth of the South Side railroad, 
with the left resting on or near the Sontherland 
-church ; the other brigades were formed to the 
'Tight of McG«van. The position was some- 
what strengthened by a slender line of earth- 
works, hastily constructed of fence rails and 
what earth could be dug up with bayonets and 
-flhoveled with the hands. The ground in front 
gradually declined into a low valley, which 
was covered with a dense growth of young 
pines, then rose again to a wooded hill of equal 
height beyond. A deep ravine, running oat 
from the valley below, headed immediately in 
'front and abont the center of the brigade, 
across which ^e sharpshooters were formed. 
The enemy soon made their appearance on the 
■opposite hill, and after a short artillery intro- 
-ductioD, moved down into the valley and 
^formed in the pines. 

The sharpshooters opened fire at once. In a 
-few minutes a heavy column emerged from the 
pines and moved up the rarine against Mc- 
'Gowan's front. The sharpshooters continued 
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tlieir fira with apitlt and effect ae the Federals 
advanced— opeoing in the center andaflBembling 
on the flanks npoD the high grounds on either 
side of the ravine, faciag inward. When within 
easy range of the main line the brigade roae 
and delivered volley after volley into the face 
of the assailants, while the two wings of the 
sharpshootera oloaed apon each flank, driving 
home with fearfal accuracy every diecharge of 
their deadly riflea. The enemy hesitated, then 
broke and fled the field, pursued by the merci- 
less sharpshooters and a perfect stream of lead 
from the brigade, which piled the gronnd with 
killed and wounded. The conflict was short, 
sharp and deadly. 

In a little while, with heavier columns and 
greater energy, the assault was renewed at the 
same point and was met by the same men, with 
the same steadiness and determination. This 
time pressing up to the immediate front of the 
main line, the enemy fought with the despera- 
tion of veterans with minds made up to suc- 
ceed. Bat they had met their match ia this 
gallant little brigade, and when they saw their 
ranks writhing under the storm of lead which 
crashed through them from front aad flank, and 
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their men falliDg by acoreB and hnndredB oir 
every hand, they broke in wild confoaion and 
yielded the field again to the Oonfederates, 
with a large namber of prisoners, which the 
sharpshootetB gathered np as they swept down 
the face of the hill in pnrsnit. I never saw 
finer fighting anyv>here than was done by the 
three little brigades at Sontherland Station. 
I stood npon a stamp on the hill to the 
eastward of the Federal colnmn where the left 
wing of sharpshooters were contending with 
the Federal right, and great tears of overwhelm- 
ing admiration flowed down my cheeks in 
streams, as I contemplated the grand conrage 
of that glorious little band of unfaltering heroes^ 
fighting to the very death for a canse already 
lost. I conld hardly stand it. 

A third demonsbvtion was made against onr 
front, but amounted to but little. The enemy 
had become conrlnced that the position could 
not be carried by direct assanlt, and hence in- 
augurated a movement to tnm onr flanks. In 
order to counteract this movement as far as 
possible, the sharpshooters unmasked the 
brigade, dropped back to the top of the hill, 
and extended intervals away to the left. In 
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orerwhelming force the blae columiu of the 
eaemj were discovered advancmg from all 
directions, and as some one has said, " O'er our 
«mbattled nutks the waves letarn and over- 
whelm onr war." Oar lines opened fire in full 
ohoras at long range, and as the enemy closed 
upon OB the vigor of our defense inoreased, an- 
til the entire line was enveloped in one living 
cloud of blue coats, whose mnskdts sported 
fire and smoke and death, and here they oame 
rolling up from the valley in front and along 
the hills on either flank ; then, with one last, 
desperate, frnilless effort, the Confederates 
dashed the contents of their faithful rifles into 
the very teeth of their overpowering asBallants, 
broke and fled the field, leaving oar dead and 
woanded, with a namber of prisoners, in their 
hands. A perfect bedlam ensued. Officers 
and men mixed together in wildest confaslon, 
fled before the withering blasts of consuming 
fire which swept the hill, until the point of dan- 
ger was passed, when they came together, were 
assorted out, formed into some sort of organi- 
zation, and coDtinaed the retreat. Those who 
inclined westward made good their escape to 
the main army, while those who fled directly 
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to the lear fonod themseWes cat off by tbe 

roaring Appomattox. 

The Federal commander now urged forward 
his deeply curved lines antil each wing stnck 
hard and fast to the south bank of the river, 
whose Bulging waters mshlDg through her 
deep cut channels defy escape and complete 
the cordon which now enclosed these unfortu- 
nate Confederates. Worn out, overwhelmed, 
bagged, these prond spirited sons of the South 
accepted the only altematire, laid down their 
arms, and forever closed their connection with 
the Army of Iforthem Virginia, but not with 
the Lost Cause. 

Three out of five of our regimental com- 
manders, the commandant of the sharpshooters, 
and about tbe same proportion of line officers 
and men were captured either at Sontberland 
Station or on the banks of the Appomattox, 
April 2 and 3, 186S. 

Capt. Branson reports that his company of 
sharpshooters was the last on tbe right at 
Southerland Station to break. He fell back 
across the railroad, passing on a bridge over a 
deep cut, and made a stand. The enemy came 
rushing forward in pursuit, and when they 
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crowded on the bridge he gave them a blizzard, 
and " feeling loneBome, departed." He Boon> 
overtook the brigade and sncb Bharpahooters- 
as had escaped, and they struggled and^ 
Btmggled along the south bank of the raging 
Appomattox the lirelong night. Early on the- 
moming of the Srd they encountered "Deep' 
Ran," a tribntary of the Appomattox, and at- 
tempted to conBtract a bridge across it. Before 
they had sacceeded the cavalry pickets were- 
charged and routed by the Federal cavalry and 
came nuhing down to the stream in a perfect' 
mob. To avoid capture, Oren. McGowan and' 
his entire force plunged into the stream, swara- 
across and escaped. Branson was so ex- 
baasted when he crawled out on the opposite- 
bank, that he was compelled to lie down ands 
rest under a sharp fire from the Federal- 
cavalry. 

On the morning of the 4th, when they had< 
reached the north bank of the Appomattox,, 
the brigade fell in with a part of Longstreet's- 
corps from Richmond, and halted and organ- 
ized. Gapt. Hasell here reported for duty and' 
resumed command of what was left of his com- 
pany. Capt. Watson was taken from the- 
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battalion — now bnt a skeleton of its fonner 
self — and assigned to dnty on Gen. McGowan's 
staff, and Hasell and Branson took charge of 
-the sharpshooters. 

" From this time forth," Branson writes, " the 
army was bnt little more than a mob. We 
fonght night and day without mach system, 
snrroanded by Yankee cavalry. The sharp- 
shooters were ordered from one flank to the 
other, and from txont to rear, as occasion le- 
-quired, until— Appomattox and the end ;" add- 
ing, "The sharpshooters were deploying for 
another advance when the white flag was seen 
to meet Qen. Longstreet." 

It is impossible to describe the anguish of 
the troops when it became known that the 
Army of Northera Virginia had been surrend- 
ered. Of all their trials this was the hardest 
to endure. There was no consciousness of 
shame; each heart could boast with honest 
pride that its duty had been done to the end, 
and that its honor remained nnsnUied still. 
When, after his interview with GJen. G-rant, 
Gen. Lee again appeared, a shoat of welcome 
instinctively ran through the army. But in- 
stantly recollecting the sad occasion that 
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brought him before them, their shontB sank 
into Bilence, every hat was raised, and the 
bronzed faces of the thousands of grim warriors 
were bathed in tears. As he rode slowly along 
the lines, hundreds of his devoted veterans 
pressed aroaod their noble chief, eager to take 
bis hand, toach his person, or even lay their 
hands upon his horse ; thas exhibiting for him 
their great affection. The general tlien, with 
head bare and tears flowing down his manly 
cheeks, bade adien to the army in the follow- 
ing farewell order : 

HXADgrARTBRS 1 

Army of Northxrn Virginia. )■ 
AprU 9, 1865. \ 
After four years of arduooa aerrice, marked bj unsur- 
passed courage and fortitude, the Armjr of Morthem Vir- 
ginia baa been compelled to jicid to overwhcltnitig nnm- 
bers and resources. I need not tell the surriTora of so 
many hard fought battles, who hare remained stead- 
fast to the end, that I consented to this result from no 
distrust of them ; but, feeling- that ralor and devotion 
could accomplish nothing- that would compensate for the 
loss that would have attended a continuanceof the contest, 
I have determined to avoid the useless sacrifice of those 
whose past services have endeared them to their country - 

By the terms of ag^reement, officers and men will return 
to their homes and remain there until exchaaKcd. 

You will take with jou the satisfaction that proceeds 
from the consciousness of duty faithfully performed ; 
and I earnestly pray that a merciful God will extend to 
you His blessing and protection. 
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With an increasing admiration of jvat constancy and 
devotion to yonr conntrj, and a grateful remembrance of 
your kind consideration of myeelf, I bid jou an affec- 
tionate farewell. R. S- LBK, General. 

On the moraing of the 12th day of April, 
1866, the battalion of sharpahootera of Mc- 
Gowan's brigade laid down their arma, and in 
the afternoon of the same day marched 
tbroQgh the Federal linea and took the road 
for their diataot homes. 



THE CONQUERED BANNER. 

Bx Fathbk Rvah, thi Poit Priist or thi Souti 

Fori that banner 1 for 'tis weary, 
Round its staff 'tis drooping- drearj ; 

Fnrl it, fold It, it is best : 
For there's not a man to wave it. 
And there's not a sword to Save it. 
And there's not one left to lave it 
la the blood which heroes gave it, 
And its foes now scorn and brave it — 

Furl it, hide it, let tt rest. 

Take that banner down I 'tia tattered. 
Broken is its staff and shattered. 
And the valiant hosts are scattered 

Over whom it floated high. 
Oh ! 'tis hard for as to fold it. 
Hard to think there's none to hold it, 
Hard that those who once unrolled it 

Now must furl it with a sigh. 
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Furl that banner I furl It sadly — 
Once ten thousands hailed it g'ladlj, 
And ten thousauda wildly, madly, 

Swore it should forever wave ; 
Swore that foeman'a sword could never 
Hearts like theirs entwined dissever. 
Till that flag would float forever 

O'er their freedom or their ^ave. 

Furl it I for the bands that gasped it. 
And the hearts that fondlj clasped it. 

Cold and dead are lying low ; 
And the banner, it is trailing, 
While around it sounds the wailing 

Of its people in their woe. 
For, though conqnered, they adore it. 
Love the cold, dead hands that t>are it. 
Weep for those who fell before it. 
Pardon those who trailed and tore it, 
And — oh 1 wildly they deplore it — 

Now to furl and fold it so. 

Fnrl that banner ! tme 'tis gory. 

Yet 'tis wreathed around with glory, 

And 'twill live in song and story. 
Though its folds are in the dust ; 

For its fame on brightest pages. 

Penned by poets and by saf^es. 

Shall go sounding down the ages. 

Furl its folds though now we must. 

Furl that banner! softly, slowly. 

Treat it gently— it is holy- 
Far it droops above the dead ; 

Touch it not, unfold it never. 

Let it droop there, furled forever. 
For its people's hopes are dead. 
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REPLY. 

Bt Sir Hbhit Hovihtoii, Babt., Emoiamd. 



Gallant nation, failed \>j unmbers 1 

Say not that jonr hopes are fled ; 
Keep that glorious flag which slumbers,. 

One day to aveng-e your dead. 
Keep it, widowed, soilless mothers 1 
Keep it, sisters, mourning brothers I 
Fnrl it with an iron will ; 
Furl it now, but keep it still- 
Think not that its work la done. 
Keep it till yonr children take It, 
Once again to hail and make it 
All their sires have bled and fought for ; 
All their noble hearts have sought for — 

Bled and fought for all alone. 
All alone \ aye, shame the story I 

Millions here deplore the stain; 
Shame, alas t for England's glory. 

Freedom called and called in vain I 
Furl that banner sadly, slowly. 
Treat it gently, for 'tis holy ; 
Tilt that day— yes, furl it sadly ; 
Then once more unfurl it gladly- 
Conquered banner 1 keep it still. 



CHAPTER XXI. 



MDSTBB ROLL OP THE BATTALION. 



He who in such trying times doea his dutj faithfully 
and well 
Is a hero indeed, be he high or low, great or small. 

The following list of honored names oniy, can 
now be recalled from a complete roll of more 
than two hundred officers and men, which coosti- 
tated the battalion of BbarpshooterB of McGow- 
aa^B brigade. I aerioasly regret my Inability 
to name the others — eren after the lapse of 
thirty years. 

N. Ingraham Haaell, captain first company, 
Charleston, S. G. 

Win. H. Brnnson, captain second company, 
Edgefield Coart Honse, S. C. 

Charles E. Watson, captain third company, 
Greenrille Conrt Honse, 8. C. 

Berry Benson, orderly sergeant first com- 
pany, AogDBta, Cfa. 
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Dongherty, orderly sergeant second 

company, nnknown. 

If. A. Tenill, orderly sei^^nt third com- 
pany, Westminster, 8. C. 

B. K. Benson, sergeant, Austin, Tex. 

W. N. Bolding, servant, Prater, Pickens 
conoty, Soath Carolina. 

Corley, sergeant, nnknown. 

W. L. Gnnningham, sergeant, Madden's, 8. C. 

M. F. Hawthorn, sergeant, killed Septemher 
80, 1864, Petersburg, Va. 

J. Q. Lore, sergeant, Wilkinsrille, 8. C. 

Darid Uoore, seigeant, Columbia, S. C. 

R. M. Plexico, sergeant, Blacksbuif;, S. C. 

Abner Stewart, sergeant, Pickens, 8. C. 

6eoi;ge W. Abbott, private, Weatherford, 
Tex. 

William T. Abbott, private, died May 23, 
1884, Weatherford, Tex. 

J. B. Adams, private, died Jnne 7, 1888, Lan- 
caster, 8. C. 

Henson Alexander, private, killed at 8ontb- 
erland Station, Va. 

Anson, private, anknown. 

Gns Ashley, private, Abbeville, 8. C. 

Bedford, private, unknown. 
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Henry Belk, private, anknown. 

Thomas Belk, private, ankDown. 

Andrew Bell, prirate, Walhalla, S. C. 

George Bell, private, Walhalla, S. C. 

Redding Bethea, private, killed at McD' 
waine's Hill, Ya. 

BoalB, private, anknown. 

Bobo, private, nnknown. 

Burnett, private, unknown. 

: Bnndricke, private, Lexington, 8. C. 

Oscar Bookman, private, killed Angast 25, 
1664, Heam'a Station, Va. 

Millage Bartlett, private, killed at Peters- 
burg, Va. 

Samael Carter, private. Bock Hill, 8. C. 

J. TS. Carwite, private, Abbeville, S. C 

Oscar F. Cbappel, private, Winsboro, 8. C. 

A. J. Clegg, private, nnknown. 

Coates, private, nnknown. 

Cohen, private, nnknown. 

Benjamin Cole, private, nnknown. 

David Cothran, private, nnknown. 

Henry Cook, private, Winaboro, S. C. 

Lawrence Courtney, private, unknown. 

John CroBslaud, private, nnknown. 

Samael Crossland, private, unknown. 
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Kie Crenshaw, private, Wallialla, S. C. 

Isaac Daily, private, LexiOKton coanty, 
Sonth Carolina. 

Dale, private, killed at Petenbarg, Va. 

Frank Day, private, Abbeville, 8. C. 

Tliomas Davenport, drowned in Jnne, 1865, 
off Cape Hatteras, North Carolina. 

John Davenport, private, unknown. 

J. W. Denton, private, scoat, Craigs- 
Tille, S. C. 

Dix, private, unknown. 

Dodges, private, unknown. 

Duke, private, unknown. 

John Elmore, private, died November 3, 1680, 
South Carolina. 

R- J. Fields, private, Bryant, Ark. 

John Fuller, private, unknown. 

Fraser, private, unknown. 

Gasaett, private, unknown. 

John Gambrell, private, Texas. 

John Gilliam, private, unknown. 

H. H. Gray, private, Anderson Court House, 
S. 0. 

Tillar Havard, private, unknown. 

Luke Haynie, private, Anderson Court House, 
S. C. 
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Heniy Haygood, private, died November, 
1890, Florida. 

RafDB Harling, private, Clark's Hill, S. C. 
■ ' Hatbcock, private, Colambia, S. C. 

Eliaha HellamB, private, last heard from in 
Illinois. 

Crockett Henderson, private, Texas. 

Hinson, private, unknown. 

James W. Hood, private, unknown. 

John E. Hnrst, private, Bryant, Ark. 

Simeon Horst, private, died May, 1874, at 
Bryant, Ark. 

James Hntcbison, private, unknown. 

Z T. James, private, died in 1898, Missis- 
eippi. 

T. A. G. Jaynes, private, Jefferson, Tex. 

John D. Rell, private, Blairsville, S. C. 

B. E. Kell, private, Blackstook, S. C. 

Wm. Kennedy, private, killed Jane 24, 1664, 
Peterybnr^;, Va. 

Kizer, private, anknown. 

Jotin KiUgore, private, Abbeville, S. 0. 

Thos. J. Leak, private, killed May 6, 1864, 
Wilderness, Va. 

John Land, private, Cartersville, S. C. 

Lee, private, nnknown. 
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MaQoioff Lewis, privBte, killed March 26, 
186D, Peterabuig, Va. 

John W. Martin, private, Brayles, S. G. 

John T. MasBey, private, died 1873, Ola, 
Tell coanty, Ark. 

Henry J. McCormick, private, died Octoher 
81, 180S, Charieeton, S. C. 

Keill McInniB, private, Carolina Post Office, 
B.C. 

John MoCalloagh, privat«, killed at Spott- 
sylvania Coart Hoase, Ya. 

W. T. McQill, private, Anderson Coort Hoase, 
S.C. 

Jack McLaoghlin, private, Abbeville, S. C. 

Davis M. Miller, private, Abbeville, S. C. 

Brit Medlin, private, killed at Chafin's Farm, 
Va. 

William Mills, private, Seneca, 8. C. 

R. J. Moore, private, Colambia, S. C. 

Norris, private, unknown. 

J. Wesley Norton, private, Conway, 8. C. 

John Oatz, private, killed at Petersburg, Ya. 

Warren Oxendine, private, killed May 21, 
1864, at Spottsylvania Coart House. 

W. 8. Pearson, private, Clinton, 8. C. 
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Silas R. Perry, private, Cfaston. Lezingtoa 
connty, S. C. 

J. B. Porter, private, Union Court' Honse, S. C. 

C. W. Parish, private, killed Jane 34, 1864, 
Peteraborg, Ya. 

Walter Pool, private, Kinard Post Office, S. 0. 

John Parrott, private, Kanghman, Edgefield 
connty, 8> C. 

Benj- Powell, private, scoot, Lancaster, S. C. 

Powell, private, killed May 6, 1864,. 

Wilderness, Ya. 

Elmore Price, private, anknowo. 

Patnam, private, unknown. 

Rhodes, private, nnknown. 

L. K. RobertaoD, private, ParkB Post Office,. 
Ark. 

— Rogers, private, unknown. 

Silas W. Ruff, private, Winsboro, S. C. 

Bossell, private, unknown. 

R. S. Rutledge, private, Walhalla, S. C. 

John Scott, private, Marion Court House, S. C^ 

Seigler, private, nnknown. 

James SharptoD, private, Clark's Hill, S. C. 

Frank Sheely, private, drowned April 2, 
1806, in Appomattox, Ya. 

Clark Short, private, killed at Peterabnrg. Va„ 
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TbomaB Simms, private, Rock Hitl, 8. C. 

John C. Sqaier, private, MorgantOD, N. C. 

William Staggs, private, anknown. 

Jacob Swarts, private, nnknowD. 

W. H. Smith, private, Pelzer Post Office, 8. C. 

Hiram Tiasley, private, Edgefield, S. C. 

-'■■ ' Thompson, private, nnkaown. 

Wm. YaaderoD, private, DDknown 

Vinson, private, anknown. 

Press Watson, private, Texas. 

Ods Walters, private, Greelyville, S. C. 

Ed. Wallace, private, Hickory Grove, 8. C. 

James Williamson, private, kilted in rail- 
iToad wreck in 1692, at Florence, 8. C. 

Charlie Wilson, private, Lancaster Court 
-House, 8oath Carolina. 

8im Worts, private, Johnaon, Edgefield 
■county, Sonth Carolina. 

J. C. Whiteside, private, killed May 6, 1884, 
Wilderness, Va. 

Robert W. Williams, private, Pelzer Poet 
-Office, 8onth Carolina. 

Williams, private, unknown. 

James Wood, private, Jacksonville, Ark. 

James D. Toung, private, unknown. 
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Most of thofle whose whereaboate are marked 

anknown, and those whose names are omitted 

from the list, as well as those marked " killed "' 

and " dead," long since 

" On fame's eternal camping gronnd 
Their ailent tents bare a pread. 
Where glorj guards with aolemn sound 
The bivouac of the dead." 

* » 

After the foregoing roster of immortals — liv-- 
ing and dead — the author cloBes the story of 
MoGk>wan's sharpshooters, with the following 
rare bit of rehearshal, to be followed by a short 
sketch of his capture and prison life, and other 
sketches. 

Dreamily, dreamily, the years come and go, 
and slowly the old Confederate soldier connts- 
them, as one by one they drop Into the "in- 
visible glass of time." He can almost see the 
grain drop that shall mark the point when- 
time, to him, shall be no more. His comrades 
nearly all have " crossed the river and are rest- 
ing ander the shade of the trees." 

The Boand of the bogle, the tread of march- 
ing colamns, " the pomp and circnmstance of* 
war," which mark the movement of modern^ 
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armies, are mere suggestions of the mighty 
past, in which he and his comrades withstood 
for four inexorable years the combined armies 
and resoarces of the world. The spectral 
armies of the great X«e and Longatreet, Jack- 
son and the Hills — aye, of Beauregard, Bragg, 
and the Johnstons — pass before him as terrible 
yet familiar phenomena of that greatest and 
most Ticioas of all national tragedies. 

His heart beats time to the inspiring music, 
and the principles of the past for which he 
focght loom up before him, richer in memory 
and high admiration, yea, richer to the world 
in sacrifice and military achievement than any 
former straggle that ever graced the annals of 
war. The long gray lines of the past grow 
shorter and thinner as the years roll by. "Close 
npl close upl" is the language of each re- 
sounding clod that drops into the tomb of our 
departing comrades, inviting us to a closer 
union. It is no new sound to the Confederate 
veteran ; he heard it amidst the *' sulphurous 
siroc " of a hundred battles. It touched his 
nerves at Bethel and Bull Bun; in the seven 
days struggle before Richmond, at Manassas, 
Sharpsburg, Fredericksburg and Chancellors- 
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ville ; be heard it above the roar of more than 
tiro handred thandering cannon at Getty Bbarg ; 
again at the Wilderaess, SpottsylTania, Han- 
over Janction, Atlee*s Station and Cold Harbor ; 
yea, at Petersboi^, Ream's Station, Hatcher's 
Ran and Five Forks ; and, when mshing to the 
last death grapple at Appomattox, he heard it 
again and for the last time. It is a familiar 
eoand to him, but the memory of it makes him 
sad and lonely, now that soon none will be left 
to "close np" the gaps, and none to cover the 
graves. 

The battle scarred veteran who followed the 
Soathem Cross nnder oar great leaders in Vir- 
ginia and Tennessee, Georgia and the Caro- 
linas, as well as those in the trans-Mississippi 
and other subordinate departments, is begin- 
ning to feel that his day is done. That his 
deeds of valor and heroism at Oak Hills, 
Prairie Grore, Helena; at Shilob, Chicka- 
mauga, Atlanta ; at Cold Etarbor, Gettysburg 
and Appomattox, are no longer objects of at- 
tention and admiration, now that the dapper 
soldiery of a mock straggle are flecking the 
'earth with the hnea of annsed aniforms, an- 
forled flags and anfired gnns, and monopoliz- 
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iDg the attentioD of a thonghtless public, to 
the exclnBion of these grizzly patriots vfaa 
stood in the breach, staked all and lost all in 
the great conflict for Soathem rights. 

The embryo hero of the rifle range and ren- 
dezToos returns home on leave of absence and 
Blrnts through town. The people gaze and ad- 
mire. The city fathers go into ezecative ses- 
sion and derise ways and means to give eclat 
to the occasion and honor to their distingnished 
gnest. 

The old Confederate comes into town on his 
cratches, or with halting step and empty 
sleeve ; and none deign to notice or regard the 
care worn, poverty stricken old hero, bat pass 
by on the other side. 

The yoang soldier, fretting under the re- 
straints of army regnlations, falls a victim to 
nostalgia, or dies of some other disease super- 
induced by ignorance oi disregard of the laws 
of health. His remains are brought home under 
military escort, the community turns out en 
masse and crowds aronnd his open grave to di> 
him honor, and the newspapers commemorate 
the sad event in columns of fulsome obituary. 
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The old GonfedHrate dies, after a hard Btiug- 
gle for existence, is laid to rest in the Con- 
federate Cemetery, "nnwept, nnhonored and 
nnsnng." 

He who for four years had borne upon his 
mnsket (that was bamiehed brighter by the 
battle's fury and the attrition of "merciless 
disaster ") the fortanes of the Soathem Confed- 
eracy, receives this parsimonioas notice : 

" A. B , an ex-Confederate veteran, died at 

the soldiers* home, at , and was bnned in 

the Confederate Cemetery " — that was all. 

Lee's veterans I Johnston's heroes I ex-Con- 
federates all, think of it I Had yon not better 
have died on^ie field of battle and been baried 
with yoarmiow comiadeB, having for your re> 
qaiem the roar of battle and the shonts of vic- 
tory, than to have lived to see the day when the 
living generations know yon not, regard yon 
not, bat grndge even the time it takes to fill 
yoar graves with scanty dnst t Sad reflections I 
painfnl realities I 

Now I do not complain of the honor paid oar 
dear yonng men of the South who patriotically 
entered the army to defend the honor of 
oar flag on foreign soil ; nay, I myself 
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will never fail to do them honor. Bat I 
do contend foi a fair dietrlbation of honors 
to the dear old veterans of the Lost Ganse, 
who not only stood for the honor of 
■oar flag, bat had to feed and eqnip themselves 
targely from the enemy's stores, and even 
wrenched from them the very ordnance of war 
with which to expel them from oar borders. 

This little volume is designed to counteract, 
as far as possible, this tendency, and to " stir 
ap yoar pare minds by way of remembrance," 
that yon may appreciate the self denying ser- 
vices and patriotic deeds of these grand old 
heroes of the Sooth. 

To that end, I have endeavored to set forth 
in systemaiic detail the story of " Lee's Sharp- 
shooters," as exemplified in the operations of a 
single battalion, which I had the honor to 
command. 

This little band of two hundred veteran sol- 
diers, who for twelve long and weary months 
stood in the "forefront of battle;" saw war 
and experienced war in all its horrors; who 
met on many a field, not only the Federal 
sharpshooters in eqaal nnmbers, but whole 
regiments and sometimes brigades and divi- 
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sioDB in solid lines of battle, and met them 
saccesBf&lly ; and when the days grew darker 
and the caase more hopeless, dared even then 
to mass themselves against entrenched lines, 
pieroe them like a lance, or shiver them like a 
thnnderboU, and drive them from the field. 
They bore the bmnt of battle where danger 
was greatest and fighting fiercest; made a 
record and earned a fame worthy of eternal 
preservation in the annals of our stro^le. 
They saw the conflict and caniage of battle as 
no general saw it, and as] no historian did who 
was not in the line; and therefore they, and 
sacb as they, who palled the trigger and drove 
the bayonet mast at last give the true story of 
every battle. They watched the "ebb and 
flow of the crimson tide," and rallying npon 
the hard pressed line, hnrled themselves 
against the opposing oolnmn, and wrong vic- 
tory from impending defeat. 

They fought for principle and not for pay— 
for home rale, local self government, conatita- 
ttonal liberty — against agression, paternalism 
and Federal domination. And while their 
cause went down under the "arbitrament of 
the sword," no court of justice or equity has 
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ever adjudicated against their claims. They 

were grand soldiers, and they were light. 

Notice what SwintoD, the Northern historian, 
says of them : " Nor can there fail to arise the 
image of that other army, that was the adver- 
sary of the Army of the Potomac, and which 
who can forget that once looked npon it! 
That army of tattered uniforms and bright 
mnakets ; that body of incomparable infantry, 
the Army of Northern Virginia, which for 
foar years carried the revolt on its bayonets, 
opposing a constant front to the mighty con- 
centration of power brought against it ; which 
receiving terrible blows, did not fait to give the 
like ; and which, vital in all ita parts, died only 
with its annihilation." 

And again, in another place and oo another 
occasion, he «aya : " That incomparable South- 
em infantry, which tempered for two years in 
battle and accustomed to victory, equalled any 
soldiers that ever followed the eagles to con- 
quest." 

Out of such material as this Lee's sharp- 
shooters were selected and organized, and were 
the creme de la creme of that " incomparable 
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Soathem infantry" — the refinement of perfec- 
tion in all soldierly qaalitiea. 

And now, my dear old comrades of the sharp- 
shooters, I have given as best I coald the 
story of your heroic deede. I hare ^one again 
with yoa tbroagh the battle's red glare ; have 
heard again the sharp crack of yoar rifles; 
have seen yoa scale the enemy's high entrench- 
ments and drive back twice, thrice, yea, five 
times yoar nambers ; have seen yon strike at 
the dead honra of midnight, break and sweep 
out the Federal advance lines for miles, captur- 
ing hnndreds of prisoners, withont losing a 
man. Tonr martial tread, yoar soldierly bear- 
ing, yonr devotion to doty, year ancomplain- 
ing sacrifice, and yoar matchless coarage, have 
all passed in review before me. Yoar head* 
long chaises and shoats of trinmph ring again 
in my ears, as I drop my pen, close my eyes 
and call np in memory yoar many deeds of 
personal daring as well as yonr splendid 
achievements in combined action. I tramp 
again with yon along the valleys and over the 
hills of Virginia, and in a short retrospect see 
yon in yonr respective original commands 
plunge into the blue, rolling Potomac, and in 
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water to yonr waists keep step to the inspir- 
ing strains of " Dixie Land." I see yoar good 
oondaot as yon march throogh the " promised 
land," and witness yonr high courage as yon 
scale the ragged heights of Oettysbuig. I re- 
torn with yon again to dear old Yii^oia, and 
on the banks of the Rapidan bind np oar 
woands and prepare for more determined and 
more deadly work. 

Here I notice yonr organization, yoar move- 
ments in drill, rifle tiaiaing and splendid equip- 
ment for the coming straggle. I then follow 
yon through the 'Wilderness, Spottsylrania, 
Hanover Janction, Atlee^s Station, Gold Har* 
bor, Riddle's Shops, Deep JBottom, Faseell's 
MUi, PeteisboTg, Ream's Station, Jones's Farm, 
Jarrett's Station, Mollwaine's Hill, Hatcher's 
Ron, Sontherland Station, and then again in 
the last sad scene of Appomattox. Then all 
were before me. Bat when I opened my eyes 
and the sad realities of the present confironted 
me, where, oh I where are the members of that 
gallant band I Echo answers, where ( Scores 
lie scattered along the track of that matchless 
campaign from the Wilderness to Appomattox, 
their bodies sleeping in unmarked graves, or 
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their bones bleaching and crumbling into daat 
again, there to await the sounding of the last 
tmmp, irhen the de&d shall come forth to their- 
final and everlaetiag reward. The snrrivors 
Boattered here and there tbroaghont the land 
for which they foaght — no longer aide by side 
in the straggle for existence, which to some of 
ns has been more lasting and jnst aa fierce as 
that terrible conflict of which we write. 

Soon the last one will be left standing alone, 
facing the celestial tamj of patriots gone 
before. The last gap he mast close, and then 
like a bird for whose feet the sands have be- 
come too warm, be will spread his wings and 
soar away to Join oar comrades who await our 
coming in the land beyond the skies. 

I have registered as best I coald your mar- 
tial exploits, yonr chivalrons deeds. Bat no 
-^eer oi man could properly portray your splen- 
did qoalities and high achievements as Con- 
federate soldiers. Tou were overwhelmed, not 
conqaered, and yielding to the demands of in- 
evitable necessity, laid down yonr arms and 
retnrned to yonr homes " with the consciona- 
neae of doty well performed." And donbtleaa 
the recording angel above, under the tonch of 
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yonr great leaders, will give you at last a 
richer and far more endaring victory than 
earth could give. Peace to the ashes of our 
/*^^**' foUew comrades I We may not fire a soldier's 
salute over your dust, bat the pulses of our 
hearts beat like muffled drams, and every deep 
drawn sigh breathes a low and passionate re- 
quiem. Eiarth venerate yonr memories and 
history preserve the record of your noble deeds. 
Heaven bless the living, and crown yonr declin- 
ing years with comfort and peace ; and may 
Ood's abundant meioy and the benedictions of 
his grace abide with you both now and forever 
more. 

Heroes of the lost cause! Champions of 
constitutional rights I Martyrs for regulated 
liberty! Faithful, dauntless soldiers! Bear 
old comrades of the sharpshooters! Fare- 
well! 

" Bnoug'h of valor had each boaored name 
Toshlnc untamiahed on the roll* of fame, 
And add new lustre to the historic page." 



CHAPTER XXII. 



MRS. DUNLOP AND MYSELF BOTH 
CAPTIVES. 



Mrs. Dnnlop, my yoQDg and faithfal wife, 
arrived in Petersbari; from South GaroHaa at 
8::t0 p. m. Febraarj 13, 1865, on a visit, and 
took rooms beneath the hospitable roof of Prof. 
Charles Campbell, aaperintendent of pnbllc 
schools of the city. Prof. Campbell was a 
' Virginia gentleman of the old school, of genial 
manners, broad culture, and pare and lofty 
patriotism; and his good lady, thoagh of 
Northern birth aod edacation, was intensely 
Sonthem in all her views and feelings — a fitting 
counterpart of SQch a character. Their two 
yonng daaghters and little son added no little 
t'j the attractiveness of this charming home. 

The paralyzing effects of ihe siege aud the 
depreciated value of the Confederate currency 
had reduced them from a condition of ease and 
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abandaDce to that of almost absolale penary 
and want ; hence, the arrival of Mrs. Bnnlop, 
with her large stock of supplies, was received as 
a godsend, and gratefully attributed to the direct 
interposition of Providence for their relief. For 
it will be remembered that we formed a sort of 
Joint stock company, by the terms of which 
each family was to contribute to the common 
fund according to ability, regardless of num- 
bers or relative obligationa, and with no 
thought of anything like an accurate account- 
ing of expenditures or adjustment of dividends. 
The congeniality of oor religious faith, a com- 
mon cause, and the fellowship of suffering, at 
once united all hearts, and we became one har- 
monions and dellghtfol family association. 

The constant clatter of musketry along the 
lines and the perpetual roar of hostile guns — at 
first so shocking to the nervous structure of the 
delicate ladies — soon became as monotonons as 
the melody of an old song, and fell upon their 
ears like the story of one's own exploit»— worn 
threadbare. 

Day after day the Federal commander length- 
ened his lines and strengthened his stakes abont 
the beleaguered city. The disasters which had 
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overtaken the Sontbern standards io other parts- 
of the field naturally reanlted in the concentra- 
tion of forces around the Confederate capital;, 
and althoogh Oen. Lee held his groQnd and 
never failed to deliver bis adversary a blow at 
every opportunity, yet in the intervals of rest 
he felt more and more sensibly the grip of the 
anaconda as he tightened his coils around hiuk 
and his little band of Confederates. The- 
clouds were gathering and the omiuoos malter- 
ings of the impending storm were heard and- 
felt as sensibly in the ranks as in official cir- 
cles. Men gathered In groups and discussed- 
the situation, but determined to stand to their- 
colors to the bitter end. 

The visiting ladles were advised topacktheir- 
baggage and escape to the interior, or return to- 
their homes in South Carolina, without delay. 
Charles, my blthftil body servant, was there- 
fore ordered to get his mistress ready for the 
morning tarain of March 29th. For some reason- 
the omnibus failed to call by and the madam 
failed to get off; and this was the last train 
out of Petersburg until some time after Xiee's 
surrender. Majors Wardlaw and Hammond,, 
our brigade qoartermaster and commissary,. 
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iiowerer, sent an ambalance Sunday morniog, 
April 3d, and had the ladies and their tmnks 
•convejed across the river; put them on the 
-train and sent them to Richmond, where they 
arrived, with aboat 600 woanded, at midnight 
■of the 2d of April, ready for the next morning's 
-train, soathboand. Mrs. Brailsford, of the com- 
pany, the young wife of M^. B. D. Brailsford, 
-of the first South Carolina regiment, kindly in- 
-vited Mrs. Dr. Hnot and Mrs. Dnnlop to her 
father's house for the remainder of the night, 
-which invitation was gratefully accepted, and 
-tbe ladies were soon sheltered in the hospit- 
able home of Mr. Hill of Richmond. But 

President Davis and cabinet had vacated the 
-capital and boarded the last southbound train 
-early in the morning, and the rear guard of 
Longstreet's corps was filing through the 
-streets in full retreat to the mountains. Imme- 
diately after the passage of the troops to the 
south side of the James, the bridges were blown 
up with an explosion that shook the staid old 
'City to its foundations; from the effects of 
which, or other cause, the city was set on fire 
in a number of places. Owing to the paralyzed 
•condition of the population, the fire fiend swept 
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away many baildiage and a large amoant of 
valaable property before an adequate force- 
coald be organized to resiet the progreaa of de- 
atraotion. The fiames were at length broogbt 
ander control and finally extingaiahed, and 
thae the city waa saved. 

The ladiea being cat off from their line of 
retreat, were therefore forced to accept the gen- 
erona hoapitaliiy of Mr. Hill and hia excellent 
family for a period of some ten days or twa 
weeka. "When the city had become somewhat 
qniet, the ladiea — Mra.Dr. Hnot andMra. Dud- 
lop — appealed to G^n. Mamford, who kindly 
furnished them tranaportation and other snb- 
atantial aid, which enabled them to return to- 
Petersburg, which they did by way of the 
James river and City Point railroad. 

They reached Petersburg about midnight of 
the 17th of April, and were received with tears- 
of joy into open arms by Prof. Campbell 
and his dear family. They had paaaed throngh. 
many dangers and bad had a number of thrill- 
ing adventures since their exit from Petersburg, 
bat had incurred no loss or damage to person' 
or property, save and except the taking of a 
disabled sabre from Mrs. Dunlop's trunk, where- 
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It had been strapped for safekeeping, and which 
was held In high esteem by its owner, the com- 
-mandant of the sharpshooters, on acconnt of 
-it8 valaable services and the severe wonnd 
which it had received on the 29th of Angnst, 
1802, in the second battle of Manassas. 

It was ascertained, npon inqoiry, that Dr. 
Haot had been placed in charge of a Confed- 
-erate hospital in the city, and was safe. Hence 
lie and his accomplished yoang wife were soon 
happily re-united in their former winter home. 
Mrs. Danlop also learned that herhasband had 
1)een captured atSontherland Station, ten miles 
west of Petarsbnrg, and had passed through 
-the city anhnrt on his way to some Northern 
prison. Assured now of his safety, as far as 
the dangers of the battle field were concerned, 
Mrs. Danlop set about to discover his destina- 
tion, that she might cheer him in his lonely 
-oonfinement with tokens of her sympathy and 
abiding affection. She wrote to every Federal 
prison that she could hear of, but for weeks 
■could evoke no response. This ominous 
silence led to renewed apprehensions of dis' 
tress, and so she sought a personal interview 
with the commissary general of prisoners, that 
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she might enlist his sympathy aad official aid 
in her search for the lost one, both of which 
were readily accorded. The general was trae 
to his word, for the letter delivered to him that 
afternoon was received on Johnson's Island in 
the very shortest possible time required to 
compass the distance ; and not only so, bat all 
her letters were promptly forwarded flrom the 
different prisons, and were joyfully received in 
a very few days. 

The parpose and failure to take the last 
train oat of Petersburg, and the snbseqaent 
purpose and failure to take the last train oat 
of Richmond, had disconcerted all oar plans ; 
80 that, while Mrs. Dunlop*s letters were wan- 
dering aboatover the country in setu^h of her 
lost husband, he was writing regularly to South 
Carolina, sapposing that, according to the 
second plan, the ladies had made good their 
escape to their Carolina homes. But Sher- 
man's march through the Carolinaa had dis- 
rupted all lines of postal commanlcation in 
that direction, heuce my letters did not reach 
their destination until the railroads were re- 
built and Mrs. Dunlop had reached home, some 
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time aboat the middle of Jane. Meanwhile 
she was in an agony of saapense. 

UpoD her retarn from Richmond to Peters- 
burg, Mrs. Danlop foand that Charles, who had 
been playing the role of courier between her- 
self in the city and myself on the lines of 
Hatcber'a Bon, had been captured on his last 
trip, andhad jast made his escape and returned 
to Petersburg a few days before her arrival. 
He at once engaged to work in the gardens and 
track patches in the city for wages, and loyal 
to the last, turned oyer to his mistress a good 
part of his earnings every night, which he con- 
tinued to do until the railroads began to 
operate, when he put her on the train and saw 
her safe at home in South Carolina. 

When our lines were formed at Soatherland 
Station, the sharpshooters were instructed that, 
when they were driven — which was inevitable 
— to make clean heels for the rear and incline 
westward as much as possible — the direction 
the army had gone ; as for myself, I should make 
directly for the rear, swim the Appomattox and 
rejoin them on the north bank. 

As many as obeyed inatractioDS made good 
their escape, while those who disregarded in- 
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stractions and followed the example of their 
commander were hemmed in on the banka of 
the roaring Appomattox and captured the next 
day. The river was too full and tnrbolent to 
swim. Only one man, Frank Sbeely, tried it 
and he found a watery grave ere he reached 
the middle of the stream. We pat a vidette 
on the hills to watch, while we set aboat to 
oonstract s raft on which to ferry onrselvea 
across to the other shore. We impressed into 
service a namber of n^fToes, who were catting 
wood for the city, with their axes, and had got- 
ten oar work &irly under way, when the vi- 
dettes ran in and reported the Federal cavalry 
approaching. We dispersed in amusing haste 
and concealed oarselveB in a dense thicket of 
switch cane and nnderbrash along the banks 
of the river ; where, once hidden, we were afraid 
to show oar heads above the cane, lest oar hid- 
ing place might be discovered and ourselves 
made prisoners. Hence, we remained in the 
thicket, as qaiet as mice, until after dark, 
when search began for some friendly craft to 
convey ourselves to the opposite shore. First 
up and then down the rushing river, we peered 
into every nook and comer of her ragged banks 
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for some means'of escape, bat nothing coald be 
found. We then took the Federal lines which 
were drawn aronnd as and indastrioasly scrn- 
tinized every inch from the river below to 
the river above, hoping to find a gap, bat the 
lines were solid and the circle complete. This 
search'was continued until daylight, when we 
again ^hid ourselves in a dense cedar brake. 
All our efforts to evade capture proved fruit- 
less. So about 9 o'clock a. m., Apiil 3, 1865, a 
heavy skirmish line combed oat the fatal cvZ de 
sac and took us in. I sturendered my sword 
to an officer of the twenty-sixth Michigan regi- 
ment. United States infantry. We were treated 
with marked courtesy by onr captors, and 
were marched off with the Federal column, 
under guard. After marching in rear of 
Grant's army for several days we were returned, 
several hundred strong, to Petersburg; thence 
to City Point; thence by steamer to the old 
capitol prison .Washington, D. C. ; thence, after 
a delay of some ten days, to Johnson's Island, 
Ohio. We reached Washington City on the 
10th, and thirty Confederate officers were 
crowded into room No. 16, on the third floor 
of the old capitol building — a room about 
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18 z 18 feet sqaare, withont the least semblance 
of faraitare — a gaaot aad forlorn looking, yet 
a jolly and spirited crowd. The next day we 
heard of the sarrender of the Army of North- 
ern Virginia, but reftised to believe it nntil the 
report was confirmed. 

The regulations of the prison were : Roll 
call at 8 o'clock in the morning ; breakfast at 
9 o'olock ; dinner at 3 o'clock in the afternoon ; 
roll call again at 7 o'clock p. m. ; no sapper, 
and lights out at 9 o'clock — two meals a day 
on scant rations. We spent the time in smok- 
ing car pipes, washing clothes and discnssing 
the cause and resnits of the war, the conditions 
of the conntry, and the methods and conse- 
qnencea of recons traction likely to follow. 

On the 13th of April, the fonrth anniversary 
of the fall of Fort Snmpter, the American flag 
was formally rehoisted in trinmph with appro- 
priate ceremonies, npon the battered ramparts 
of that historic old castle, and the occasion 
celebrated at the Federal capital by the grand- 
est convocation of citizens ever held in the 
city of Washington. Men and women of all 
grades of human society, and almost every 
'nationality, participated in the grand demon- 
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BtratioD- Military parades, music and orato- 
rical barangnes were the order of the day ; 
while at oight, amid the blaze of the finest 
pyrotechnic display ever witnessed on the oon- 
tlneot, the assembled thonsands vied together 
in unrestrained manifestations of joy and ex.- 
nltation over the triumphs of their armies, the 
prospects of peace and a reunited country. 
With stolid indifference we heard and beheld, 
nor felt the fointeat emotions of pleasure, even 
while gazing out upon a goi:geons panorama of 
almost dazzling brilliancy. 

On the night of the 14th, Abraham Lincoln, 
President of the United States, was assassi- 
nated, and the nation's joy was lorned into 
moarning. John Wilkes Booth, of Virginia, 
was the assassin. Intense excitement pre- 
vailed for several days, and no Confederate 
soldier, or even friend of the South, would 
have been safe on the streets of Washington 
during this period. Indeed, ao shocking was 
the crime against enlightened humanity, and so 
stunning the blow to public conscience, that 
the spirit of revenge clamored for blood ; and 
but for the interposition of military authority 
every prisoner confined in the old capitol 
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building would have been mardered in retalia- 
tion. A lai^ mob of infariated citizens wa» 
organized for that purpose, and was only re- 
strained by a strong guard placed within the 
halls and coiridors of the bailding, and a per- 
fect wall of United States bayonets stationed 
around the square. 

On the 15ch the decapitated nation, in one 
immense throng, assembled at the capital, and 
increased flrom day to day while the body lay 
in state, to pay their last respects to the dls- 
tingaished dead. From the windows of room 
No. 16, which commanded fnll view of Capitol 
Square, we could distinctly see the ceaseless 
stream of sorrowing' citizens as they crowded 
through the capitol bnilding to take one last 
sad view at the remains of the mnrdered Presi- 
dent. As far as the eye could reach the city 
was clad in the habiliments of mourning. A 
sad day to the people of tliis country, and 
especiaUy so for the unfortunate citizens of the 
South. 

When the excitement had sufficiently abated, 
and it was considered safe to remove the pris- 
oners, rolls were made oat and we were 
marched down to the Baltimore depot and took 
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tlie train for Johnaon's Island. After a tedious 
and tiresome trip of several days, passing 
throngh Baltimore, Harrisbnrg, Pittsburg, 
Mansfield and Sandusky, we reached onr prison 
home on the S7tb day of April. We were dis- 
«liat;ged from the trains at Sandusky and im- 
mediately boarded a steamer for Johnson's 
Island, where we arrived in a somewhat dilapi- 
dated condition the same afternoon. After 
examination and enrollment we were dispos- 
sessed of everything valuable or contraband of 
war, and marched throngh the great prison gate 
into the courts of the vast enclosnre, where we 
were assigned to quarters in different parts of 
the prison. Myself and Lieut. James A. Wat- 
son, of the twelfth Sontb Carolina regiment, 
were assigned to room No. 13, block No. 7, 
south side of the street and second floor of the 
building. Here we made ourselves as com- 
fortable as circumstances wonld permit. We 
were received by our comrades who had pre- 
ceded ns with great cordiality, and were joy- 
fully welcomed to the freedom and hospitality 
of that noted prison (whose commissariat and 
latchstrings were always on the ontside), not 
that they took pleasure in our misfortunes, but 
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becanee of onr commoD cause aod fellowship 
of saffering, and they loved as. 

The priaoQ on Johnson's Island vras located 
safelj above the water tine on the 8ontb side of 
the island, at the nearest point to the city of 
Sandniky, about three or four miles distant, 
across an arm of the beaatifnl Lake Erie, and 
covered an area of ten acres, laid off in the 
form of an oblong aqnare, running east and 
west. It was enclosed by a solid wall of heavy 
timber, twelve feet high, abont three and a half 
or four feet below the top of which, on the out- 
side, were constmoted the platform and sentry 
boxes where our sleepless goardians were wont 
to stand or pace their weary rounds, day and 
night, to hold ns harmless and secure until by 
official authority oar liberties should be re- 
stored. Two lines of two story, oblong boxed 
buildings, with double rooms above and below, 
about 16 X 23 feet square, with ten foot walls, 
constituted our quarters. These barracks were 
built on either side of a broad street, some two 
hundred feet in width, ronning lengthwise 
through the center of the enclosure, and facing 
inward. The entrance to the rooms below was 
by a single door to each room, located in front, 
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DMr the oonter, and on either side of the parti - 
tion which divided the rooms ; the roome above 
were reached by a stairway and balconj bnilt 
on the oatside of the front wall, with doors of 
entrance similarly situated to those below. 

Beffinning at the great gate, the blocks and 
rooms were regularly nnmbered, 1, S, 3, 4, etc., 
the odd numbers on the sonth side and the 
even numbers on the north side of the stircet. 
There were six blocks on ^ther side of the 
Streetf and one block (No. 13) in the center of 
the street at the east end, facing the great gate 
at the west end. The kitchens and mess halls 
were in rear of the barracks, and the sinks 
and closets la rear of these buildings ; one of 
the mess halls on the north side being nsed for 
a hospital for the siok. Back of all the build- 
ings, and some twenty or thirty feet from the 
prison walls, were the' dungeon and dead lines, 
beyond which no prisoner was allowed to pasa. 
In addition to the chain of sentinels which 
girded the balustrade, and as farther security 
against insolence or insubordination on the 
part of the Confederates, a single IS-pound 
smooth bore was mounted on the itQ^X wall 
near the prison gate, charged with grape and 
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canister, and trained apon tlie broad street so 
as to rake it from end to end in the event of 
any formidable disturbance. 

The garrison and officers' quarters were on- 
an elevated plateau of beautiful pounds, a hun- 
dred yards or more west and northwest of the 
front gate, where there was also stationed a full 
battery of artillery, frowning down upon us- 
with gaping mtttslss, ready to demolish the 
prison and all it contained should there occur 
anything like a conspiracy or rebellion against 
the restraints of Federal authority. But, as 
Cfen. Toombs said to Senator Morton, "we 
had worn onrselves ont whipping Yankees,"' 
therefore did not care to have any further 
tionbla with them, and hence behaved our 
selves like pretty boys. Johnson's Island was- 
specifically designed and set apart for the ac- 
commodation of Confederate officers, of whom 
there were at this time something like three - 
thousand here confined, ranging all the way 
from ni^jor general down to junior second lieu- 
tenant. They were to a large extent ednoated, . 
intelligent, grave and dignified, and for the 
moat part behaved themselves with the utmost 
propriety and decorum. Our rations were pain- - 
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fally icant, and bnt for the acate goawings of 
haoger we would have been reasonably com- 
fortable. 

Col. Hill, oommandant of the garrieon, 
was a clever gentleman and good friend to the 
prisoners, all of whom esteemed him very highly 
for bis kindness of heart and other ezcellenoieB 
of character. He always manifested dae re- 
gard for oar comfort and protection as well as 
for our good behavior and safe keeping. He 
frequently entered the pen in person to inqaire 
into oar condition, and occasionally addressed 
the prisoners on questions of moment relating 
to themselves, such as the a^astment of war 
issaes, the restoration of peace and good will 
between the divided sections, etc. He invari- 
ably received a cordial welcome, and his 
speeches were well attended and heartily en- 
joyed by all. 

When it became known that Congress was 
considering a bill of amnesty for the liberation 
of prisoners, which involved many qaestions of 
important detail requiring time and careful 
-consideration, the necessary delay caused mnch 
anxiety and impatience on the part of many of 
the inmates of Johnson's Island. Others, how- 
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ever, made the best of the sitaation by Jests 
aad merrymaking, to the anDoyance of oar less 
buoyant comrades. Day after day, for weeks, 
these loverB of fan played npon the credality 
of their home sick associates, by publishing 
bogaa dispatohea on the balletin board relating 
to their discharge. The bill was finally passed 
abont the last of May, and President Johnson's 
amnesty proclamation was promulgated imme- 
diately. 

Hence, aboat the 1st of Jane, bej^nning with 
the oldest captures, the discharge of prisoners 
began, and was continued from day to day as 
rapidly aa rolls could be made out and trans- 
portation famished, until all were set free. 

I passed out at the great gate with a class of 
Bomethiug over two hundred, about 7 o'clock 
a. m., Jane 18, 1866, henceforth a free citizen of 
the United States. By 8 o'clock we were in 
Sandusky, where all trains leading out of the 
city were utilized in the transportation of pris- 
oners, and where, by distribution, we took dif- 
ferent routes for our Sonthern homes. Myself 
and a goodly number of others took the train 
for Cleveland, thence to Pittsburg, thence to 
Harrisbnrg — where farther distribntion was 
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made — and thence to New York, where we ar- 
rived abont 10 o'clock on the momtng of ihe 
31st. When discharged from Johnaon's Island 
we were famiebed with ftw transportation and 
(oniy) one day's rations. With this scant sup- 
ply we anticipated distress from banger ere we 
sbonld reach the half way point to oar distant 
homes. Bnt thanks to a kind Providence, who 
put it into the hearts of very many good 
people of the North to snpplyaU our needs 
abandantly, we bad no occasion whatever to 
nse oar one day's rations of hard tack and 
bacon. 

The cooTtesy and kindness extended to ns all 
the way from 8^dnsky to New York were as 
amaslDg to ns as they were gratefal to onr 
feelings, and reminded as more of the treat- 
ment dne a victorions army retaming from the 
oonqnests of a formidable foe than of a rem- 
nant of defeated Confederates released from 
captivity and returning to their homes under 
grace and amnesty of their victors. The in- 
stant we lan^d in New York I hurried to the 
transportation office, that I might secure pas- 
sage without delay to South Carolina. A gen- 
tleman whom Ihad seen on the train, a resident 
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of the city, and whose dainty appearance for 
some reason I did not fancy, proposed to ac- 
company and asaist me in my purpose. His 
proposition repeated, was twice declined but 
accepted ttie third dme. Under bis guidance 
I was presently ashered into a large brick 
boilding and into the very presence of the 
chief of the department. My good friend now 
assumed the role of advocate, and presented 
my reqnest for transportation on the first 
steamer southbound, which was promptly de- 
nied upon the ground of inconvenience and 
delay ; the officer stating that there were hun- 
dreds of released Confederates in the city 
awaiting transportation to the South Atlantic 
states ; that he could not issue a tingle pass, 
when the same time and work would set forward 
on their homeward journey hundreds from the 
same section ; and that I would have to await 
the enrollment of an entire class. This failure 
did not in the least disconcert my friend, who 
said as we passed out of the office, "Come, 
walk into the next office and let us see what 
can be done with the first deputy." Our re- 
quest was again presented and nrged, this time 
receiving more favorable consideration. The 
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deputy, however, honestly bat kindly detailed 
the difficalties to be overcome, while my friend 
recoQDted the premises of oar plea and en- 
forced the facts with sach skill and power, that 
had we been in a court of final resort onr 
prayer would have been granted sine condi- 
Hones. Bat the signatare of the chief was 
absolately necessary, and apon this alone oar 
success depended. 

We retired from the office with the assnianoe 
that everything that coald woald be done for 
oar relief, and we were requested to call 
again at 1 o'clock, when we sboald know the 
resalt. At the door a carriage was called, and 
we entered. For two hoars we drove about the- 
city, taking ia the more salient points and be- 
holding the sights of this wonderfal metropo- 
lis, meanwhile enjoying a good lancheon at a 
fashionable reataarant, donning a new suit of 
clothes and replenishing our exchequer with a 
small roll of United States currency — all at the- 
expense of oar advocate and friend, who was urg- 
ing OS all the while to remain over in the city for 
some time and rest up, at his expense ; which,, 
of course, I gratefully declined. At 1 o'clock 
we returned to the office, and sure enough our 
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(ransportatioQ was ready, and we had nothing 
to do bnt board the steamer for Dixie, which 
was billed to sail at 4 o'clock that afternoon. 
By 3 o'clock we were aboard the rolling 
Clyde, which lay at the wharf making prep- 
arations for the voyage. Uy unnamed friend 
was still with me, and introdnced me to the offi- 
cers of the steamer and bespoke for me a good 
birth and the coartesies of the ship, which were 
accorded. I was also introdnced to a namber 
of citizens who had come down to see the reb- 
els embark. Among others I met H. P. Clark, 
who resided in Brooklyn bat did basiness in 
New York. Mr. Clark proved a friend indeed, 
showing marked courtesy and offering farther 
financial assistance, which I declined with 
thanks. He gave me his antograph, on re- 
quest, which I still have, and cherish for the 
pleasant recollections associated with his name. 
I also requested the autograph of my anony- 
mons friend, but he declined, stating that my 
desire was a mere matter of sentiment and 
woald soon pass away, as wonld the memory 
of the fact and circumstances of our meeting, 
but if I wanted a sermon preached or marriage 
solemnized he was at my service. I then re- 
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• qaested Ms influence on behalf of my com- 
rades, niimbera of whom I had seen in the city 
awaiting transportation, to which he readily 
consented, and we bade each other farewell. 
Id a very short time here came abont fonr 
hundred Gonfederatea from Carolina, Georgia 
and Florida, numbers of whom were of my ac- 
qaaintance and some of my own command. 
Qreetinga and congratalations were now in 
order, and we spent a few hoars in a moat de- 
lightfal reanion on the decks of the stately 
Clyde. The Clyde was a heavy and somewhat 
■cltuDBy bnt seaworthy craAi, single decked, 
with a small block of state rooms, narrow 
-oabin, store room and kitchen for the accommo- 
dation of her officera and crew, and an immense 
hold, in which the Confederates were qnar- 
tered, with the privileges of the deck during the 
day. I was comfortably quartered in a reason- 
-ably well frimished state room, with free access 
to the cabin and all its appointments. 

After some delay we weighed anchor, nn- 
ihrottled the engines and aet sail for Dixie 
liand. We spent a comfortable night and rose 
early to note progress and take bearings. We 
(fonnd that we had cleared the harbor and, nn- 
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der fall head of Bteam, were lioanding along 
oveT the heaving bosom of the broad Atlantic. 
After breakfast the men were called together 
for the purpose of organutation, that order and 
discipline mig^t be maintained, latioua diatrlb- 
ated, etc. I was nnanlmonsly elected oom- 
maoder of the fonr hundred, and proceeded at 
ODoe to perfect the organization by the appoint- 
meot of qaartermaster, commissary and other 
necessary staff asaistantB. At the oatset the 
officers and crew were somewhat disposed to 
exercise authority over the Confederates, bat 
they were very soon given to nnderstand that 
twenty-five Tankees, upon the high seas, and 
separated fKim the protection of their govern- 
ment, coald not control fonr hundred Confeder- 
ate T«terans, and that orders and commands 
issuing from any other loarce than their own 
chosen commander wonld be regarded as inso- 
lence and treated as such. Hence, thereafter 
the isBoanoe of orders and the administration 
of discipline were given into my hands, and I 
became oommander-in-chief of the entire expe- 
dition thence to Savannah, Georgia. We were 
eight days on " the dark, bine sea," skirting our 
eastern coast, sometimes in and sometimes ont 
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of sight of laDd, and enjoyed the trip intensely. 
Ab we roDDded Cape Hatteras, off the coaet of 
North CaroliDa, we encountered a gale on the 
night of the 36th, resnltiag in a torbnlent sea, 
in which considerable apprehension was felt on 
(he part of some of onr men for their safety. 

Many of ne slept sonndly, however, all night 
and knew nothing of the storm antil morning, 
when we awoke to find the ship rolling and 
planging in a boisterous sea. The storm had 
passed and the snn rose in nnclonded splendor; 
bat Old Ocean was fnrioas still, to have had her 
repose between sans so rathleesly disturbed 
by a miserable night sqaall. Aft«r awhile her 
wrath abated and .she sank back into her 
wonted complacency. Reveille was sounded 
and the men summoned to roll call. The ser- 
geants reported "all present or accounted for," 
except one who could not be found. It was 
then discovered, and not till then, that Thomas 
Davenport, one of my most gallant and 
esteemed sharpshooters, had been lifted from 
the deck, where be slept, by one of those im- 
mense waves which swept over the ship, and 
dashed into the depths of the sea. Poor, brave 
fellow ! he had escaped the dangers of a hundred 
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liloodj battle fields to find a watery grave, 
where his body now sleeps and shall continue 
to sleep antil summoDed to roll call on resar- 
rection mom in the coarts of glory. We 
passed In distant view of Fort Sampler on the 
38th, and resohed Savannah, Q«org^, on the 
39th. Here all were discharged except the 
South Carolina boys, who after a detention of 
one day and two nights, returned to Charles- 
ton via Hilton Head, where we arrived on the 
1st day of July. We spent the night with 
friends in the city, took the train next morning 
for Orangeburg; thence marched twenty -five 
miles to Columbia ; thence marched thirty-five 
miles to White Oak Station, ten miles above 
Winshoro ; thence by rail to Bock Hill, my 
South Carolina home, where I met in tears of 
joy, among other rejoicing friends, my own 
darling wife. Amen. 
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CHAPTER XXIII. 



PBOBUUOITOUS ANECDOTES, ETC. 



ROLL CALL. 

The ottlerly aergeant was calling th« roll. 
" Jehoehaphat Jenkins I" " Here I" promptly 
responded Jehoahaphat. " George Sqaib t" 
" Here 1" in a firm voioe reaponded the heroic 
Sqoib. "Ebenezer Headel" No answer. 
*' Ebenuzer Meade, what do yon mean by stand- 
ing there staring me in the face, and not answer- 
ing when yoxir name is called }" said the ser- 
geant impatiently. "Yon didn't call my 
name,'* gruffly answered the private. "Isn't 
year name Bbenezer Meade V " Nary time." 
" What 1b it then i" " Eben Meade." " What's 
the difference I" "A heap." " I can't see any." 
" Now, sei^ant, yonr name Is Peter Wright; 
isn't it )" " Yea." " Well, wonld yon answer 
to the name of Peternezer Wright!" "Of 
coarse not." A laugh from the company, and 
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after roll call a matnal smile between Eben aad 
Peter, at the latter'a expense, settled the matter 
in a manner satisfactory to all concerned. 

THREE DATS WITH NOTHING 
TO EAT. 
Said a hangrj Confederate to the ladj who 
met him at the door, when oat foraging one 
day : " Madam, will 70a please give me some- 
thing to eat ? I haven't had & moathfal to eat 
for three days — today, tomorrow and next day." 

FOUR YEARS TO REACH RICHMOND. 

City Point, on the Jamea river, was the land- 
ing for transports with soldiers released from 
Northern prisons on parole. One day a most 
woebegone and emaciated "Johnny" sat 
swinging his shoeless feet from a barrel, 
awaiting hia turn, when a pompons Federal 
m^or remarked, to no one in particular, " It 
isn't far to Richmond t" " Reck'n it's near nnto 
three tboaaand miles," drawled Johnny, 
weakly. ** Nonsense I yon mast be crazy I" 
replied the officer, staring. "Wal, I ent 
a-recknin' edzact," waa the slow reply; "Jest 
thonght so, kinder." "Oh, yon did I and why, 
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pray!" "'Cause it took'a yooens nigh onto 
four yean to git tfaar from WasbingtOD," was 
the settled retort. 

NEGRO FOR BREASTWORKS. 
Said a Federal soldier the other day ; "A 
Johnny Reb got away with me entirely one 
day after we captured him at Resaca. He said 
to me that they had fonnd out how to fight as 
without getting fired at in return. They simply 
stood a negro upon the breastworks and fired 
at ns from behind him. The result was that 
we did not fire back for fear of killing the 
negro." 

AN OFFICER'S WIT. 

A gallant solcUer and distingnished politi> 

cian, who commanded one of the regiments, 

perpetrated an " Irish bnll " one day, which 
the other regiments of the brigade never suf- 
fered his men to bear the last of. Having 
halted on the march, and the men not falling 
in with sufficient promptness when the order to 
move was given, the gallant colonel exclaimed ; 
" Fall in there, men 1 Fall in quickly ! If you 
doD*t fall in I'll march the regiment off and 



33^ Let^S Sharpskoottrs ; or, 

leave every man of yoH 1" At the battle of 
Wincheater, in June, 1868, this same officer 
((now a brigadier general) was very deliberately 
forming hia line of battle when the diviaion 
■commander gtew impatient and sent an aid, 
who came galloping up to the old hero to Bay, 
*' (General I (iten. -— wants to know if you are 
proposing to have dress parade down here I" 
The instant retort was, '' Go back and tell him 
yea; we are going to dress on the enemy." 
*' Dress on the enemy " at onoe became a slang 
phrase among the men, 

WIFE'S LETTER. 

Jast before the battle of the Wilderness, 
Sergt. Billy Bass received a letter from his 
wife. She said there was to be a big battle, 
and she did so mach wish to aee him before it 
was fonght. When Billy read the letter he 
said he would also like to see her before the 
battle, bnt woald a great deal rather see her 
After the battle. 

COMMISSARIES' DINNER. 
A colnmn of infantry was one day marching 
slong a dusty road under a broiling sun. Close 
by, under some trees, was discovered a claater 
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of Bl«ek oommisiuriea seated at dinner. A 
tall, raw bon«d and dost begrimed North Car- 
olinian went np to the fence and, patting fala 
ohin upon it, stared long and earnestly at the 
temptlhg table. At last, bttrstlng with envy, 
he yelled oat, " I say, misters, did any of ye 
«Ter hearn tell of the battle of Cbancellors- 
villel" 

TRUE COURAGE. 
In all ages, conrage on the battle field has 
been the tbeme of ortttors and poets, yet the 
coorage of the warrior is not only a common 
and a variable qaality, bnt has often been sar- 
passed by that displayed by women. Native 
Talor, too, is sometimes inferior to that which 
Is acquired. Frederick the Great ran like 
a coward oat of his first battle. Flying 
on the wings of fear, he went a great distance 
from the field, and, coming to one of his own 
strongholds, reported that his army was de- 
stroyed. What was his sarprise and mortifica- 
tion to learn that his men had gained a great 
rictory. He nerer forgot the lesson taught, 
and eret afterwards was conspicaoas for steady 
ooarage in action. Many instances might be 
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given of soldiers in the last war who in their 
first fight were " lily livered," bat who after- 
ward faced with danntless front the gleaming 
steel; and, on the other hand, of some who 
were lion hearted till taagbt by the pain of 
wounds the perils of a battle, and who then be- 
came notable cowards. Bravery in action, 
thongh more admired, is really not so great as 
that displayed in passive suffering. The 
woman who sticks to her post in the pestilen- 
tial chamber is far braver than Alexander 
charging at the head of his cavalry. 

ELECTION OATH. 
The following oath was administered to the 
members of a volnnteer company daring the 
war; "Ton solemnly swear to obey, fight for 
and maintain the laws of the Confederate gov- 
ernment and constitntion, and snpport John W. 
Dean for captain of thie company." Upon 
inqniry it was learned that the reason that the 
last clanse was inserted was becanee he had 
been qnite active in getting np a company be- 
fore, and when (hey elected their officers he 
was left ont ; so this time he was determined to 
make it sure. 
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CX)NFBDBRATB UNIFOEM. 
At the outbreak of the war between the- 
states, Capt. Reynolds raised a company of' 
Mississippians, and in the enthnsiasm of the- 
occasion made some raah promises to the par* 
ents of the boys. Among these was one to keep ■ 
his company well uniformed. Years passed, 
and one of the anxious fathers, visiting the- 
Army of Northern Virginia, was mortified to- 
see his boy in rags. He upbraided the captain 
for not keeping his company in uniform. The- 
captain, for a moment, was stunned, but recov- 
ered himself and cried ont : "Attention, com- 
pany I About face 1 " And as the unconfined 
rags fluttered like so many banners of poverty 
from each of "Pope's Headquarters," Capt. 
Beynolds pointed to the company and sald,^ 
" They are nni-formed, air." 

DANGEaiS OF WAR. 
One of the best companies of the Stonewalls 
brigade was composed of railroad men from^ 
Martinaburg, W. Ya. In a charge at Manaa- 
aae, the story goes, the captain offered a barrel 
of whisky to the man who first reached the- 
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gana. When the captain got there one of his 
men, already astraddle a cannon, cried oat, 
-"Don't forget that barrel, captain I " The next 
day an admirer of the hero asked him how vrar 
compared with railroading. " VTell," said he, 
~" the life of a ioldier 1b pretty roagh, bnt it has 
one adrantage over railroading." ""What is 
that?" was asked. "'Taint tiear so danger- 
-ons," said the man of the rail. 

HARDEE'S TACTICS. 
Gen. Hardee once came across a straggler 
and asked him why he did not travel faster and 
keep np with his command. The soldier 
wished, to know what in the dence he had to do 
with it. " Only that I am G«n. Hardee, the 
-commander of this department,'* was tbe reply. 
" Oh, yon wrote a book on tactics, did you * " 
" I did," satd the general. " Well," said the 
soldier, "I have been tanght, according to year 
rales, how to doable colnmn at half distance. 
Now I wish yon woald tell me how to doable 
distance on half rations." Qen. Hardee' stack 
spars to his horse and traveled on. 
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GRINDSTONE. 
The following is given by an eye witness :- 
"On JoDee'8 WestTirglnia raid, one day there 
was a fight near a country store. The bouse 
was soon abandoned by the oceapants, and 
when the eneny retired precipitately the store- 
was plandered. It was first oome, first 
served. In a twinkling the dry goods were- 
gone ; then the mob began on the misoellan- 
eoQs ardeles. My most valnable oaptore was 
a Jar of natntegs. By the time I bad thenk 
rolled ap In a table cloth the store was aboat 
empty. I saw one poor fellow enter and look 
aronnd for eometbing to steal, bnt there wafr 
nothing left bnt a pile of grindstones. Utter- 
ing a volley of oaths at his bad luck, he shoul- 
dered a grindstone and marched off triumph- 
antly." 

WHAT FIGHTING FOB. 
One day opposing pickets on the Rappaluin- 
nock agreed not to fixe. A brisk conveiaation 
arose between a Texan and an Irishnuui 00 the 
Federal side. "What are you fighting for in 
the Yankee army}" said the Texan. "I'm 
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'fightia' for thirteen dollars a month ; I belave 

yonr fightin' for eleven." 

CAPERING SIDEWAYS. 
While in Virginia I witnessed a scene be- 
tween two officers of my regiment — one a liea- 
'tenant colonel, the other the a^Jataot — which, 
'if rather disgracefal for "officera andgentle- 
■men," was redeemed somewhat by a little witty 
vpassage or two which ocoarred. Both were 
slightly " elevated," the acyntant being Id fact 
4n that state to which a stronger term woald 
-have been applied had he been a simple pri- 
"vate ; for, " what in the captain's bat a choleric 
word, in the soldier Is rank blasphemy." The 
Ksolonel had mounted his horse and the acyn- 
tant made a scrambling effort to get ap along- 
side of him. "Hold on," says the colonel, 
"don't yon see that markT' pointing to the 
" C. 8." brand on his horse. " Tes," says the ad- 
. j atant. '* What mark is that anyhow ? What's 
them letters stand for, knmel f * Cat with sa- 
bre V ** " No," replied the colonel, " that means 
'* carry single.' " Somebody assisted the a^ja- 
-tant on his own steed, which, when he had 
•moanted, became very restive and shied about, 
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owing to the rider's aosteady managemeat. 
"Say, komel; see that mark on niy horse t 
Know what it means \ That means ' caper side- 
ways.' " 

THEIR TWO QIRL8 MARRIED. 
In the old first in 1861 two of the boys, whom 
we will call A and B, had left sweethearts in 
Richmond. One of them soon forgot the sol- 
dier boy who had left her behind, and married 
a gentleman named Point. At this time B was 
much pleased and joked A terribly. All day 
long he wonld ask him " if he could see the 
point!" etc. Soon after this B's sweetheart, 
whose name was Hart, forgot the vows she had 
made, and got married also. This was A's 
sweet revenge, and he gave B no peace by con- 
stantly asking him, "What hnrt him? where 
was he hnrt % " etc. It was a case of diamond 
cat diamond. 

CARRIED TO THE REAR. 

It was at the second day's battle of Ball Ran 

that a cannon ball carried off a poor soldier's 

leg. " Carry me to the rear 1" he cried to a tall 

companion who had been fighting by his side ; 
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i ^ ^^ " ni7 leg is shot offl" The comrade caught the 

.^ o ^01111^^^ soldier up, and as he was aboat to 

i '^. . ^ pat him across his shonlder another cannoD 

\. ball carried away the poor fellow's head. Hia 

'^X friend, however, in the confnslon did not notice 

'^''- , this, hnt prooeeded with his harden to the rear. 

r^ '>'. »^ "What are yon oarrjing that thing fori" cried 

i ^ - , an officer. '* Thing I" laid he ; " it's a man 

; ^. "^"^ with his leg shot off." " Why, he hasn't any 

^ ' r; ,- head," cried the officer. The soldier looked at 

ft. 

his load, and for the first time saw tliat what 

the officer sud was trae. Throwing down the 

body, he thaadered oat, " Confound him I he 

told me it waa his leg." 

JACKSOU'S ORDER. 
In the war batween the states, Stonewall 
Jackson ordered one of his colonels to attack 
a certain strong position. The colonel hesi- 
tated, and at last went to Gen. Jaekson to ex- 
postalate. " General," said he, " to attack that 
position is madness ; my regiment will be ex- 
terminated." "Colonel," said the commander, 
"do yonr daty; I have nade every arrange- 
ment to care for the wounded and to bury the 
dead." 
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MAGRUDBR'S DINNER. 

On the Peninsala, the gallant and J0II7 gen- 
eral, 5. Bankbead Magmder, had ordered a din- 
ner for himself and staff. A hungry reb — and 
who ever saw one that was not hungry ? — came 
np to the farm house, espied the nicely filled 
table, and without leave or license sat down 
and began to annihilate things. Just then the 
general and fHends walked in, escorted by the 
host. All were surprised. " Hello I " said the 
fiery Magrnder, in terms more explicit than po- 
lite ; " do you know whose table this is yon are 
eating at i " "No, sir," said Johnny Reb, with 
his mouth full; "whose is it J" "G«n. Ma- 
gruder's, sir ; the commander of this depart- 
ment." " All right, general" — with another big 
mouthful; — "these war times I ain't particu- 
lar where I eat or who I eat with ; sit down and 
make yourself at home." The foraging pri- 
vate was uaceremoniously fired out, but not 
before he had gotten outside of a pretty square 
meal. 

PRAYERS AND WHISKY. 

When Gen. Gordon was about to lead an at- 
tack at Petersburg, he and Gen. Heth with some 
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Others went into a little school room on the lines 
to pray. Sol Helh. the general's brother and 
adjatani general, who was always on the look- 
oat Tor something to drink, was standing a lit- 
tle way off, and Heory Peyton, one of Geo. 
Lee's staff, beckoned him to come to the honae 
and join them. Sol did not anderstand the ob- 
ject, bat totally miscoastrtiing it, held np his 
canteen, and shaking it, said, "No, I thank 
you; I have just got hold of some." 

STONEWALL'S BRIDGE. 
Dtiring Jackson's brilliant campaign in the 
Shenandoah Valley, it became necessary that a 
bridge over a small creek should be boilt in 
great haste. One evening Jackson sent for his 
old pioneer captain, Myers, and pointed oat to 
him the urgency of the occasion, saying that he 
woald send him the plans of his colonel of en- 
gineers as sooD as it was done. Next morning 
Jackson rode down to Capt. Myers's qnarters, 
and saluting the veteran, said, *' Captain, did 

yon get the plan of the bridge from Col. f " 

" Well," said the captain, " the bridge, general, 
is boilt, bat I don't know whether \hi picture 
is done or not." 
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FLAG AND WHISKY RECAPTURED. 
One of the Alabama regiments was fiercely 
attacked by a whole brigade in one of the 
battles in front of Richmond. The Alabamians, 
unable to withstand aach great odds, were com- 
pelled to fall back about thirty or forty yards, 
losing, to the utter mortification of officers and 
men, their flag, which remained in the hands of 
the enemy. Suddenly a tall Alabamian, a pri- 
vate in the color company, rasbed from the 
ranks across the vacant ground, attacked a 
squad of Yankees who had possession of the 
flag with his munket, felled several to the 
ground, snatched the flag from them and re 
turned safely back to his regiment. The bold 
fellow was of course immediately surrounded 
by his jubilant comrades and greatly praised 
for his gallantry. His captain appointed him 
to a sergeantoy on the spot, but the hero cut 
everything short by the reply: "Oh, never 
mind, captain ! Say no more about it. I 
dropped my whisky flask among those Yan- 
kees and went to fetch it back, and I thought 
I might just as well bring the flag along." 
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BUNCE'S COFPm. 
An amnBing thing occurred in the twelfth 
Tennessee. Od one occasion a soldier, in pass- 
ing to the lower part of the encampment, saw 
two others of hie company making a rnde 
cofBn. He inquired who It was for. " Johnny 
Bance," said the others. " Why," replied he, 
"Johnny is not dead yet. It is too bad to 
make a man's coffin when yon don't know if 
he's going to die or not." " Don't troable 
yourself," replied the others ; " Dr. Coe told qb 
to make his coffin, and I gaess he knows what 
he gave bim." 

ASKING FOR PARDON. 
Many amasing incidents might be reported 
of pardon seekers at the White House. Mr. 
Hiiliard, of Georgia, former minister to Bel- 
ginm, roshed up to President Lincoln, seized 
his hand, and hoped his pardon voold not be 
delayed. The President qoieily remarked to 
the ex-reverend gentleman that "hope is the 
reward of the righteoos," and voachsafed no 
other reply. On another occasion a Confeder- 
ate of some notoriety raised qnite a laogb by 
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aajing, " I thank you, Mr. President, for my 
pardon ; I am now a good Union man — am em- 
phatically one of yon -, bat didn't Stonewall 
Jackson give as h — 1 in the valley." 

PEACE OR WAR. 
Some people cry " Peace, peace," while there 
is no peace. Let aa cry " War, war," while 
there is war. While yon are crying " War, 
war," George, yoar old brandy scorched stomach 
ia crying " War-ter !" — Rebel. 

PRYINQ PAN. 
A soldier being on picket reserve, went to a 
farm honee, as he eaid, to borrow a frying pan, 
bat for what pnrpose none conld imagine, aa 
there was nothing to fry. However, he went 
to the honae and knocked at the door, which 
was opened by a lady who asked what he 
wished. " Madam, conld yon lend me a fry- 
ing pan % I belong to the picket down here." 
" Yes, sir ;" and forthwith came the pan. He 
took it, looked at it, tnrned it over, and looked 
again and again at it and in it, as if not certain 
it was clean. "Well, air," said the lady, "can 
I do anything more for youP "Could— could 
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— coald you lend me a piece of meat to fry in 
it, ma'am?" and be laughed in spite of himself. 
He got the meat. 

LAYOUT AND SHEBANG. 
It will be temembered that a curiorts habit 
prevailed among the soldiera in the latter part 
of the war, of designating their respective com- 
panies and battalions by the queer names of 
" outfit " and " layout," while they would call 
a brigade a " shebang." The story goes that 
G«n. Polignac, the noble Frenchman who bo 
generously espoused the cause of the South 
and served her with distinguished bravery to 
the last, was once accosted by a bright eyed 
Creole boy, who announced to the general that 
he had just returned from a furlough and 
wished to know where he could find Col. 
Censir's "layout." "Col. Ceusir's whdt?" 
shouted the general, his eyes bulging with 
astonishment. "Col. Ceusir's 'layout,'" re- 
peated the lad ; " it belongs to your ' shebang.' " 
" Well, I hope to land in h— 1," ejaculated Po- 
lignac, who when excited sometimes became 
profane; "if I know what ze little diable 
mean! I have been educate all my life in ze 
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armee. I have hear of ze campaignie, ze bat- 
talion, ze brif^ade and ze diviaion ; but I agree 
to be hanged if I ever hear of ze ' layoat ' or 
ze 'shebang' before!" 

HUDDLK, DARN YE. 
Immediately after the ordinance of secession 
had been passed, and it became apparent that 
there vroald Ise war, the attention of the Sonth- 
ern youth was directed almost exclusively to 
Hardee's tactics, and especially the drill of the 
company. A military company was organized 
in nearly every neighborhood all over the coon- 
try, and the rivalry between them, ae well as 
the interest elicited from their civilian friends 
and admirers, was immense. There was a very 
fine company organized in Memphis, which ac- 
quired a wide reputation for excellence in all 
the evolutions. It was commanded by a Mexi- 
can veteran who was a master of tactics and a 
martinet in drill. Every afternoon a throng of 
people would resort to the large vacant lot 
where this company was receiving instruction, 
to witness and applaud its performances. On 
one occasion, when an anusoally large and ap- 
preciative crowd was collected, and many ladies 
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present, the captaio became so eathased that, 
after ezhaasting every recogaized moTement, 
be be^aD to extemporize, and ahoated oat the 
command, " Company, right and leftobliqae; 
march 1 " The men gallantly essayed to obey 
the order, and diverging from the center toward 
the flanks, scattered widely. The captain 
racked his brain for a proper command to bring 
them together again, bnt the tactics provided 
no formula for snch a dilemma. At length, 
when the boys had become strong oat like a 
flock of wild pigeons and seemed aboat to sep- 
arate forever, he yelled ont, in desperation, 
" Haddle, gol darn ye ! " 

C0N8ECATED 'TATERS. 
While the Confederate army occnpied Bowl- 
ing Creen, the Kentucky regiment was 

encamped some two miles below town at Ennis 
&, Dishman'a mills, and while there one M. W. 
wae detailed to go to the regimental commis- 
sary to assist in bringing rations for the com- 
pany, and among his stores was a camp kettle 
of nice potatoes, not down on the requisition. 
Upon being asked where he got them, he said, 
In his natural, peculiar way, " I went to the 
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■coniersary to draw some Viaiooe, and seeia' 
these 'taten, I oonsecated them." M. W. was, 
howerer, a good and gallant soldier, and could 
somehow manage to have a orosscnt saw, maal 
and two wedges, and occasionally a frow car- 
ried, which were very nsefal in camp. He also 
'Carried, mostly himself, a four gallon Jag, to 
bring water to the ditches, during the long re- 
treat from Dalton to Atlanta. Adjutant Bu- 
chanan ased to say he carried a sledge hammer 
and anvil in his knapsack. 

OLD HUNTER'S TOAST. 

Old Hunter was deaf as a post, and through 
his deafness and his shrewdness he managed 
to hide his sympathy for either Federal or 
Confederate. On one occasion a party drink- 
ing in his store, to test the old man's deafness, 
proposed the following toast: "Here's to old 
Hunter, the two sided old villain ; may he be 
kicked to death by mules, and his body sank 
in the sea a hundred fathoms deep. May no 
prayer be said over him, and his blind soal 
wander rayless through all eternity." The 
toast was drunk in great glee, in which the old 
man joined. " The same to yourselves, gentle- 
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men," said he ; " the same to yourselves." Of 

coarse, he had not heard a woM that was said. 

HOME GUARDS BURNED. 
During the retreat of the Confederates 
through South Carolina, at the time of Sher- 
man's advance, Sergt. McD of western 

North Carolina was sent on detail to the town 

of M , where a regiment of borne guards 

was stationed. These valorous heroes, seeing 
a soldier from the front, gathered around him, 
eagerly inquiring the news. "News!" says 
Mac, solemnly. " I believe there is none. Yes, 
there is a little, too, but it's not of much im- 
portance. Old Hardee burned up a regiment 
of home guards at Florence the other day, to 
keep them from falling into the hands of the 
enemy." No more cLuestions were asked. 

PROUD FLESH ON A HORSE'S BACK. 

One day when the Army of Tennessee was 
on the move, the infantry column was halted 
and opened ranks to let the cavalry pass to the 
front. A yoang chaplain, fall of conceit as well 
as consecration, came riding along on a good 
horse, with a high head and diked out in a 
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new uniform, attracting the attention and ex- 
citing the ridicale of an infantryman, who, 
taming to one of his comrades, exclaimed, 
" Say, Tom, have yon any borax or burnt alum 
in your pocket?" "No," said the other; 
" what do you want with it ? " "I want to take 
the proud flesh off of that horse's back." 

THE OTHER CHAP. 
An Irishman was mortally wounded in one 
of the battles in front of Petersburg, and a 
Catholic priest was called in to counsel and 
comfort him in his last hours. But Pat did not 
seem to comprehend the meaning or force of 
the conversation of the man of God, and paid 
little attention to it. At last the priest, in 
deep concern for the dying soldier, said, " Pat, 
are you not afraid to meet your God, in your 
present regardless condition ! " " No, indade," 
exclaimed Pat; " it's the other chap I'm afraid 
of." 

PEED HIM. 
A straggling Yankee soldier was in a sqnad 
that was captured and passed before Gen. Paul 
J. Semmes. One of the men remarked that this 
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priaoner wju hnngry. "Feed him,*' said G«a. 
-SemiDM. " Shoot *etn in the line, but feed *eai 
on tbi« side of it." 

STONEWAIiL JACKSON. 

lO>rS<iHc4C 



All d»j the stmgrg'le bad progressed between opposing' 

foes. 
And oft tbe brazen bogle's blast abore the dio arose. 
In raliant charge and coDntercbarge across the smoking 

iriain 
The; grappled in a fierce embrace, regardless of the slain. 
Till night her friendlj mantle drew above the shattered 

lines, 
And her refreshing breezes blew among the fragrant 

pines. 

But not content to wait the dawn in perfecting his plans. 
Our tireless chief tain's eager eye the foe's position Bcana. 
With tnit a slender body guard out to the front he passed. 
To find a salient where bis troops in silence conld be 

massed. 
From his completed tasli he turns his charger to tbe rear. 
To gain the shelter of his camp, nor dreams of danger 



Mistaken in the deep'ning gloom for an advancing foe, 
A bullet from bis own command laid tbe great leader low. 
A thousand soldiers of his corps would thankfullj have 

shared 
Their foeman's graves, if in their stead their idol's life 

Ah 1 when that fatal volley rang out on the evening air, 
Mars placed a wreath on Jackson's brow, and Clio leaves 
it tbere. 
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CAROLINA— 1866. 

(Oni Own DullDS CuDilDi.) 

Pale, fainting from the battle field, 

Carolina leaned on dented abield. 

Her broken sword and shivered spear 

She laid aside to wipe a tear. 

Sob choked, I heard her feebl; say : 

" Mr sons 1 My sons 1 — Oh, where are they 7" 

The evening- breese, soft whispering, aighedv 

" On Freedom's battle ground they died ; 

Fame's londest tmmp shall proudly tell, 

How bravely fonght— how nobly fell." 

Loyal, true hearted men were they ; 

They songht no portion in the fray; 

But Snnny South they could not see 

Bow down to Northern tyranny. 



BIVOUAC OP THE DEAD. 

The muffled drum's sad roll has beat 

The soldier's last tattoo ; 
No more on life's parade shall meet 

That brave and fallen few. 
On Fame's eternal camping ground 

Their silent tents are spread. 
And glory guards with solemn round 

The bivouac of the dead. 

No rumor of the foe's advance 

Now sweeps upon the wind ; 
No troubled thoughts of midnight haunt 

Of loved ones left behind; 
No vision of the morrow's strife 

The warrior's dream alarms ; 
Nor braying horn, nor screaming fife 

At dawn shall call to arms. 
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Their shivered swords are red with rust. 

Their plumed hea.ds are bowed ; 
Their haughty banner, trailed in dust. 

Ib now their martial shroud. 
And plenteous funeral tears have washed 

The red stains from each brow; 
And the proud forms, by battle gashed. 

Are freed from anguish now. 

The neighinj; troop, the flashing blade. 

The bug-le's stirring blast. 
The charge, the dreadful cannonade. 

The din and shout are past. 
Nor war'B wild note, nor glory's peal. 

Shall thrill with fierce delight 
Those breasts that never more may feel 

The rapture of the fight. 
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CHAPTER XXIV. 



A story of Miasisaippi sharpshooters, by 
their commander, Capt. Robert F. AVard, inter- 
polated by an exhaustive description of the 
battles of the Wilderness and Spottsylvania 
court house by the correspondent of the Lon- 
don Morning Herald, and published in the 
Richmond Daily Enquirer immediately after 
the battles in 1864, is here inserted, and is as 
follows : 

Marion, Ark., December 30, 1898. 
Maj. W. S. Dumlop, Little Rock, Ark. 

Deas Cohbadb: Your having asked me to 
contribute a sketch of the operations of the 
company of Lee'a sharpshooters which I had 
Che honor to command, it affords me mach 
pleasure to comply with your rec[uest, and the 
more so becanse you grant the esteemed priv- 
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ilege of incorporating in my oontribation the- 
letters of the correapoDdeiit of the London 
Morning Herald, cantaining an acconnt of the 
battles of the Wilderness and of SpottsyWania^ 
as witnessed by the correspondent with Gea^ 
Ijee, and as he learned the facts from other 
general officers. The letters appeared in th& 
Richmond Enquirer, in May, 1864, and the pa- 
pers containing them have been in my posses- 
sion ever since, and so far as I know have never 
been republished in any form. 

I have desired ever since the close of the con- 
flict between the Federal and Confederate 
armies, that I might enjoy the privilege of 
making a statement for publication of a part of 
what came under my observation, especially 
during the campaign of the 'Wilderness, which, 
as historically known, embraces the battles at 
the Wilderness, Spottsylrania and second Cold 
Harbor, from the 3d of May to the 8d of June,. 
1864, one month. The company of sharpshoot- 
ers which I commanded covered the front of the 
forty-second Mississippi regiment, of Davis's 
brigade, which was in Heth's division, A. P.. 
Hill's corps, and protected the flanks exposed 
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to the enemy whon moving in line of battle to 
the right or left. 

Early in April, 1864, while Oen. Lee's army 
was encamped along the Rapldan, near Oranf^e 
coart hoQse, I was notified by Col.Feeney, of 
the forty-second Miaaisaippi regiment, that I 
had been selected by Qrvn. Davis and himself 
to command the sharpahooters of that regi- 
ment; that the company was to be composed 
of select men from the varioas companies of 
tbe regiment, one sharpshooter for every ten 
men present for dnty ; tbat they were to be re- 
lieved from all camp dnty, guard daty and 
fatigne service of any kind ; tbat they were to 
be drilled six hoars a day in akirmish drill 
and in the estimation of distances, antil the 
opening of the approaching campaign. 

I had entered the army from Senatobia, 
Miss., at the age of nineteen years, with tlie 
first regiment that left the state, March 37, 
1861, the ninth Mississippi regiment, Col. 
Chalmera commanding. We were stationed at 
Pensacola, Florida, with Gen. Bragg, nnder 
whose strict discipline and continuoas drill for 
nearly twelve months we were thoroaghly sea- 
soned and ready for business before re-enlist- 
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ing in the fortj-secoDd Mississippi regiment, 
nnder Col. Hagh R. Miller. Col. Feeney was at 
the close of our first year's service a first lieu- 
tenant of Company I, ninth Mississippi, while I 
was orderly, or first sergeant, of the same com- 
pany. 

He had doubtless observed then my fondness 
for skirmish drill, and after re-enlistment in 
the forty-second Mississippi we had been tent 
mates and he was to me as an older brother ; 
hence the appointment. In the further execu- 
tion of the order of Gen. Lee as to the organi- 
zation of sharpshooters, on the day of my ap- 
pointment Col. Feeney directed the selection of 
the men to be made at once, and the regiment 
was called ont in company quarters ; and after 
the object of the organization was explained, 
volunteers were called for, and of the two hun- 
dred and forty men present for duty ninety 
men stepped forward, thereby announcing their 
desire to become sharpshooters, and ont of this 
number we selected twenty-four men, as 
follows : 

Company B — J. Q. Coppidge, J. S. Moore, J. 
A. Moore, S. H. Leonard, De Soto county, Mis- 
sissippi. 
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Company (}— W. Hardin, Stroup, Cal- 
houn coaoty, MiBsissippi. 

Company F — M. AuBtin, Davie, 

Hoaae, Calhonn coanty, Mississippi. 

Company H — J. T. Sannderson, Joslina Smith, 
Yalaboosba county, Mississippi. 

Company I — Tobe Harmon, Lee Campbell, 
Hab Campbell, Panola county, Mississippi. 

Company A — Steve Lancaster, Mark Camp- 
bell, Carroll coanty, Missisaippi. 

Company — Brit Jones, Steve Jones, J. M. 
Ham, De Soto coanty, MisBissippi. 

Company D Sowell, B. S. Strickland, 

T. M. Bvison, Dan Yocnmb, De Soto coanty, 
Mississippi. 

Company B — J. N. (Dirk) Yarborough, De 
Soto county, Missisaippi. 

No doubt the desire to avoid the various du- 
ties from which sharpshooters were to be ex- 
empt influenced many of the ninety volunteers 
to seek a change, not realizing that they were 
offering to enter the most dangerous service in- 
cident to war. The next day the drill began 
and continned from day to day, skirmishing ; 
the men seemed never to tire, the interest in- 
creased, and on the 17th of April, when I waa 
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faroialied the following instractioDS for drilliii}^ 
and teaching tistimation of dislances, great 
earnestness was manifest and the drill each 
day was gone throagh as thongb they were con- 
testing for a prize. The instractions read as 

follows : 

Hbadqdartsks Davis Brigadb, ( 
April 16, 1864. f 

In order to teacli the soldier to estimate distance 
bj the eje, he is to be iaBtmctedin the following manner: 

Men have to be placed as points for observation at the 
distance of 50. 100, ISO, 200, 300, 400, and as far as 800 
yards ; standing at their ease and remaining in an erect 
position, facing the squad to be instructed. 

These fixed points are to be thrown out in the follow- 
ing manner: The Instructor is first to select a tree, 
house or any object in the distance and align two men 
thereon 20 yards apart and facing each other, and placed 
two paces to the right or left (as he may think proper) of 
the nearest man, and in the same line another man as a 
point for covering, after which he will march a squad of 
six men formed two deep on the alignment chosen and 
halted at 50 yards distance, when No. 3 of the rear rank 
will face about and cover the two men already aligned ; 
the man 20 yards off will now be removed ; the aquad is 
then to make a half face to the right or left and march iti 
an oblique direction for a distance of 50-5-6 yards, when 
it Is again to halt and No. 3 of the front rank to face 
alKiut three-quarters to the right or left and cover diago- 
nally, moving to the right or left by the side step, as may 
be required, preserving his shoulders square to his present 
front. The squad Is to continue so to march in an oblique 
direction, leaving a man at every distance of 50-5-6 yards, 
who is to act as before detailed, until every man is placed ; 
when the points for observation are aligned diagonally 
the covering point is no longer required. It will be ob- 
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served that each man in the above formation is placed at 
a greater dlatauce from the first line marched upon in 
proportion as he is distant from the point where the sqaad 
commences its instmctiona. 

In order that each man may serve in turn as a distance 
point for the men of the part)- to malte observations on, 
an officer or non-commissioned officer aa assistant or 
squad instructor (if there is a sufficient number) is to be 
placed opposite the several poiata for observation, and 
the party formed to the left of the aquad instructor 
placed opposite the Grsti 50 yards off. 

The iDBtmctor should direct the men to notice the po- 
sition of the sun, state of the atmosphere, and the back 
ground at the time they are making their observations, 
in order that they may be accustomed to the changes 
made in the appearance of the several objects under 
their altered condition. The squad instructor opposite 
the 50 yards post is then to proceed to indicate to each 
man in succession the different parts of tbe figure, arms, 
accoutrements and dress, which can still be diatinctly 
perceived on the soldier before him, as also those parts 
which can no longer be perceived clearly at 50 yards, 
after which he will question him on tbe observations 
made, on what he can see, and enjoin him to try and im- 
press upon his mind the appearance of a man at this dis- 
tance, and pass him on to the next station. The squad in- 
structor opposite the 100 yards post ts to proceed in the 
same manner, and cause each man to make observations 
of tbe same kind as be did on the man at 50 yards, snd 
direct him to make comparisons between the two men 
placed at this and the former distance, and then pass him 
to the next squad instructor, and so continue. At all 
points of observation attention must be called to the dif- 
ference in the appearance of the men, as the distance 
increases or diminishes— at one point yon can count the 
buttons or distinguish the features, complexion, etc. The 
men who are placed as points are to be relieved by others 
wbo have made their observations at the several distances. 
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for which purpoae the sqiwd U to consist of at least 
double the nninlier of men emplojed at points. 

When the sqnad have made their otiserratianB on the 
different points, thej will proceed to estimate the dis- 
tances of men as follows : March the sqnad to a difier- 
ent liCTonnd and place a man at an nnknown distance, 
and call on the squad to estimate the distance, 
cantioning- them to rememl>er their obserrations of men 
seen at known distances, each man to t>e questioned sep- 
arately and his answer noted down in a r^;i8ter. Ever; 
man will adjnst the stg-ht of bis rifle for the distance be 
jndg-ed ; the sqoad will then pace the distance by march- 
ing towards the man judged from, to determine the dis- 
tance. After having t>een drilled four days at three han- 
dred yards (300) and under, they wUl then t>e drilled foar 
daysat 400,500 and600yards. Instructors will take special 
pains to fix in the minds of the men the obserrations 
made at different distances, and make themselres ac- 
quainted with each man's capacity for acqatring a correct 
judgment of distances. 

Regimental commanders will furnish the officer com- 
manding the company of skirmishers or sharpshooters a 
copy of these instmctions. 

By command of 

Brig. Gsn. J. R. Davis. 

H. B. ESTSfl, A. D. C. 

Col. Wh. a. Fbensv, Commanding, etc 

Od the 1st of May my last report attests the 
accDracy of their esCimatea. 

Eiach aaccessiTe day we were expecting 
marching orders and that the army would be pat 
in motion for the field of battle. MarchiDg orders 
came on the 4th, while divine service was being 

• Report omitted. 
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held on a hill Bide in the open air bj oar be- 
loved chaplain, T. D. Wilherspoon. There was 
an nnasnal solemnity pervading that audience, 
each member of which was a soldier and donbt- 
less thoaght that he might be hearing and did 
hear his last sermon; learning that hostile 
thonsands were on the move southward. A 
strange sight to see an audience saddeoly and 
silently Tanisb, but marching orders were an- 
nonnced. 

Our divisioD (Heth's) moved ftttm Orange 
court honse, east on the Fredericksbui^ plank 
road, and the forty-second MissisBippi regiment 
camped at YerdiersTille, continuing the march 
the next morning. The first guns of the enemy 
were heard on our right, aboat 9 o'clock, which 
caused a halt at short intervals. About noon 
the regiment was halted on the roadside and 
rested in place. We realized by sight and 
sOQod that the two armies were getting in posi- 
tion for battle. At the command the regiment 
came to attention and loaded, then awaited 
further orders. 

Davis's brigade in the WildernesB, be it re- 
membered, was commauded by Col. John M. 
Stone, of the second MissiBsippi regiment, the 
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brigade at that time being compuBed of the aec- 
ond, eleventh aod forty-second MisaiBsippi, 
fifty-fifth North Carolina regiments and the 
first Confederate (Florida) battalion, and was 
assigned its position in the line of battle to the 
left of the plank road. Abont 1 p. m. Col. 
Stone indicated to Col. Feeney the positioo the 
forty>BeooDd would occupy, and Col. Feeney 
proceeded to the spot with his regiment on the 
crest of a ridge, which proved to be within the 
radias of what was abont to become the storm 
center of battle, near the intersection of the 
plank road from Clermania ford with that from 
Orange conrt hoose. Heth's division, sup- 
ported by Wilcox's division, extended in full 
breast across and on both sides of the plank 
road. The storm was brewing in front, and 
away to our right the conflict was raging, the 
roar of battle approaching nearer and nearer as 
I was directed to form my company of sharp- 
shooters, who Dp to this moment had remained 
with their respective companies in the line. At 
the word they stepped out quickly in double 
rank, in front of the right wing of the regiment, 
and counted twos. I gave the order to take 
intervals on the right group, bnt the rapid ap- 
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proach of the enemy's sharpshooters caosed 
Col. Feeney to give a command sharply to take 
interrals as we advanced. This was his last 
command. We were in a forest thick with an- 
dergrowth, and the extent of vision was not 
more than eighty yards in any direction, and in 
places not thirty. The sharpshooters sprang 
forward down the slope, ascended the ridge in 
front and were halted half way np, aboat sixty 
yards from the Confederate line. The battle 
was now on between the sharpshooters of the 
opposing forces. Capt. 0*Neil, commander of 
the battalion of sharpshooters of Davis's brig- 
ade, soon approached and said, '* Lieut. Ward, 
take charge of the right wing of the battalion, 
and don't retire nntil yon can see the eDemy's 
colors." It was but a moment natil the sharp- 
shooting was terrific and I could see the ap- 
proaching dark bine line of battle. Abont this 
time my anxiety to see the " old flag" rose to 
the high water mark. 

The Federal line of battle was within sev- 
enty yards, as I thonght, when I caught sight 
of a Federal color bearer, and the folds of the 
old flag clinging close to the flagstaff. The 
flag bearer did not flaunt his banting to the 
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breeze, and showed no desire to make his col- 
ors or himself conspicaoae. Uoder the order I 
had it was not necessary that it ehoold be an- 
farled ao that I conld coant the stare and 
stripes. I was glad to see it in any shape, and 
promptly ordered a retreat. There was no 
straggling on that retreat. By bhe time we 
reached the ravine the opposing lines of battle 
had fired ; before they conld reload the sharp- 
shooters formed on the lefc of their regiment in 
a vaoanoy left in the line for them. I found 
the line of battle lying down, and discovered 
that while I was watching for the enemy's 
colors the companies of sharpshooters on my 
right and left had already retired, and this 
cansed tbe Confederates to think that the 
sharpshooters were all in, and they fired. 
If there had been no depression of snxface 
between the two lines not one of ns coald 
hare escaped death or wounds. By the 
time my sharpshooters had lain down and 
began firing in tbe line of battle there was 
one continnons an broken roar from small arms, 
and an artillery duel going on, the width of the 
plank road. An army of drummers beating 
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the long roll could not have made a more con- 
tinooas sonnd. 

The Confederate line of battle lying down,, 
when the enemy came in range the movement 
of the sharpshooters into their place in the line- 
of battle was the more conspicaoas, and mnat 
have drawn a concentration of fire from the- 
Federal line of battle, for while Company B of 
of the refpment lost ten out of twenty-four kilted* 
and wonnded daring the foar and a half hoars,- 
there were nineteen of the twenty-four sharp- 
shooters killed and wounded within the first' 
hoar of battle. They were in doable file,, 
twelve men abreast, and oocapied a space to- 
the left of their regiment of not more than fif> 
teen steps. What time my duties did not de- 
mand my presence elsewhere I made my head- 
qaarters behind a white oak sapling within a 
few feet of the sharpshooters. The sapling was 
quite large enough near the ground, but grew 
distressingly small further up, so that little- 
protection was afforded, yet it had stopped six. 
Federal bullets, the last count I made, during; 
a lull in the firing, while three balls had cub 
through my clothing. 
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Elarly in the battle Saunderaon web shot 
fatally throogh the body, and I tried to hear 
hie dying message, bat the roar of battle was 
•too great; not a syllable conld be heard, 
although I held my ear close. He was a sin- 
cere christiaD and a faithfnl soldier. Leonard 
received a ball through his thigh and Grisoo 
lost an arm. Memory fails to note the other 
-casaalties. Daring a loll in the battle our ad- 
jutant, Oliver C. Carr, approached and told me 
that Col. Feeney was killed before I had re- 
tired with the sharpshooters, that Lieat. Col. 
Nelson was wounded, also other officers, and 
suggested that I take charge of the left wiog of 
the regiment. I then directed the four or five 
sharpshooters who had sarvived to go to their 
respective companies in liae, and by the time I 
had taken position near the center of the regi- 
ment I noted the absence of Adjutant Carr 
and learut}d that be was wonnded. Very soon 
I saw that Oapt. Donaldson, of Company G, was 
the only captain present. Donaldson was 
small, red headed and florid, particnlarly so in 
battle, and poesesBed staying qaalities in bat- 
'tle worth a premiom. 
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It waa perhaps 4 o'clotik, when oar regitneDt 
had been macfa rednoed, that oar ammnnition- 
was nearly exhanated. At this period in the 
action Col. Stone was giving special attention 
to onr part of the line of battle ; he said he bad- 
sent for cartridges repeatedly, bnt the men who 
were sent were killed or wonnded. The forty- 
second bad almost ceased firing for want of 
cartridges. Col. Stone had dismoanted and 
was passing back and forth along the line see- 
ing that every man did his dnty. 

The situation bad developed a crisis. The 
Federal line became more aggressive as oars 
became weaker, bnt there was no change in. 
Col. Stone. His voice rang out firm and clear, 
as if on dress parade, without the least sign of 
agitation; his magnetic presence and his gal- 
lant bat qaiet, dignified bearing amidst the 
storm of battle was holding the weakest part 
of the line of battle steady, with empty gnns. 
I thonght then, as now, that the presence of no 
other except Gen. Lee could have held the men 
in line daring such a crisis. So long as I live 
and memory snrvives I shall never forget the- 
order Col. Stone gave. It was given in cold- 
blood, and made me chilly, and given as calmljr 
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- as if it was meaaingleea. " Lieat. Ward, a 
brigade is forming in the rear of onr line and 
will charge over 70a; follow with fixed bayo- 
nets." The words " follow " aud " fixed " were 
slightly emphasized. The regiment was 

'^qnickly informed and awaited the expected 
charge. It was a brigade of Wilcox's diTision. 
Thinned almost to a skirmish line, with empty 

. gnus and bayonets fixed, we were to rash on a 

■ Federal line ttGOi four to six men deep. It was 
only sixty or seventy yards to a band to hand 
«ncoaDter. The brigade never cba^^d over as, 

-and I have ever felt thankfal that it did not. 
^t the time we thoaght they refused to make 
the charge, and did not know antil after the 
■battle why the failnre. When yon reach the 
point in the correspondent's account where 
"Heth's division bore at first the whole brant 
of the Federal onslaagfat," read slowly until 
yoa pass where " Wilcox formed his second 
brigade in the rear of the left flank of Heth's 
division," and you will note a very good rea- 
son why the charge was made in the opposite 

■ direction from that intended. 

About dusk I could see the Federals creep- 
ing through a gap, worn through onr line by 
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Federal ballets, to the left ; and to meet that 
moTement I placed the left wing of oar regi- 
ment at right angles to the origiaal line of 
battle, behind the trank of an old tree that 
had fallen up the hiU — the regiment thus form- 
ing two sides of a sqaare, facing outward. 
Having received cartridges we continued the 
firing in both directions until about dark, when 
the re^ment assembled near the root of the 
fallen tree. The only o£Qcers present that I 
can remember were Capt. Donaldson, Lients. 
Godfrey, Uears, Wilbum and myself. We de- 
cided to remain qniet, withontfiring, and watch 
for a place to go ont. The enemy kept firing 
on three sides of the square, and we made a 
rush for the dark belt where there waa no firing, 
toward the plauk road, and went ont through 
the gap that did not appear more than thirty 
yards wide. When we reached the open road 
where it was not so dark we found Col. Stone 
mounted and looking for us. We were nerer 
80 glad to see him. We crossed into the woods 
a short distance only and halted for the night. 
It was too dark to straighten lines in a wilder- 
ness. Col. Stone directed me to post videttes. 
The detail was made and directed to take posi- 
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tion thirty or forty jarda in front. It was only 
a few momoDta before one of the videttes re- 
turned and whispered to me, "The Yankees 
are right out there." I reported to Col. Stone, 
and the reealt was that the videttes stood along 
the line over their sleeping comrades, who sank 
down on the bare earth without nnrolting their 
blankets, with their troaty rifles encircled in 
their arms, clothed and accoutred as they had 
stood in battle, expecting that they would have 
to rise at dawn fighting. 

Heth's division may have been ordered during 
the night to go to the rear as a reserve, as the cor- 
respondent states, but that part of it under com- 
mand of Col. Stone did not move until an irre- 
sistible tidal wave of retreating Confederates 
struck it as day dawned, and before Davis's 
brigade could rise and form in line it was borne 
backward amidst the struggling mass, some of 
whom were firing toward the enemy through 
their own ranks. This was the beginning of 
the straggle on the second day of the Wilder- 
ness, May 6th, on oar part of the field. 

The twenty-sixth Mississippi being a little 
farther from the stampede, formed in line and 
became partly disorganized by the wave that 
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Btrook it, bat rallied and reformed, and wa« 
immediately boTDe back iu confagion and be- 
came absorbed in the msh to the rear for » 
bnadred yards or more, when the wave strack 
a stone wall in the person of Col. Stone, where 
the force of the stampede was broken and con- 
fidence mnch restored by the well known voice 
of command which rose above the tnmnlt as 
clear and calm as on the day before, " Steady, 
men I steady! form on your colors." He 
drifted with the tide a short distance and the 
brigade came to a halt. The appearance of 
Col. Stone on his battle horse, as he rode from 
color bearer to color bearer, locating them on a 
line and calling on the men to form on their re- 
spective regimental colors, has never been 
efTaced from my memory. 

It was bat a few moments nntil Davis's 
brigade was once more in line ready for action, 
and covered in front by a line of sharpshooters, 
a majority of whom were new men. The Fed- 
eral sharpshooters had not ceased firing daring 
the reformation of the brigade. We advanced 
npon them only a short distance nntil we 
reached a line of Federal dead and wonnded. 
When onr sharpshooters began to reply spirit- 
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-edly to the Federal sharpshooters, shot for shot, 
Col. Stone directed me to try to stop the sharp- 
shooting, and at the commaad the Confederates 
«eased firing; but the enemy did not recognize 
the truce, bat coDtinued to fire. I called on our 
'Sharpshooters to lay down their arms and 
place a wounded Federal on the Federal side 
■of the respective trees behind which had stood 
-a Confederate sharpshooter. We selected those 
who were the moat slightly wounded and laid 
them at the roots of the trees. They plead 
against the experiment, as inhnman, but we re- 
plied that their own men would certaialy not 
fire on them, and that the object in riew was to 
stop the firing. When Sergt. Perry, of the one 
hundred and twenty-fifth Xew York regiment, 
was laid at the root of a tree, he asked me if I 
knew Col. Reynolds of the twenty-sixth Misais> 
eippi. I told 'him I did. He requested to be 
sent to him, which reqaeat was granted, and as 
he was being borne back within the Confeder- 
ate lines he offered me his watch, which I de- 
clined, and told him that he might need it, or 
the value of it, In prison ; he then desired to 
present me his testament; this I accepted, and 
it is still in my possession as a soureuir of the 
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battle of the WilderneBB, aod a beautiful vol- 
Qme. The Federal sbarpahooters aeemed to 
hare understood at once the object, and ceaaed 
firing, and not a single man was wounded aft- 
eTwards, while in that position. After the bat- 
tle it was asserted by those who followed Col. 
Stone, that he fought the battle " on his own 
hook;" not being able to commanicate with 
either Generals Heth, Hill or Lee, he struck the 
enemy when and where he thought the brigade 
could be made most efficient. I never heard the 
asaertion denied, and so far as my observation 
extended, there were no conriers nor aids car- 
rjing orders to or from him, and he was rarely 
out of sight. Reinforcements having arrived 
and formed, aided in checking the stampede. A 
charge was made, and as the line swept by 
Davis's brigade joined in and the enemy was 
borne back across and far beyond the road 
from Oennania ford. The field was strewn 
with knapsacks, small arms, etc. In this charge 
two men of the aharpabootera were wounded — 
J. S. Moore received a scalp wound, and J. A. 
Moore waa partially paralyzed by the explo- 
sion of a shell. After this there waa a lull in 
the firing and Davis's brigade was not engaged 
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for an honr or bo, when Col. Stone moved to 
another point on the field, bat not in connection 
with other troops. The brigade was resting in 
plaoe, when to onr left firing b^an ; and the 
Federal officers conld be heard distinctly urg- 
ing their men forward, begging, pleading 
and threatening, trying to make their men 
ehat:ge. Col. Stone started ott in that direction, 
and in a few momenta returned and commanded 
the brigade to face aboot ; directed the sharp* 
shooters to form on the left of the brigade and 
deploy ; this done, he commanded the whole to 
wheel to the right, and when the brigade swung 
aronnd sufficiently to face the object of attack, 
he ordered a charge and led it himself. The 
tamnlt was silenced at once and the enemy 
routed, and a dead calm ensued. This is the 
movement, I think, which was referred to when 
the correspondent mentions the critical position 
of Gl«n. Perrin, "when Davis's fine brigade of 
Mississippians came sweeping ap to complete, 
by connecting with Harris's right, the protection 
of the whole transverse front, Harris and Davis 
having thus saved by a timely movement the 
three brigades on the left, the artillery trains, 
etc., on that highway, and the line of the 
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plank road." Immediately after this charg« 
Col. Stone moved the briKade two or three ban- 
died yards to the left behind a log breastwork 
and closed a gap in the Confederate line of bat- 
tle, and ordered the Bharpshooters forward. 
We took position in a thicket forty or fifty 
yarda in front of the brigade, and in a abort 
while bad to retire under a terrible fire from a 
Federal line of battle. This was within two 
honxB of sanset, and the battle raged until dark, 
bat the brigade repulsed the enemy. I remem 
ber distinctly that the sun seemed to stand 
still, as if a Joshoa had commanded it, as of 
old. Oar chief desiie was for sadden and 
thick darkness. At the point where I crossed 
the log works there was not sufficient room, and 
I took refuge behind a sapling which forked 
about eighteen inches from the ground, in rear 
a few feet, but the hill rose above the works 
and I was exposed to sharpshooters. The Fed- 
eral sharpahooterB here taught us a lesson, by 
firing obliquely up and down the line, away to 
the left or right, instead of firing straight to 
the front, and in this way they killed Lieut. 
Col. Boone of the twenty-sixth Mississippi, 
also Lieat. Godfrey to my left. Capt. Donald- 
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SOD was down the bill to my right, aod not bo 
mach exposed, behind a large tree. He aac- 
ceeded in keeping his head against the tree, or 
near it, bat the Federal sharpshooters kept bis 
body in motion from right to left ; a ball ^m 
the right wonld move him to the left, and vice 
versa, bnt Donaldson smiled all the same, see- 
ing that I and others were kept on the move, 
likewise. Col. Stone was sitting on the ground 
abont twenty steps in the rear of Donaldson, 
holding his horse, in open woods. I approached 
him the second time before I got his consent to 
move Lieot. Qodflrey to the rear; he refused, 
saying the litter bearers woald be killed, and to 
wait till dark. Lieut. Oodfrey was the last of 
four young men of Company B who were orig- 
inally from G-reenville, S. C. Lieut. Ben F. 
Wham and Sergt. John G. Wham were killed 
at Gettysburg, and John Scott wounded and 
afterwards discharged. Daring the two days' 
battle we were all the time in the wilderness ; 
there was no opening in sight of our brigade. 
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BATTLE OF THE WILDERNESS. 

[Correspondetice of the London Herald, May 18, 1864.) 

The works occupied by Lee's army on the 
Rapidan extended on the right three miles be- 
low Racoon ford. Bwell's corps and Hill's lay 
behind those defenses, and stretched out on 
each side of Orange coart honae, along a line 
of twenty miles. Longstreet having returned 
some time ago from Eastern Tennessee, occu- 
pied the country aronnd QordonsTille, thirteen 
miles southwest of the position on the Rapidan. 
Saoh had been the disposition of the Army of 
Northern Vir^nia daring the latter part of 
April. 

3rant having declined to assail Lee's ftvnt, 
determined to tnrn it by a movement on thai 
officer's right. He marched eastwardly from his 
cantonments in the county of Culpepper, and 
having reached the river seven miles lower 
down at Qermania ford, and also seven miles 
still lower down at Ely's ford, crossed the Rap- 
idan. The campaign in Northern Virginia, 
firanght as it is with the fate of the Confederate 
States and of the United States, took thus its 
initial form on the Srd of May. 
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From Orange court boaa« two roads— the 
tQFDpike and the plank road — run on a line 
somevhat north of east to Fredericksbnrg. 
These two rontes are in general parallel. The 
plank road coDsists of one track of worn plank- 
ing and another of earth ; its coarse, very ir- 
regalar, Tibrates in and oat on the south side 
of the generally straight line known as the 
turnpike. A plank way rans &om Calpepper 
court house to GJennania ford; eztending 
sontheasterly, it crosaes the turnpike, and after 
a roate of four or five miles beyond that, termi- 
nates on the Orange and Fredericksborg plank 
road. Besides these main linea several others 
traverse the country aronnd the battle field of 
the WildemesB — eome pursuing a courae paral- 
lel with these, some crossing tliem more or less 
traasversely. 

Grant's columns advanced from the Bapidan 
on the 3rd of May. That which marched from 
Ely's ford followed an earthen way leading to 
the junction of the Orange and Fredericksburg 
plank road with the plank road eztending from 
Culpepper court house by way of Q«rmania 
ford, while the other colnmn moved down the 
latter route to the same point. That junction 
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ODCe gained, not only had the position of Lee 
on the Bapidan been tamed, bat Beveral roads 
to Richmond would have been laid open. 

E veil's corps having been encamped on Lee's 
right, mored eastwardly on the 4th. A few of 
his brigades remained behind foi a day gaard- 
Ing some of the fords across the Rapidan. 
Johnson's division, having the advaoce, fol- 
lowed the tornpike, and encamped for the night 
within three milee of a stream flowing north- 
wardly— WilderneBS Rnn. Rodes, next in or- 
der of march, lay in his rear along the same 
ronte ; and Early, who had moved from Ewell'a 
left at Somerville ford, encamped for the night a 
little behind a place called Locust Grove. 
The second corps had thoa reached on the night 
of the 4th a position from which it stood ready 
to strike on the following morning the flank of 
Grant's column of advance. 

Johnson moved with his division at the head 
of Ewell's corps on the 6tb. Having thrown 
skirmishers oat into the woods on either side 
of the tnrnpike, he discovered those of the 
enemy aboat six o'clock in the morning. The 
musketry on each side deepening, he pressed 
forward with Gen. J. M. Jones's brigade to gain 
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a hill in hia front, and having after a brief 
straggle driven back a heavy line of sharp 
Bbooters ttom that poaition, proceeded to form 
his troops in array of battle. 

The thicket on all sides of the two armies 
esclnded the nse of artillery save only for the 
width of the tarapike. Jones's brigade had 
been formed bat a moment across that road 
when the enemy advanced in what of order is 
practicable in a tangled forest. He approached 
with a heavy line of skirmishers, followed by 
a solid column extending across the whole Con- 
federate front, fonr lines deep. Stewart's and 
Stafford's brigades proceeded to form rapidly 
on Jones's left. To gnard against the danger 
of an overlapping breadth of attack, the brig- 
ade of Gen. Walker, which having nnrsed the 
geniaa of Jackson, is known aa the *' Stone- 
wall," formed at some distance from Stafford's 
left flank, covering it by a front at right angles 
to that officer's line. Id this position the divi- 
sion of Gen. Edward Johnson, of Ewell'a corps, 
stood on the morning of the 5th to receive the 
enemy's onslanght. 

Johnson's skirmishers were driven in. Those 
of the enemy took position in the advancing 
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colnmn. The fifth corps of the Federal army, 
accompaDied by two pieces of artillery that 
came thandering along the tarapike, aaaailed 
the Confederate line at the intersectioii of that" 
road. Receiring as It advanced a terrible fusi- 
lade without any sign of wavering, the rear 
ranks preBsing forward tboBe of the front, the 
attacking maSBes delivered from a foreBt of' 
rifles a fast and forions fire upon Johnson's 
line. Closing in upon it with great spirit in' 
front and threatening to envelope it on itB- 
right, they sacceeded after a brief stmggle in- 
forcing back part of the brigade that had been* 
formed acroBB the turnpike — that of Gen. J. M. 
Jonea. Two of bis regiments — the twenty- 
first Virginia, commanded by Col. Witcher,. 
and the twenty-fifth by Col. Higginbotham — 
holding their grotind resolutely, Jonea strove- 
in desperation to rally his broken troops. . 
Threatening, entreating, shaming were of no-' 
avail in arresting their disordered fiight, and' 
as he saw his men rashing from the field in- 
hopeless confasion, he fell Itom his saddle oi 
bleeding corpse. Capt. Early, of his staff, nn- 
willing to desert him, had bat a few moments - 
previonsly wheeled his horse from its retreat,. 
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bat only to Bhare with his gallant chief while 

-iu the act the same red burial. 

Stewart moved from hia position in the line 
of battle to close the gap left in it by the brig- 
ade of Jones. As tbe Federal masses poured 
throngh, hia men rnshed forward with a cheer, 
and dririDg them back by the impetoa of hia 
■oharge, (;aptiired their gans. 

Almost simoltaneoasly with the signs of 
weakness in Jones's line Daniels's brigade of 
North Carolinians and Gordon's brigade of 
-Otforgians, both of Rodes'a division, were 
placed rapidly in line upon the right. Ordered 
immediately afterwards by Gfen. Ewell to 
-charge, Q-ordon, holdinK command of the move- 
ment, crashed throagh the enemy's first lines 
and captared as he went forward a whole regi- 
ment, men, officers and colors. Driving onward 
furiously he struck back the Federal front in 
-confusion upon its supports, and scattering 
both like leaves before a storm, forced them off 
the field in utter route for a mile and a half. 
His front thus cleared, Gordon found the en- 
emy's lines firm on both hie wings. Dividing 
his men into two bodies he formed them at 
rigtit angles to the line of his original advance ; 
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and, sending them both forward, back to back, 
took the maeses on his right and on Mb left in 
flank. Pressing on them so energetically as to- 
bare prevented their formation across either of 
his lines of movement, he swept them in disor- 
der flrom the Confederate ft*ont for a width of a 
■mile. 

At the moment of Gordon's brilliant charge- 
the enemy attacked the brigade of Gen. Staf- 
ford. A deadly conflict on that part of the- 
field raged for some time donbtftilly. The 
marksmanship of Staflbrd'a Loaisianians, how- 
ever, shot truly to the buckles of the Federal 
belts, strewing the field with death and agony. 
Reeling under its deliberate fire, the enemy 
Anally fled, marking his route with his killed 
and woanded, and adding to his other disas- 
ters the loss of six hundred prisoners. In this 
repulse, however, the Confederates have to 
mourn the loss of Brig. Gfen. Stafford. He fell 
mortally wounded. He bad been a planter of 
Louisiana, but having gone tbrongh most of 
the battles in Northern Virginia had become 
an excellent officer, and was not more beloved- 
by his men for his gentleness than he was ad- 
mired by them for his daring. 
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Soon ofter the onslaught apoD the Confeder- 
ate front, the sixth corps of the Federal army 
■advanced upon its left flank. Coming up at 
^^ight angles to the line of movement of the fifth 
«orpB, its skirmishers were enoonntered by 
-those thrown out in anticipation of attack in 
that direction from the Stonewall brigade. 
-Sedgwick, commanding this movement on 
-Johnson's flank, soon afterward threw the 
whole weight of his dense coltunu apon those 
-stoat sonls ; bat, though threatening to envel- 
ope it on the left, failed to force back the men 
~^who had learned heroic constancy from Jackson. 
Sorely pressed, however, Pegram's Yirginians 
■and Hay's Loaiaianiana deployed rapidly on 
their left. Charging immediately npon the 
J'ederal right those fresh troops drove it back. 
The fnrioas onslaaght of Hay'a men did not ex- 
pend itself antil they had forced the enemy to 
Tetreat in coofusioa for nearly a mile. In ad- 
vance of all others on that face of the attack, 
these splendid troops — the heroes you will 
■recollect of Winchester — having left nearly 
one-third of their number on the field, fell back 
with Pegram's gallant fellows to the general 
.line of battle. 
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The eoemy routed with great slaaghter from 
all points of hia advance, Ewell proceeded to 
select ground for the morrow's battle. As- 
sisted by G-en. Smith, of the eDgineera, he re- 
viewed his position, and proceeded at once to 
cover his front with a line of field works and 
an abatis of felled trees. Skii'misbing contin- 
ued murderously outside the lines ; but the bat- 
tle of the 6th of May, on Lee's left, appeared 
to have been lost and won. Immediately be- 
fore the close of the evening the skirmishers 
of Gl«n. Pegram, on Johnson's left, came run- 
ning in ; and soon afterwards his sharpshooters 
sprang back from their rifle pita in hia imme- 
diate front. A column three lines deep moved 
upon him from the depths of the forest, and, 
firing heavily aa they came on, pressed towards 
his works furiously- Hia staunch Virginiaoa, 
however, met the attack resolutely, and cov- 
ered partially by their works, hurled volley 
after volley in withering blaats, breast high, 
ioto its serried ranks. Slaughtered by this 
terrible fire, the assailants paused, reeled, fled. 
The Uoloch of the North had not, however, yet 
been aated. In five lines a column renewed 
the attack after nightfall, but did so without 
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Other result than to increase terribly the han- 
dreda of men that, dead or dying ontside the 
Confederate works, lay weltering in their gore. 
Pegram— who holds in his reins blood which a 
gallant member of his family declared to be 
thicker than water — fell in this last attack 
severely woanded. A dashing officer, this ac- 
cident is deeply regretted by his brigade, bnt I 
am happy to add is not sapposed to inTolve 
any danger of his life. The repnlse, which he 
gaided as he fell, closed the work of war for 
the day on the left, and witnessed the Confed- 
eratea atill in possesaion of their improved po- 
sition and advanced lines, flushed with 
undoubted victory. 

Hill was ordered to march on the 4th from 
Lee's left. Anderson's division having been 
left behind for the time to guard some fords in 
ita front, Heth, followed by Wilcox, moved 
eastwardly through Orange court house, along 
the Fredericksburg plank road. The diviaions 
of thoae two officers bivouacked for the night 
near a place called Verdiersville. Heth in ad- 
vance, they resumed their march on the follow- 
ing day, still pursuing the line of the plank 
way. 
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The ring of small arme on tbe right an- 
nounced Id the coaree of the morning of the 
5th a amall cavalry affair near the route of 
Hill's column. The march still, however, coa- 
tinned, Qntil it enconntered at eleven o'clock 
some dismounted cavalry ; bnt after a moment's 
paose, brnshing those from its way, still went 
forward. At one o'clock masketry was again 
heard in front; and thoagh at first tbonght to 
indicate the presence of merely a party of 
horse, proved after some skirmishing to have 
come from a large body of infantry. Kirtland's 
brigade of Heth's division deployed immedi- 
ately on both sides of the plank road, and the 
whole column proceeded to form in line of 
battle on its flanks, while the sharpshooters of 
both armies kept up in front a desultory and 
somewhat languid fire. 

Hill's advance followed, it will be recollected, 
the plank road, while Ewell's pursued the tarn- 
pike. Parallel lines in their general directions, 
these movements stood at the time of the de- 
ployment of Kirtland's brigade from three to 
fonr miles apart. The country intervening and 
round about for several miles is known as the 
"Wilderness;" and having very few clearings, 
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coDsista almost wholly of a foreat of dense nn- 
dergrowih. The enemy, apparently bewildered 
by the character of the site and of the ap- 
proaching conflict, sent oat sconts and skir- 
nilBhers la every direction from his front. 
Eight or ten of these having strayed in between 
the column of Hill and that of Ewell, came into 
an open field, in which they might have shot — 
as he sat with Gen. HiU and other officers on 
the ground — that idol of the army, Gfen. Lee. 
Tliose adventorouB bine coats finding them- 
flelves in front of two brigades of Wilcox's di- 
viaion, made a rapid retreat, ignorant, moat 
happily, that a very precioas life lay for a mo> 
ment at the mercy of their rifles. 

The interpolation of those ekirmishera be- 
tween his two colamns snggested to Gten. Lee 
the necessity of opening commanications with 
Ewell. Capt. Hotchkiss, of the engineers of 
the second corps, having come ap immediately 
afterwards, indicated the route for that pur- 
pose; and Wilcox's division, moving accord- 
ingly to the left — having captured two hundred 
of the enemy on the way — eflected after a 
march of a mile and a quarter a junction with 
Gordon's brigade on Ewell's extreme right. 
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The line of battle thus completed, extended tiom 
the right of the plank road through a enccession 
of open fields and dense forest to the left of 
the turnpike. It presented a front of six miles, 
and with Flat Creek in its rear, occupied a very 
Irregular plan along the broken slopes of a 
broad ridge that riaeH from the stream known as 
Wilderness Run. The thicket that lay along 
the whole face of the Confederate array is so 
impenetrable as to have excluded the use of 
artillery by the enemy, save only for the 
breadth of those openings where it is penetrated 
on the left by the old turnpike and on the right 
by the plank road. 

The attack on Ewell having been repulsed, 
musketry began, at half past two, to deepen in 
volume in front of Hill. Large columns of the 
enemy, enveloped in clouds of dust, were seen 
at that time moving up from the rear in the di- 
rection of the deafening fire. Possession of the 
intersection of the plank road from Germania 
ford with that from Orange court house, open- 
ing as it would a favorable line for Federal ad- 
vance southward, was shown by the enemy's 
movements to be about to become the subject 
of a bloody encounter. 
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Hetli's skirmishers were driven in abont 
3 o'clock. They were followed closely by a 
heavy colamn, that appeared to more forward 
spiritedly. Firing with great rapidity as it 
advanced, Its musketry, in the ears of a man 
approaching the field of battle, rolled through 
the depths of the forest like the roar of mighty 
waters. Resolute defeuse on the one hand, 
and on the other an attack that sought to force 
its way rather by constant pressnre than by 
dashing enterprise, the stmggle in HilPs front 
continned for two or three hoars, unbroken in 
its terrible monotony by even any distnrbance 
of the rapid regularity with which it added to 
its masses of grim death or of mortal agony. 

Heth's division bore, at first, the whole brant 
of the Federal onslaught. The heavy colnmns 
pressing so obstinately upon its front failed to 
break its heroic constancy. Thick and fast its 
men crept to the rear, bleeding, or dropped in the 
ranks, dead— bat still it gave no signs of yield- 
ing. One half its number of the morning had 
been placed htyrs de combat. The weight of the 
immense masses hurled against it havingexcited 
in Lieut. Gen. Hill some fears for its solidity, 
orders were Bent to Wilcox to come up with his 
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diviBioii from Eirell's right, at the doable qQick. 
That gallant officer arrived at 4 o'clock, while 
the roar of the rifles In front, accompanied by 
the thnnderB of fonr or five gnns on the plank 
road, declared the combat to be one of extra- 
ordinary fierceness. 

Wilcox, guided by the heaviness of the fire, 
placed his leading brigade in rear of Heth's 
center, and deployed it to the right and left of 
the plank road. The conflict soon afterwards 
deepening in that direction he next formed his 
second brigade, as it arrived apon the field, on 
the left flank; but had no sooner drawn it up 
in line of battle than it became exposed to 
musketry so completely in reverse as to have 
wonnded some of his men in the back. Chang- 
ing front instantly to the rear, and swing- 
ing round his left, he found himself coo&onted 
by a Federal line of battle. 

Reasoning from the crushing weight of mas- 
ketry in Heth's front, Wilcox drew up another 
of bis brigades in that officer's rear, on the 
right of the plank road. The hoarse roar of 
the fire extending, subsequently, in that direc- 
tion, he placed his last brigade for the protec- 
tion of that flank, in extension of Heth's array 
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OD the extreme rif^ht. Two of Wilcox's brig- 
ades lay thas in reserve in rear of ttie center, 
while another occapied each of the two flanks 
of the line of battle. 

The losses in Heth's division had become so 
heavy that Wilcox's brigades in reserve were 
moved, at about half past live, to the front. 
McGowan's Sonth Carolinians thns brought 
into action, their gallant chief, impatient of 
delay, leaped his horse over a rank that had 
lain down to let his men pass. Spurring for- 
ward, waring his sword as he went, he was 
followed by his brigade, with a cheer, and 
plunging immediately into the depths of the 
conflict drove back the enemy by his impeta- 
ons dash for several hundred yards. Wilcox, 
seeing the Federal lines on each side of the 
breadth of that charge of the fiery South Caro- 
linians stand firm, became apprehensive for 
their safety; and, ordering them at once to fall 
back, placed them in the position assigned 
them in the array of battle. The marderous 
conflict raged in fierce monotony nntil night 
closed over the Confederate line in the position 
it had originally taken. The prisoners cap- 
tnred included men from the sixth corps, the 
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second and fifth corps ; and tbis fact points to 
the 6Dppo8ition tbat the gallant divielons of 
Heth and Wilcox aotnally held at bay, from 
8 o'clock nntil half past 7, three corps of the 
Federal army. 

Eeth's divieion was ordered daring the night 
of the 6th to go to the rear as reaerve. Lane's, 
Seales's, McOowan's and Thomas's brigades, 
cODBtitutiog the division of Gen. Wilcox, oecn- 
pled the front. Vldettes were sent oat, bat 
TentDred only a short distance from the line of 
battle. The two armies lay indeed so close to 
each other tbronghont the night as to he within 
easy earshot. A small stream on the Confed- 
erate left conatitated their mntaal snpply of 
water, and was so near both that men from 
either side going to fill their canteens from it 
were often captured by some from the other. 
Col. Baldwin, of the first Massacbnsetts, regi- 
ment, more thirsty than pnident, became in 
that way a tenant of the Libby prison. 

Longstreet's corps, it will be recollected, lay 
on the 3rd thirteen miles sonthwest of the po- 
sition on the Kapidan. Ordered forward by 
Qen. Lee, it marched from tlie neighborhood of 
Oordonsville on the morning of the 4th. On 
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the morniDg of the 6th it halted within twelre 
miles of the field of battle of that day. In- 
teodiog to follow a road known as the 
Catharpeo, with a view to a movement npoa 
the rear of the enemy's left flank, it became 
necessary ander the rapid development of 
Grant's masses of attack to call it to the sup- 
port of the front. Its intrepid chief, informed 
after midnight of the danger of Hill's corps, 
was ordered to move up to the plank road with 
the view of meeting the renewal of the shock 
of the fifth upon the right. Breaking np his 
bivoaac, Longstreet commenced bis march 
aboat 3 o'clock in the morning to the field of 
battle. 

Oen. Lee, concluding reasonably that feint 
upon the left wonld occupy sofficient time to 
delay the attack upon the right until the arrival 
and deployment of Longstreet's men, regarded 
the state of things on the dawn of the 6th with- 
out alarm. Wilcox had, however, looked 
anxiously throughout the night for the coming 
of the divisions of Anderson and Field, and 
disappointed in the delay of their arrival, be- 
gan at daybreak to cover his front by an 
abatia of felled trees. The men employed for 
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that porpoBe were immediately fired npon by 
the enemy's akirmiahera, and in the next mo- 
ment mahed to their rifles before the adyance 
of an attack in heavy colamn. The Federals 
had spent the night in secnring good positiona 
for their onslaoght of the morning, and coming 
now Id great force from points threatening 
Heth's and Wilcox's envelopmeDt, forced the 
gallant divisions of those officers to waver. 
Shattered in strength by the terrible stmggle 
of the day before, and having already main- 
tained a resistance for three-qnarters of an 
hoar against nnmbers absolately crnshing, they 
finally gave way. Continning at first a deealt- 
ory fire as they retreated, the right wing sonth 
of the plank road broke into disorder and 
finally fled in confasion before the enemy's 
overwhelming colamas. 

Wilcox seeing his line^ shattered hopelessly, 
roshed back to report to Qen. Hill. The Fed- 
eralists pressed forward so vigoronsly that he 
had bnt arrived at that point when he looked 
back to behold his disordered ranks surging 
already within 160 yards of the position of 
Gen. Lee. The head of McLaw's fine division 
of Longstreet's corps came np immediately 
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under the command of Brlj;. Qen. Kershaw, and 
so outspoken was the angory of victory in its 
flashing eyes, that its appearance boand ap at 
once tlie wounded spirits of Heth and "Wilcox 
as they writhed in the presence of Cten. Lee 
under a reverse which that officer declared 
during the day had illuminated their previone 
straggle with nnflinching constancy. 

Apprehension was for a moment entertained 
that the rapid moTement aud heavy fire of the 
enemy's advance would prevent the deploy- 
ment of the approaching columns in line. 
Kershaw's own brigade of Sonth Carolinians 
and Humphrey's brigade of Mississippians, 
having the advance of Longstreet's corps, had 
the honor to be the first to form. Drawing up 
across the plank road — thus covering the trains, 
the artillery and the ahattered retreat of Heth 
and 'Wilcox— they at once checked the enemy's 
advance, in the teeth of a fire, in which they 
stood firm, as thodgh it were a storm of mere 
hail. Their resiatance it was, however, feared 
at the time conld not be maintained fur many 
minutes. Their front swept by a tempest of 
bullets, they were threatened on their right 
flank with envelopment. Their heroic firm- 
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oeBS trinmphed, bowerer, for the ring of their 
rifles had before long whirred its death rattle 
in BO many- Federal hearts that the assail- 
ants began after awhile to recoil. Other 
brigades haTiDg in the meantime begun to 
drop into line od the right, the eDemj was 
soon afterwards checked at all points, and the 
tide of battle oommenoed after a short time 
to roll slowly back. 

McLaw's division once in line, nnder Ker< 
shaw, Field's men formed on it as it came 
up. Anderson's splendid fellows, left by Gen. 
Hill to gnard furds in the rear of the march 
from the Kapidan, soon came in a mah. Com- 
mnnded by Qen. Mahone, they deployed imme- 
diately in array of battle. Breadth and weight 
thas given to Lee's front, the fortunes of the 
day quickly tnrned. The Confederate line 
moved majestically forward, and, in the teeth 
of a bloody and stubborn resistance, mowing 
down the enemy's ranks with its terrific mus- 
ketry as with the sword of the destroying an- 
gel, drove him back for nearly a mile. 

For about an hour the battle sunk into a lull 
of apparent exhaustion on both sides. The 
brigades of G. T. Anderson, of Wofford, and of 
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Uftriog formed perpendiflarij to his line, 
tb«7 stnuk it snddenlj at aboat a mke aaath 
of tbe plank road, and ^ring it bo tiae to taU 
into position in their front, drore it neariy np 
to that highway in a confused maas. The en- 
emy carrying with him the debris of this route, 
retreated to the breastworks he had thrown ap 
niitir the line of plaokiag, along which he had 
advanced from Olermania ford. 

The flanking force thus having done their 
work triumphantly, halted within a few hnn- 
di«td yards of the Orange and Fredericksborg 
plank road. Tbe Confederate line of battle on 
the left of their position, on learning of the en- 
emy's route, broke into column, and, delighted 
at the complete success of their chieftain's 
Btriitegy, moved forward amidst shouts of tri- 
umph. Longstreet rode up with hia staff to 
take his place at the bead of the advance, and 
waH received as he passed along the moving 
Hums with thunders of applaaae. Gen. Jen- 
kins, spurring to his side, grasped his hand in 
a glow of pleasure, and the whole scene was 
one of universal rejoicing. Their faces glow- 
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iog, their horses prancing, the cavalcade snr- 
Tonnding the Ueatenant general had, however, 
not passed more than a hundred yards in ad- 
vance of the coIuidq when their mood was 
sobered into profoond regret. One of the brig- 
ades of the flanking force, heated with the work 
of destmction that they bad executed so splen- 
didly, mistook the glad group of horsemen that 
came prancing along the plank road for a 
party of the flying foe. It poured into them at 
short range a deadly fire. Poor Jenkins fell 
instantly from his horse with a ballet in hia 
pulseless brain. An enthusiastic son of Sooth 
Carolina, he was beloved by his troops for hia 
fine qnalitlea as a man and an officer. Long* 
street received a ball that entered his throat 
and passed out through his right shoulder.^ 
Bleeding like an ox, he was helped from his 
horae so prostrated that fears were entertained 
of his immediate death. Major Walton, a 
gallant Mississippian on his staff, threw open 
bis vest and shirt collar, and found great relief' 
in discovering that he was mistaken in sup- 
posing that the ball had cut the carotid artery. 
Placed on a litter, the wounded general was 
removed from the field ; but feeble though he- 
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was from the loss of blood, did not fail to lift 
his hat from time to time as he passed down 
the column, in acknowledgment of its cheers of 
applaase and sympathy. 

The colnmn of advance deployed into line. 
Some of Field's and McLaw's men had already 
encoanlered and driven hack the enemy on the 
left of the plank road, when Anderson's divi- 
sion of Hill's corps was ordered to their sap- 
port. The brigade of Alabamians which had 
illaminated the name of Wilcox, having come 
np first in the order of march, was placed rap- 
idly by its chief, Gen. Perrin, ia the position 
of Law's brigade of Field's division, its right 
resting on the plank road. 

It had hardly taken its place when the enemy, 
who had been previoasly driven back in fine 
style by Law, came np again, and under a ter- 
rible fire from Perrin's rifles retreated with 
precipitation. Renewing his advance, he once 
more emerged from the forest, but contented 
himself with quick and wild firing, aa he lay 
down at a distance of a hundred and fifty yards 
from the front of the Confederate line. The 
Federal oflBcers were heard at that moment 
urging their men to rise and charge. Their left 
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preBsed up to witliin a distance of seventy-five 
yards, but the deadly mlDnie catting their 
close front into shreds, they fled after a 
Btrnggle of ten minutes in utter confusion. 
Flinging away knapsacks, carlridge boxes, 
muskets and blankets the attacking party 
seemed stricken with terror, as well it might 
have been, in a field where its dead lay so 
thickly — sometimes one upon another — aa to 
have traced out distinctiy the line of the array 
in which they stood at the moment of their 
death. 

A struggle equally sanguinary with that on 
the left of the plank road raged at the same 
time on its right. In the meantime, however, 
a force had been sent out with the design of 
taming the enemy's flank on that side. That 
movement was, however, found after a long 
march to be impracticable. Triumphant on 
both sides of the plank way, Lee decided on 
an attack in front. Perrin having just moved 
by the left flank sufficiently far to admit those 
troops between his right and the plank road, 
Benning'a brigade of Field's division, and 
Kershaw's of McLaw's division formed upon 
his right. Their line extended from the road- 
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way at right angles. Perrin and Lav, draim 
np in array of battle parallel with the road, 
lay at the moment of the adrance transrersely 
in the rear of Perrin's left Bight and left of 
the plank road the CJonfederates began to move 
forward. Kershaw, Benning and Perrin finding 
the enemy, pushed onward, freely swinging 
aronnd their left somewhat adTentnronsly into 
the nnknowD depths of the forest throngb 
which they mored. 

In the meantime Federal skirmishers spring 
from tree to tree as they came on with a heavy 
fire, drove in those of Perry and I^w. Fol- 
lowed in hot baste by a blue line of battle, the 
whole pressed back the brigades of those offi- 
cers with great spirit towards the plank road. 
Alarmed by the firing going on during that 
movement in the rear of his left, Perrin sent 
his adjatant. Cap!. Wynne, to commnnicate on 
the subject with Gen. Harris. That gallant 
fellow, seeing that no time was to be lost, msbed 
with bis impetnons Mississippians on the face 
of the advancing attack and succeeded in driv- 
ing it back handsomely for a sufficient distance 
to give protection (o the rear of Kershaw and 
Benning, Perrin — on the extreme left be it 
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recollected — stood still, exposed to imminent 
danger. Aa the whole breadth of the line from 
the plank way retired, he endeavored at the 
same time to swing back hia exposed wing, 
bat foaod it saddenly enfiladed by the fire of 
the enemy's skirmishers. His position became 
critical. Capt. Wynne led off two regiments 
from the exposed flank, and bad placed them 
in position in the rear jast as Davis's fine brig- 
ade of Mississippiana came sweeping np to 
complete, by connecting with Harris's right, 
the protection of the whole transverse front, 
Harris and Davis having thus saved, by a 
timely movement, the three brigades on the 
left, the artillery trains, etc., on that highway, 
and the line of the plank road. The enemy 
foiled in this design, felt back, after a brief en- 
counter, from the front. The symmetry of the 
Confederate line was restored anbseqaently in 
the day by the disposition of Hill's whole 
corps on Longstreet's left. 

The forward movement progressed on the 
right of the plank road while events were thus 
threatening it on the left. Longstreel's men 
on that part of the field moved forward, went 
on for some distance without finding the enemy- 



4fO Appendix. 

antil G. T. AndenoD's brigade of GeoigiaoB 
coming on, an airaj of Imttle in Federal bine 
mshed at it with mch impetnositj as to have 
become almost immediately master of the field 
works. The single line of this attack was, 
howerer, too weak to hold what it had so hand- 
somely won ; and baring been, as is too often 
the 4»se in those apparently ill advised charges 
of the Ccmfederates, unsupported, was com- 
pelled by the conceotration of a crushing 
force in Its front to retire. 

The work of war on the right was done. So 
alarming had been the aspect of the field at 
one time that, fe^ng for the constancy uf his 
troops. Gen. Lee had, as Field's division came 
nnddr fire, placed himself at the head of 
Qr^g's brigade of Te2ans. Ordering them, in 
that detoUoD #hich constitntes the great charm 
of his character, to follow him in a charge 
upon the triaihpbaat line that came sweeping 
down upon him over the dehris of Heth's and 
Wilcox's diTiSions. Longstieet protested 
against such ad eitposnre of a Hfe feo talnable. 
A grift And n%|;ed soldier of the Un% r&ifted bis 
Toio4 in deterihiiuid remonstrance; dnd was 
imttiddiately followed by the rank and file of 
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the whole brigade in positlre refusal to ad- 
vaQce until their beloved general-in-chi^f had 
gone to his proper position in the rear. Yield- 
ing to their touching solicitude, and thus ter- 
minating one of the most remarkable incidents 
in war, Gen. Lee retired ; and welt did Oregg's 
gallant fellows falfilt the promise with which 
they uiged hia withdrawal, by rushing for- 
ward, through a tempest of ballets, with a 
fury which aothing could withstand. 

All the groaod that had been lost was re- 
covered, the enemy driren, routed, into his 
entrenchments, the Confederate lines advanced 
threateningly so far as to hem him closely in ; 
and thus, almost helpless as its fortunes a.t one 
time appeared to be, the second day of the 
battle of the Wilderness terminated around 
the Southern Chx>BB of the right wing in bloody 
triumph. 

The 6th of May opened on Bwell'a front with 
Bodes's division on the right pf the turnjiike, 
Johnson's on the oUier^ side of that road, and 
Early's still further io the left. In t^9 morn- 
ing a column of attack came up in front of 
P(«ram*s brigade a,nd of part of Johnson's di- 
vision, and attempting to force its way, pressed 
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that part of the tiae heavily. Reinforced by 
a few regimenta from Gordon's brigade, the Con- 
federates with anfliaching solidity hurled the 
onslaaght back, mangled and bleeding. Again, 
however, and yet again, the obstinate masses 
renewed their advance, until the line of their 
movement, strewed thickly with evidences of 
the terrors in their way, they finally shrank 
from an encounter that had proved so die- 
aatroaa. 

The battle on the left appeared after the re- 
pulse of the morning to hang fire. Direct ad- 
vance so sternly repelled, the enemy determined 
to make a movement on Ewell's flank. Wil- 
cox's division having been withdrawn the day 
before for the support of Heth, the two wings 
of Lee*8 army continued still unconnected, and 
tbroDgh the space thus open Burnside moved a 
force at about 2 o'clock, with the view of crush- 
ing oar line from right to left. Ewell, who is 
gifted with the instincts of a military genius, 
stood, fiowever, pressed at all points. As the 
flanking force of the enemy came up, moving 
perpendicularly to Rodes's line of battle, a bat- 
talion of sharpshooters from Ramsenr's brigade 
of North Carolinians, following their bold com- 
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mander, M^or Osborae, had the aadacity to 
charge a vrhole dirision of the Federal army. 
A whole division of the Federal army advanc- 
i&g on that handfal of men, fled before 
Osborne's fellows at the top of their speed, 
leaving behind it In its flight all its knapsacks, 
and as many as fifteen hundred of its mnskets. 
Bornside's movement against Ewell and Heth 
thus defeated by an amazing boldness, a repe- 
tition of sach an enterprise was prevented by 
an immediate Junction with the line of battle 
that had Jnst been restored on the right vXng. 
The extreme left was held by the Georgians 
of Oen. Gordon. Onr line at that part of the 
field extended beyond the enemy's right fui the 
width of a brigade front. Gordon, anxious to 
employ this advantage, urged that, he be 
allowed to use it for a moment against the 
Federal flank. Swell and !E^ly, yielding to 
his repeated representations, finally gave him 
the order to move. The snn was, however, at 
that instant about to set, and but a limited 
time remained therefore for the execution of an 
enterprise so important. But Gordon's men 
moved briskly out of their works ; and forming 
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at right angles to their prerioas position, 
moved forward in line of battle, supported by 
B. D. Johnston's brigade of North Carolinians. 
In complete surprise they stmck the enemy's 
flank, aind crashing his array as they swept 
forward majestically, drove everythiiig before 
them like chaff before the wind. Brigade after 
brigade fled from the Federal works, and at- 
tem|»ting one after another to wheel aronnd 
into' line' in order to check the advance, was 
borne back nnder the rapidity of Gordon's 
movements before the seething mass that 
sHiiggled down apon it in ntter ront. 

Qbldon swept all before him for a distance 
along the enemy's line of two miles. The 
forest throogh which he advanced was so dense 
with ondergrowth that by the setting in of 
niglilfall be had become separated from his 
supports. Pegram'a brigade panaed, however, 
after nightfall apon his left. He paased before 
he liad completed a movement that, if under- 
taken earlier' in the day, wonld have completely 
Tonted at least the Federal right. The enter- 
piise, notwithstanding its incompleteness, was 
crowned with brilliant saccesB. The Confed- 
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crate tosa in that service nainbered Id killed 
and woanded bnt twenty-seven. Tq the enemy 
the resalts iovolred terrible slaughter. Foar 
hnndred Federals were bnried next day in the 
groand over which that admirable movement 
had been made. 

The fiel4 for two miles in extent was streva 
with trophiiBs flung wildly avr^y — ki>aps9Qks, 
blankets^ cartridge boxes, cooking ntenttila, 
and even Jfu^ge supplies of ab^Qdon^d ratio^B. 
The roate w^ QQ^ of iodjescnl/able i^wip- 
The ifoods in front were ^Uve vlth ipassw of 
men stru^liDg to escape ^itlk Uf^- 7^9 alxth 
corps of the Ar>vy of the ?fi\xm^ W^8 BO com- 
pletely b^pk^.!? np th^t, nnt^lile to cestOire its 
spirits, Gfot^Qii bivoiu|cl(ed fp^ tl^e night io its 
immediate fft^^t, in oDdislin^bed leposQ. A 
brilliant strqiFe thns clo8e4 oq ^fT^U's front the 
second 4fty of the battl^ of the A^ilderness in 
crowning triamph. 

Victory stpiled daring the niglil of the 6th of 
May on the warriors that lay sleeping, from 
right to left, behind Le^'s works. The lostes 
of the Confederates in killed, wounded and 
missing do not exceed for the two days six 
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tfaoassnd. The niBnlt to the eoemj la some 
parts of the field cannot be described by any 
word less forcible than masBacre. Eleven han- 
dred and twenty-five Federal dead were boned 
in front of that part of Ewell's line lying to 
the left of the tompike. Five hundred more 
were boiled on the right of that road; and, in 
addition to about a handred dead officers 
whose bodies most hare been removed, the 
nomber of corpses lying on the field within 
range of the enemy's sharpshooters is esti- 
mated at fally three handred. The Federals 
killed in the straggle on the right may there- 
fore be declaredpositirely to number as many 
as two tboasand. I have no data on which to 
estimate (he breadth of the slaughter in the 
fierce conflicts of the right ; bat from the atab- 
bomness and volume of these, feel quite confi- 
dent that they mnet have added to the slain as 
awfal an account as that rendered in front of 
Ewell. With three thousand prisoners and 
fonr thoasand dead, the usual proportion of six 
or seven to one for the wonoded would show 
that the losses of Grant in the battle of the 
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Wilderness cannot have been less than tweDt7 
tbonsand men. 

Gen. Lee, in attempting to lead Gregg's Tex- 
ans Into the Jaws of death, has given history a 
striking proof of the attachment of his troops 
to his person. The world did not, however, 
want any evidence of bis own devotion ; and 
can hardly fail to pronounce Judgment against 
his oonrse, on that occasion, as one of rash- 
ness. His exposure dnring the present cam* 
paign has been so nnnsnal, and apparently so 
unnecessary, as to have impressed his troops 
with profoand concern. The explosion of a 
shell nnder bis own horse, the killing of the 
horse of his adjutant general, Lient. Col. Tay- 
lor, and the wounding in the face of another 
officer attached to his person, Lient. Col. Mar- 
shal), have had the depressing effect of a deep 
anxiety on the morale of his army. The 
President, sharing the general apprehension in 
and out of the field for the safety of Gen. Lee, 
has, I am glad to say, written to him a touch- 
ing letter of remonstrance. The relation, pri- 
vate and public, of the two men, will no doubt 
give great weight to that protest; notwith- 
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standiog that it comes from a man who, though 
chatted in a straggle for all that is dear to a 
freeman with the fate of millions, had, ander 
an error of faia own devotion, bnt jost returned 
from alarming ejqKwore to the terrible missiles 
that screamed, and baret, and crashed in thun- 
der claps aronnd I>rewr7's Bloif. 



CHAPTER XXV. 



I4ISSI9SIFPI SPARP^HOOTBRS. 

[Continued.] 



On the 7th of May we lay on the battle field 
awaiting attack by the enemy, bat nothing 
transpired worthy of note. I)aHp|f the da^, 
and salMequently daring the campai|;n, the 
gallantly of Col. Stone was fre^aeptly men- 
tioned, and it was talked in camp that he had 
been oompllmented by Gens. Hill and ^eth in 
person. Whether or not this was ti^e is not 
fcnown bj the writer, bat it is known that he 
was entitled to compliments and promotion. It 
is stated in the "Military Annals of Missis- 
sippi," page 32, that Gen. A. P. Hill said that 
he bad earned stars as a general officer. The 
ranks of the army had been so thinned by 
casualties in battle that there was a sorplas 
of officers, which fact operated against the 
promotion of many who were deserving. 
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Col. Stone's promotioa fiiuUlj eaaie — dmiBg 
the recoostmetioo period, when Aimes, the car- 
petbag gorenior of Mi— i— ippi, was impeached, 
and be was cboeen as goremor in his stead. 
The Teteran Mississippi soldiery of the Army 
of Northeni Viiginia hare always rallied to 
the snpport of CoL Stone, and aided materially 
in electing him goremor tea the rarions terms 
be has serred the state so ahly and satis- 
bctorily. 

Oa the night of the 7th oar part of the line 
mancBuvred in getting into position from dark 
nnUl abont 11 o'clock. About that time a 
nighty cheer rose on oor right and came along 
the line to the left, and erery Confederate 
Joined in as it approached, and it passed along 
to the left nntil it passed oat of hearing. It 
was accepted as an assnrance that all was go- 
ing well on the right wing of the army. Oq 
the moraiag of the 8th (Sunday) Lee's army 
was moving by the right flank in colamn of 
fonrs towards Spottsylrania court house, and 
the Federal sharpetiooters were more aggressive 
than before, and in stronger force, masking the 
movement of the Federal army to the left. 
Tliere was a single occurrence of the day's 
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sharpshootiDg which I think worthy of men- 
tion. Early in the day the Federal sharp- 
shooters fired into Davis's brigade, and we ad- 
vanced on them withoat meeting opposition for 
some distance and came in sight of the Federal 
line of works, when appearances indicated the 
presence of the Federal sharpshooters along the 
line ; their small tents still standing. The ann- 
snal qniet that pervaded the wilderness at this 
point caused me to feel that the Federal sharp- 
shooters were awaiting oar near approach, with- 
holding their fire. I mast confess that to me 
this was a more trying ordeal than any event 
of the campaign thaa far. I felt that each 
Federal sharpshooter had selected his Confed- 
erate; that his rifle was pressed against his 
shoalder ; and that he was taking aim and had 
began pressing the trigger gently. So I or- 
dered my company to halt and assemble. I 
told them my fears, and called their attention 
to the advantage the Federals had (if there) 
behind breastworks, while we were in the open 
woods. I then told them that I wanted two 
men to go forward in advance of the main line, 
of sharpshooters to draw the fire of the enemy, . 
and called for two volunteers. Brit Jones and 
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'* Hub " Campbell stepped forward, two of the 
remaining three originallj selected and drilled. 
I directed them to go forward rapidly from tree 
to tree, and we wonld follow. 

Experienced sharpshooterB will at once rec- 
ognize what a hazardous adrance this was, for 
these two men especially. In my whole expe- 
rience as a soldier I never looked apon any with 
so mnch pride as npon Jones and Campbell. 
Jones was nearly of middle age, Campbell a 
smooth faced boy. At the command the com- 
pany, having deployed, mshed forward on the 
breastworks. The Federal sharpshooters 
waited nntil Jones and Campbell had advanced 
mthin thirty steps, when liiey fired on the 
whole line, and fled. We drove them from the 
field without the loss of a man, killed or 
wounded. By reference to a letter written f>y 
myself, dated May 20, 1864, in regard to this 
battle of the Wilderness, I find that I was on 
the battle field all day Sunday, the 8th, 
amongst the nnbtiried dead, and drove the en- 
emy's sharpshooters over two or three lines of 
Federal works. The carnage was fearfnl, and 
indescribable. The wooids were thick, yet I 
Btooii at one point and counted around me 
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fifty-fonr dead Federals. My estimate, aa I 
then recorded it, was that I saw ten or fifteen 
Federals to one Confederate dead. In thick 
groTes of saplings bnllet marks on the Federal 
side showed that they overshot the Confeder^ 
ates, a large percentage of the balls passing 
from eight to fifteen feet abore gronod. Birds,^ 
sqain^ls and pheasants were foaod killed. 

Od the morning of the dth we arrived on the. 
field of tlie liattle of JSpo^tsylvknia. Of cotirse,, 
the shsrp^&boters coVere'ct the front of the line ot 
batil^, tfttt nofbiiig occnrred to iiitj the mbiio't- 
ony tif desiilWr^ sh^rp'sbobting. The nekt; 
day, ibwfever, the tOtfi, wden Gen. Early, in 
comM£nd of Sill's cdiii^, " flanked the Federal 
flan^ertj," as yoii #111 note in the cbrrespond- 
ent's ao4!od'nt of the battle, the sharpshooters 
plajr^ a odn^lbdonajpart. The sharpshooters 
of Dais's brigilde crossed the Po on a foot log 
under Aire of the B'^fKeral sharpsl^bote'rs, 81)070 
a milt on thai Btresin. libe fear of being 
dnf^D^'d, it wounded, w^ eqnal to the fe^r ot 
bein^ buriited to diath if wonnded, while 
ch^n^ tbi^tf^t burnitig wood's in t^e wh- 
derneM, i^Were We piijBsi^d ^veral wbondea 
Co^fed^in&lte's tirtiei&iiig away uie leares arbiin^ 
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them with their ramrods to keep the adranciog 
flamee from cloaing ia on them. Having crossed 
the Po we deployed up stream along the bank 
and moved on the enemy, and drove them. 
There was no line of battle supporting ns ; onr 
deployment to the left was in extension of the 
line of battle. We captured several prisoners 
and drove the remainder off the field, when we 
halted to keep in line with the line of battle on 
our right. The Federals were fleeing across an 
open field, and the sharpshooters kept them 
moving until they passed oat of sight and 
range. Up to this moment it had been a picnic 
with QB. Bat aoon grape and canister rained 
down in onr midst. When there was a cessa- 
tion of firing, a single sharpshooter appeared 
at the farthest point on a hill in front. He 
stood in plain view, the sky being the back- 
ground to the pictnre. I called Brit Jones and 
told him to raise the thousand yard sight on 
his Enfield rifle and fire on him. He did so, 
taking rest and deliberate aim. There was no 
other firing going on. The Federal sharp- 
shooter drooped. At first we thought he had 
dodged tvQTd the noise of the passing bnllet. 
We kept our eye on the spot, and in a few mo- 
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menta bia comrades came and bore him 
from the field. It was a thoaBaad yards dis- 
tant or more, and the best shot I witnessed 
daring the var. 

We were ordered to the right several hun- 
dred yards along the line, and were directed to 
drive oBt the Federals that had collected in a 
thicket in front. It was densely thick and not 
one of them conld be seen. As we closed in on 
it a Federal captain's voice rang oat, '* Fire 
into *em, boys 1 " I presnme that the Confeder- 
ate sharpshooter who killed him instantly, 
mast have fired at the soand of his voice. He 
was directly in my front, and as I advanced I 
foand his sword, and then the scabbard, several 
feet apart. It was Capt. J. B. Owen, of the one 
hundred and twenty-fifth New York regiment. 
Up to this date, from May, 1862, 1 had carried 
the Confederate sword of Lieut. Col. W. A. 
Rankin, who was killed at Shlloh while in 
command of the ninth Missiasippi regiment ; 
his sister, Miss Laura A. Rankin, being then 
my affianced, and at the time of this battle my 
bride. I had never drawn his sword from the 
scabbard nor returned it thereto, without a 
thought of the gallant Rankin and his sister ; 
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the one a cbriatian hero (see the enlarged edi- 
tion of the " Old Gaard in Gray," by J. Harvey 
Mathee), the other a perfect type of pnre chris- 
tian womanhood, a daughter of the typical 
ante-bellam Southern planter. I afterwards 
retarned home the aword of Col. Rankin and 
carried the Federal sword of Capt. Owen, both 
of which I atill have. 

Returning to oar position in line near the 
conrt hoase of Spottsylvania, the 11th waa 
apent in sharpahooting without casoalty or 
thrilling incident ; bat what shall I say of the 
12th. Of alt the days of the campaign, from 
the firing of the firat gao in the Wilderneaa 
antil the last, at aecond Cold Harbor, Jooe 3rd,_ 
none waa ao awfnl to the aharpahooters of 
Davis's brigade. The correspondent will tell 
70a that " at 4 o'clock in the morning of that day 
the hostile lines burst, as under the sudden bid- 
ding of au electric wire, into a fierce cannonade 
— an explosion in Ita auddennesa, it raged from 
the first moment of opening in the full depth of 
ita fury." " The anddenneaa of the thunders 
with which the artillery rent the air waa not 
greater than the deafening atorm which bnrst 
from the infantry. The muaketry that followed 



Affendix. 427 

immediately aftei the first gan was so great in 
its Toiame from the opening, that it bespoke 
clearly the presence of large masaes of men . 
Bising in a deep roll, one and anbroken, its 
blended ringing declared that the hostile 
thoasands from whom it rose mast have met 
in conflict, hand to hand. The peala in 
quick aaccession of the artillery did not 
drown the voice, bat on it went distinctly, a 
flowing roar that rose to heaven like the con- 
atanc oatcry of a rushing river." I have no 
lemembrance as to how the sharpshooters 
Bcrambled over the breastworks in the fog and 
darkness to the front, through the tanglud 
brush, over the abatis of fallen trees sixty or 
eighty yards deep in our front, with limbs 
sharpened towards the enemy ; bat I have a 
vivid recollection of that day's flghting in 
front of the fallen timber, under a constant 
flre from the sharpshooters, and sometimes 
from the line of battle, all day. We were in 
an open glade of pines; the enemy were in 
thick bushes. I took a central position along 
the line of my sharpshooters, and we all shel- 
tered as best we conld behind the pines. Early 
in the day the sharpshooters declared to me tha t 
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tbe enemy's line of battle was not over sixty 
jards -distant. I conld not see the line and 
discredited their statement, bat sabseqaent 
events proved that they were correct. I noticed 
soon-after oar line was posted that a Federal 
bullet passed the tree I was behind at un- 
asaally regular intervals. I stood with my 
left side to the tree, except when I moved 
along the line on dnty. While I was standing, 
and leaning a little too far forward, a ballet 
passed in front of my eyes and lodged in the 
body of a tree a little in front and to my right, 
BO near that I conld lay my hand on it. It 
was not long before I was convinced that a 
Federal sharpshooter had chosen my head for 
a target. When duty called me to other 
points I left immediately after he had fired, 
and returned before he conld reload. G^n. 
Davis reinforced our line from the line of battle 
during the day more than once, and the firing 
finaUy became so deadly that messengers 
conld not go direct to our line and live. 

After noon the commands were sent into our 
line-on the right, at a point less dangerous, and 
passed from one to another of the sharpahoot- 
era ^qntil I received them. "Oen. Davis says, 
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* Forward the skirmish liael'" I knew that 
G«Q. Davis coald not know the aitaation, that 
we were so close to the Federal line of battle, 
and Lfarther believed it woald be certain death 
or woands to almost every man. I made no 
reply and sent no message. In a short while 
the order came again in the same words. I 
never saw each a dreadful expression on the 
^es of men who never flinched in battle. It 
was not long before the order came down the 
line again, '*Gen. Davis says, 'Forward the 
skirmish line !' " Under the circamstances I 
thought I had some right to exercise discretion 
in the matter, and that nnless the line of battle 
was to advance with ns it wonld be a useless 
sacrifice of life. I felt that a positive disobe- 
dience of orders would resalt in a court martial 
and dishonor, so I ordered the sharpshooters 
to go forward ; but to my surprise not a single 
man moved. They looked at me but said not 
a single word. They had led me through the 
wilderness and all along down the line in every 
skirmish. It had come my time to work in the 
lead, and I must confess it was a mild man- 
nered lead and ended abruptly. "Boys, we 
have to go; come ahead I" I passed the line ten 
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feet or more, and they all moTfd as one man, 
and by the time th<>7 bad closed up with me 
and gone ten stepe, the very earth trembled 
n nder hb from the ehork of Federal masketry. 
The twigs, bark and leaves rained down upon 
us. As I tamed to go back to onr line of 
battle I saw that Jones and Campbell were 
both woanded, and it looked like nearly all 
the men were down. 

Ic was as difficult for ns to retreat over the 
abatis of fallen trees as for the enemy to ad- 
vance over it. When we did reach onr breast- 
works the greatest confusion existed, and some 
of the sharpshooters were woanded from oar 
own line of battle. I walked ap in front of a 
rifle aimed at the enemy; a moment later andl 
shonld have caoght the ball. The firing 
ceased, except the sharpshooting, and as soon 
as a detail was made Co replace the many that 
had fallen, we had to retrace oar steps and es- 
tablish oar line where it was before. I went to 
my old stand. After awhile Dan Tocamb came 
and stood near me, looking pale and in dread. 
I directed him to take his place in line, and 
while he hesitated I said to him, "Dan, if yoa 
stay here a minate you will be killed ; a sharp- 
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Bhooter has been shooting at me here all day." 
I had aot finished the sentence before Yocamb's 
knee joint was crashed with a Federal ballet, 
and his comrades carried him back to the rear, 
to die next day. TSot until I began this day's 
story of the sharpshooters have I ever thonght 
of what might have been passing in young Yo- 
camb's mind. Doabtless he had noticed that 
he was the only sharpshooter left of the orig- 
inal twenty-foar men- who started in the cam- 
paign only a week before, and he could reas- 
onably have concladed that his chance to 
escape death or wounds was slim; and so it 
was. The attentioa of the Confederate sharp- 
shooters was attracted by this fatal result of 
the Federal sharpshooter's aim, and it was not 
long before he ceased firing, being either killed 
or wounded. 

I do not know whether Jones survived the 
war or not. Campbell was killed by the 
Federals near Oxford, Mississippi, while at 
home wounded. Recently I met Sergt. Abner 
Myers, of Byhalia, Mississippi, who belonged 
to the eleventh Mississippi regiment of Davis's 
brigade, and who was a sharpshooter in front 
of that regiment on that day. In conversation 
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toaohiog oar ezperieDce that day he asked if I 
k«ew what G«d. Davis said when we were 
dilTeD in by the enemy's line of battle. I re- 
plied that I did not. Said Myers : " When I 
crossed our works Gen. Davis was sitting 
against them, and I said to him, ' General, their 
line of battle is coming.' He replied: 'D— n 
a line of battle ; my sharpshooters can whip a 
line of battle. Forward, my sharpshooters ! ' " 
Abner Myers says that the sharpshooters of 
the eleventh Mississippi lost five commanders 
during the campaigo, and one or two resigned 
on accoant of the hardships and fatality in 
that service, and a part of the time he, as ser- 
geant, was in command. 

The night of the 12th came on, finding 
Davis's brigade In the same position and 
the line of sharpshooters in front of the 
abatis in the same position as when the 
battle began in the morning. On this part of 
of the battle field, so far as my vision extended, 
the extra hazardona service of the sharpshoot- 
ers was never more forcibly illustrated. All 
day long the sharpshooters were on the fore- 
front of battle at close quarters with the enemy, 
under constant fire, without protection Rave 
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trees and Btampe, with a belt of sixty to eighty 
yarda of falleu pines in the rear, which was a 
serioos obstacle in the way of retreat ; while 
the line of battle was not engaged sare for a 
few miaates when the sharpshooters were 
driveQ in by the Federal line of battle. I here 
submit the correspondent's account of this 
battle. 



BATTLE OP SPOTTSTLVANIA COURT 
HOUSE. 

[CorrcBpon deuce of the London Herald, Maj 25, 1864.] 

On the morning of the 7th of May Lee's 
troops lay in line on the field of their victory 
of the Wilderness ; Ewell still on the left and 
Hill in the centre. Longatreet's corps, under the 
command of Maj. Gen. R. H. Anderson, held 
the right. Some desultory skirmiahing in front 
was the only evidence presented dnring the 
day that we were in the presence of the enemy. 
As I passed along the line of battle in a gear 
rather better than that of the soldier and 
somewhat worse than that of the ofiScer, the 
men showed themselves in their amusing com- 
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ments on my appearance to be in excellent 
spirits. 

From the headquarters of GFen. Lee and of 
Gen. Hill I went on the evening of the 6th to 
those of Wilcox. I found the latter officer en- 
gaged with Gen. Smith, of the engineers, in an 
examination of the ground with a view to a 
revision of the line of field works. Changes 
decided on in my presence at some points of 
those improvised defences were immediately 
shown by stakes; and working parties actively 
at their execution. As I rode on to the left I 
observed revision going on at other parts of 
the line, new batteries being planted, epanle- 
merits for guns being thrown up, and other in- 
dications that the Confederates were deter- 
mined to remain where they were. Gen. Ewell, 
Gen. Early and Gen. Johnson were in glowing 
spirits, and entertained clearly no intention of 
abandoning the great advantages of their 
present position. Everything along the front 
showed that Lee, judging doubtless from his 
knowledge of Grant's character, looked for a 
renewal of the attack; and far from any inten- 
tion of moving from the field of his bloody 
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triamph, awaited its delivery in confident 
preparation on the ground he then occupied. 

The contest of the Wilderness presented to 
Grant on the evening of the 6th the choice of 
massacre, inaction or retreat. Two- thirds of 
his splendid army yet capable of duty, he 
determined on a movement by which, while not 
exposing the fact of his bloody defeat, he 
would be enabled to renew the struggle on 
open ground. From the point of conflict on 
the Orange and Fredericksburg plank track 
and earthen way known as Brock's road, 
follows the direction along which he would now 
seek naturally to move. The opening of that 
route was in fact one of the advantages sought 
from the attack on Lee's right. The employ- 
ment of that road for his purpose having, how- 
ever, been made impossible by the position of 
the Confederates at the close of the battle, he 
was obliged to adopt in its stead some of the 
inferior lines of movement in his rear. Under 
cover of his skirmishers he withdrew his right 
quietly on the evening of the 7th; moved it 
down behind its centre to the Orange and 
Fredericksburg plank road; and directing it 
along that track for some distance eastwardly, 
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dropped it down by several minor roads sfill 
farther to the south. The centre he next 
broke into column in the rear of heavy skir- 
mishers, and marched it in the same direction 
behind the solid masses of the left. Daring 
the night that wing moved in like manner out 
of its works, and soon afterwards, followed by 
the sharpshooters that had been employed to 
mask the whole movement, took its position in 
the line of march. 

The scene of the battle of the Wilderness is 
situated mainly in Spottsylvania. The court 
house of that county lies at a distance from the 
field of the 5tli and 6th of May of nine miles, 
in a direction almost exactly southeast. The 
country around that village consists to a great 
extent of open fields, and watered by the heads 
of the Mattapony — those called, by a strange 
conceit, the Mat, the Ta, the Po, the Ny — pre- 
sents excellent positions for the employment of 
artillery. The occupation of the village itself 
offering possession of a leading road to Rich- 
mond, became the first object of the new move- 
ment, and one that appeared very easy of ac- 
complishment, seeing that the only obstacle in 
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the waj on the morning of the 7th was a brig- 
ade of Fitzhagh Lee'B dirision of hone. 

The scouting of the Army of Northern Vir- 
ginia Ib, no doubt, a most active and efficient 
agency. But intuition of the very highest or- 
der can alone explain the rapidity with which 
Lee acts in reference to the movements of the 
enemy. Whether the cavalry conflict for the 
possession of that village, or some revelation 
from scouts or angels, may have appraised him 
of Qrant's design, the army was directed by 
Gen. Lee on the night of the 7th to move rap- 
idly towarda Spottsytvania court house. M^J. 
Gen. B. H. Anderson, holding the right with 
LoDgstreet's corps, ordered forward the di> 
vision comn:ianded for the present by Brig. G^en. 
Kershaw. Wofford'a brigade broke at once 
into column, and followed close up by Brian's, 
started with vivacity, at 11 o'clock in the night, 
to the support of Fitzhngh Lee. As these 
splendid troops began to move, the spirit with 
which they appeared to go forward shot like 
electricity from rank to rank, and found utter- 
ance in a cheer that, running back along the 
forming column for miles, rang like the roll of 
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masketry from front to rear from the depths 

of the midnight forest, load and clear. 

The enemy in his race for Spottsylvania court 
hoort hoQse had a start of a few hours. Hav- 
ing began his movement, however, firom a point 
opposite our extreme left, while we began ours 
from the extreme right, that advantage must 
have been nearly equated. There remained to 
as, however, no time to spare. We were 
obliged to pash for the goal directly. Onr 
shortest roate lay, nnfortanately, thioagh a 
forest in which accident or design had, daring 
the day, set the leaves on fire. The smoke of 
the burning continued still to hang in clonds 
upon the ground, threatening the troops as they 
went on with actual suffocation. Heated, 
blinded, choking, to a degree almost insupport- 
able, they bore their sufferings patiently on their 
march through those smoking woods for a dis- 
tance of seven miles. The ten thousand Greeks 
of Xenophon did not, when they saw the sea, 
feel more relief than the thousands of Lee's 
men did when they emerged from that forest 
pandemoninm into the open country and un- 
tainted air. 
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Kershaw, having reached the high road, 
moved forward rapidly. Having on his way 
detached Hnmpbrey's MiBsisBippiaDS and his 
own South Caroliniana to the left, for the relief 
of Pitzhugh I*ee, he pressed on with Wofford's 
and Brian's men to Spottsylvania conrt house. 
He succeeded in reaching that place in time — 
about sanrise of the 8th of May — to obtain 
possession of it without firing a shot. In the 
meantime Hamphrey, in the command of the 
force sent to the left, tamed from the road of 
Kershaw's advance to a point known aa the 
Block hoase, about a mile and a half in front 
of the court house. Pressing up rapidly he 
had arrived at an opportune moment — on the 
morning of the 8th — to sustain an attack upon 
the position that had been for some time held 
against both cavalry and infantry by some of 
Fitzhugh Lee's horse. The defenses improvised 
at tliat point in front of the court house con- 
sisted of a rude barrier of dead trees; but, 
even feeble as they were, they, stilt worse, fell 
short in their extent of the breadth of Hum- 
phrey's front. 

Robertson's and Griffin's division of the 
corps of Gen. Warren — the fifth — advanced 
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with great spirit apon the Coofederata position. 
The deadly marksmanship of the MisBisaippi- 
ans aod Soath Carolioaine In their front, shot 
with terrible traih to their helt baoklea. 
ThoQgh they dropped dead like deer stxuck 
down in a herd, still they came on. Volley 
after volley swept through their solid mass; 
bat though finally showing signs of faltering, 
they continued to advance until they had actu- 
ally crossed the Confederate barrier. The as- 
sailants having bayoneted some of the men 
who withstood them so fiercely, qnailed before 
their unflinching firmness, and with the loss of 
a considerable number of prisoners and a large 
number in killed and wounded, fled. The 
South Carolinians behaved magnificently dar- 
ing the repulse, but held their ground as the 
enemy retired. The Mississippians sprang 
over the breastworks in hot pursuit. They 
had not advanced across the field more than a 
quarter of a mile when they were driven back 
in tarn with the loss of many men, and two 
stands of colors captured, as was supposed at 
the time, by the enemy. That supposition, 
however, proved to be a mistake. Having 
after separation from their comrades found 
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(hemselrea free, they moved several miles 
throngh the voods aronnd ihe enemy's left, 
and next day, to the great rejoicing of the 
whole brigade, came back safely, men and 
colors. 

The assanlt apon Humphrey was repeated 
dnring the day several times, bat in each in- 
stance without any other result to the assail- 
ants than defeat and death. Foiled tfans in 
direct attack, Gl«n. Warren attempted to carry 
the position by a movement against its flank. 
Law's brigade of Alabamians were accordingly 
pot in on Humphrey's left with the purpose of 
resisting the blow aboat to be strnck from that 
direction. The Federal advance came up with 
great vigor, but after a brief struggle was flung 
back by the stubborn resistance of the fresh 
troops by whom it bad been confronted. The 
combats of the 8th, brief and bloody as they 
were, had thus terminated for the day; and 
saw Lee in triumphant possession of all the 
positions covering the roads running south- 
wardly from Spottaylvania court house. In 
the flghts of the day, as in the race of the night 
previous, the Confederates bad thus come off 
completely victorious. 
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Loogstreet's corpa continned to poor into the 
field daring the early part of the day. The 
position of the divisiona pointed out by Qen. 
Anderson as they came up, were immediately 
afterwards covered by a line of breastworks. 
At daylight on the morning of the 8th, the 
second and third corpa still holding the field of 
the Wilderness, the former, nnder Ewell, broke 
into column, and moving behind the latter 
(Hill's) proceeded on its way to the scene of 
the impending conflict. Having arrived on the 
field, it drew np on I#ongBtreet's left. Rodes's 
division having driven back the enemy in a 
charge for a mile, the whole corps spent the 
night after a very severe march, taking and 
strengthening its position. 

Hill's corps, after having covered the left of 
Swell's oolamn, moved out of its works. Its 
leading division (Anderson's), commanded for 
the present by its senior brigadier, 6en. 
Mahone, was aasailed on its march towards 
Spottaylvania conrt honae, near a place called 
Shady Orove. Having, after a brief delay, re- 
pulsed the attack, it moved on ; but the whole 
corps bivoaacked only a short distance in ad- 
vance of the scene of that passing conflict. 
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On the moraing of the 9th it reached the field 
of the approaching battle, and taking its place 
OD the right, proceeded rapidly to cover its 
front with a line of field works. The illness 
of the lieatenant general charged with the 
command of thafrgrand dirlsion of Lee's urmj 
had nnfitted him for the service when I saw 
him on the field of the Wilderness during the 
Otb of May. Ue remained, however, at his 
post; and the chafing of his spirit in impatience 
of his proBtratioD at a moment fraoglit with 
•ach great events, appeared to me as I stood 
speaking to him in his ambnianoe on the field 
of the Ny, to have delayed his recovery. Gen. 
Eiarly, of Ewell's corps, had accordingly been 
placed for the time in command of that of Hill 
at the approach of the bloody trial which ap- 
peared to hang over it on the Otb of May. 

Oar position lay In advance of the Po. Be- 
fore it flowed the narrow and maddy stream of 
the Ny. Oar lines wonnd in front along irreg- 
ular slopes ascending from the tatter branch of 
the Mattapony, and embracing within them the 
approaches soathwardly from Spottsylvania 
court hoQse, swept on the left back to the Po. 
The enemy's army stood partly in mar and 
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partly id front of the Ny, and presented to the 
conrexity of oar alignment the general plan of 
a concare carve. The rainahed of the greater 
part of onr position fell into the Ny, and the 
slopes looking down npon that stream wit- 
nessed the heat and harden of the battle. The 
approaches to Lee's works lay partly tbroagh 
forest, partly throagh field, bat presented at 
many points excellent positions for artillery, 
while those open to the enemy for that pnrpose 
were generally mach inferior. Sach, in brief, 
was the attitnde of the two armies when I 
bivoaacked on the field, the Ny, with Gen. 
Ewelt and his staff on the ntght of the Oth of 
Hay. 

Field's division, resting on the Po, held Lee*s 
left, A main road from Frederlcksborg gave 
the enemy access to the rear of that wing of 
onr army. The bridge on which we had crossed 
the river on onr march from the Wilderness lay 
on the line of the detonr that thus laid Field 
open to serioas danger. Some cavalry having 
been said to be threatening that crossing of the 
stream, the brigades of Harris and Perrin — 
both of Anderson's division — were sent back 
with orders to hold it against all comers. They 
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airired there at 7 o'clock in the evening. 
Kight had nearlj come on, and they knew 
nothing of the position or force of the enemy. 
After conaaltatioD with Maj. Gen. W. H. F. 
Lee, of the caratiy — son of the commander-ia- 
ohief of the Army of Northern Yiif^nia — the 
enemy being in present force, picketi were 
thrown oat bat a short distance in advance of 
the brigade, and a regiment placed for their 
support on a hill to the left of its immediate 
rear. The brigades of Perry, Wright, Perrin 
and Harris— all of Anderson's division — drew 
np in a favorable position for resisting any 
direct attempt of the enemy to obtain poeses- 
sion of the bridge. 

Mahone had Just made bis dispositiotis when 
masses of men were heard moving down to the 
opposite bank of the Po. A thundering cheer 
from the midnight darkness which reigned 
wronnd revealed that the Confederates on tliis 
side of the river lay in the presence of a host 
of armed men. Picket firing opened immedi- 
ately in front of the bridge; bat after a wliile 
snbsiding, the thonsands who stood on that 
part of the field confronting each other in 
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deadly array, lay down to take a night of 
peace in the sleep of the battle bironac. 

Massing uf the enemy in hia front appeared 
to threaten Field on the morDiog of the 10th 
with serioaa attack. Qordon, who lay a re- 
serve in rear of the second corps, was ordered 
Qp soon after sunrise to that officer's snpporti. 
A heavy cannonade from both sides appeared 
to be the regular preface to an advance, and 
was followed by the appearance of the enemy 
coming forward in heavy column of five or six 
lines de^. That mighty mass came sweeping 
steadily on, and, absorbing its line of skirm- 
ishers, appeared of a volume sufficient to over- 
come all resistance. Field's sharpshootera in- 
serted death in a hundred incisions through Its 
solid front, and the lightning flash of hia artil- 
lery cQt throogh its living material in gashes 
broad and deep. Hatting within two hnndred 
yards of the works it retreated, leaving many 
a wretch behind in mortal agony or in the mer- 
ciful repose of death. Again and again during 
the day the same demonstration was repeated, 
and on each occasion with the same resalt. 

Massea of the enemy appeared collecting 
rapidly, in the afternoon, on the front of Qen. 
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Rodes. QordoQ was at once ordered back to 
his support from the rear of Field. Eight or 
ten lines deep, a oolDmn of bine coata moved 
through the forest and hurled its immenBe 
weight against Dole's brigade of Rodes*s divi- 
sion. Dropping its living and dead offal on all 
aides, nnder a well directed fire of rifle and 
gan, it still kept on its way, and by the heavy 
preaaore from its rear barst a living torrent 
over the works held by Dole. Bearing like a 
mighty river everything before it, it swept 
surging to the rear of the Confederate poaition 
for gpvHral hundred yards, when it struck with 
a heavy recoil against the rockUke solidity of 
Oordon's front. He had just come up from the 
left, and charging, cheering as he went, hurled 
back the heavy masses in a terror as great as if 
the flaah of hia bayonets were the deadly light 
of the Qorgon'a eye. Hia fire reserved until 
the enemy broke, he poured into him as he fled 
volley after volley with an aim and rapidity 
truly murderous. Twenty minutes having 
finished this stern work and restored the line 
to its original position, that valaable officer re- 
tired from the immediate front to his position 
in reserve. 
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Qcbh. Early had in the meantime croBBed the 
Po St a bridge lower down than that in the 
frontot thedivlsion of Anderson. WithHeth'a 
division and Mahone's aapeib brigade, he con- 
tinaed his march on the opposite bank np 
stream, until striking the flank of the Federal 
flankers he drore them before him without en- 
ooantering any resistance. The thandering of 
hia gans, the ahoating in wild trinmph of hia 
troops, came near and atlU nearer to Ander- 
son's fellows, as they stoud ready for a mortal 
atmggle; and those welcome soands as they 
swelled tip from the woods heralded the arrival 
of a staff officer, who having dashed into the 
stream, rode ap in fall speed, his horse's flanks 
still dripping with water, to annonnce to 
Mahone that the enemy was withdrawing from 
the bridge in fnll retreat. 

The Federal masses were seen by Mahone's 
artillerists moving across the open gronnd of 
heights on the other side of the Po. Shot and 
shell were immediately hnried into them as 
they rushed back hurriedly from Early's crush- 
ing advance. The division moved down at 
once to the bridge, and having crossed, formed 
on the opposite side in tine of battle parallel 
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with the road by which the enemy had come — 
that from Shady Grove. Wright's G^orgiana, 
drawn ap on Field's left, rested their right on 
the river; Perrin's Alabamtana came next; 
then Perry's Floridiana, Harris's Miflsiasip- 
piana and Mahone's Yirginiana. Heth'a men 
as they came up with Early took position on 
the left. The enemy had formed in line of 
battle a half mile off. His front, covered by 
breastworks, was farther protected by fonr 
improvised redonbts. The losses of hia hur- 
ried retreat had been serioaa, and wonld 
probably have been even more so had he not 
embarrassed the parsoit by setting fire behind 
him to the leafy woods, in which he had 
dropped the dead and wounded of his flight. 
The two arrays lay on the ground they had 
just taken, and continued to look at each other 
during what yet remained of the day, without 
demonstration or attack save only to the 
extent of occaalonal shelling. 

Foiled by Early in flanking the left of our 
position, Q-rant attempted to break it by direct 
attack. Night bad almost aet in when the 
heavy colamn that had threatened the left eo 
often daring the day bnrat upon it at laat in 



Appendix. 451 

terriljle earnestness. Covering the whole front 
of the division, that tremendoaa attack came 
under the fire of the brigade on the left of 
McLaw's — Wofford's Georgians. ' Gen. G. T. 
Anderson's brigade receired the shock in ter- 
rible force, bat ooald be seen from the position 
of Maj. G^n. B. H. Anderson and M^. G}«n. 
Field to hold its gronnd as steadily as if it 
were on dreu parade. Rapidly and regularly 
it ihrew ap cload after olond of smoke, and 
the flashes of its fire barst along its iront erery 
few minates ia threadlike lines. 

An angle in the line of the Confederate ar- 
ray — a salient, as it is termed bj engineers^ 
presented the weak point of the defence. The 
breadth of its fir« necessarily contracted, and 
its sides exposed to enfilade, that part of the 
Confederate line was held by Greg's brigade 
of Tezana. Uncovered by traverses, his men, 
after the attacking oolamn had swept np witliin 
a abort distance of the works, enconntered a 
fire from both front and flank ; and finally, as 
the wave of the onslaught surged over head* 
long into their defences, were forced to fall 
back before its irresistible weight. That tbey 
did not yield in any feebleness of spirit was 
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attested as they retired with their faces to the 
foe ; by several of their comradeB who lay in 
the trenches dead or dying under thmst of the 
stem bayonet. Stnng with bamiliation by 
their repulse, the gallant fellows paused in 
their retrogression, and springing furionsly 
forward, drove the enemy — ^jnst as he began to 
quail before the terrible slaughter along other 
parts of the line — out of their works, that was 
followed by their unerring rifles for a quarter 
of a mile. The losses of Q-raot in that repulse 
of the 10th mast have been very severe. 

Two brigades of the right wing had been 
sent during the day to support Ewell, in anti- 
cipation of attack repelled so splendidly by 
Gordon. The sun had almost set when that 
wing of the Confederate army became itself 
subject of more or less serious threatening. 
Two lines of battle moved from the woods in 
front of Wilcox, but were met by the fire of a 
heavy line of sharpshooters, and by a thunder- 
ing cannonade from batteries posted advan- 
tageously in that officer's immediate rear. 
Having contributed its victims to the carnage 
of the field, that threatening advance broke 
into a retreat. The attack on Field driven 
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back aboQt the same time, night closed upon 
the two armieB in a repoae that was unbroken, 
outside the lines, save by the Tenomoas whirr- 
ing of ballets from the sleepless sharpshooters. 

The morning of the 11th broke, nnheralded 
by the shock of arms. A feeble demonstration 
against oar left, and another against oar cen- 
ter, deepened for a brief lime the volume of the 
skirmish Are. Daring the weak show of at- 
tack made thas on Ewell's left, the conntry 
lost for a time the services of that gallant fel- 
low, Brigadier General Hays. He received a 
wound which, though not at all dangerous, ap- 
peared when I saw him to be very painful. 
With the exceptions of some threateniiigs the 
battle dragged on throughout the day in the 
Indian like warfare, that, during the pauses of 
the heavy collisions, raged, apparently without 
intermission, outside the opposing lines. 

On the 13th of May the battlefield lay, be- 
fore dawn, enveloped in a hazy fog. At four 
o'clock in the morning of that day the hostile 
lines burst, as under the sudden bidding of an 
electric wire, into a fierce cannonade. An ex- 
plosion in its suddenness, it raged from the 
first moment of opening, in the full depth of its 
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fury. The metallic peal of the solid shot, the 
sharp clap and the flat crash of the shell rose 
from side to side with rapidity. They seemed 
to shake the very earth with their thnnders. 
That terrific storm, while uDdiminished in 
depth, anderwent immediately after its first 
oatbnrst a change in character ; for the sharper 
peals of shot and shell were succeeded by the 
duller thads, that, hurling forward grape and 
canister, told of a struggle deepened into the 
sternness of close quarters. 

The suddenness of the thnnders with which 
the artillery rent the air was not greater than 
that with which the deafening storm burst from 
the Infantry. The musketry that followed im- 
mediately after the first gun was so great in its 
volume from its opening that it bespoke clearly 
the presence of large masses of men. Rising 
in a deep roll, one and unbroken, its blended 
ringing declared that the hostile tfaonaands 
from whom it swelled np must have met in 
conflict, band to hand. The peals in quick 
succession of the artillery did not drown its 
voice ; but on it went distinctly, a flowing roar 
thai rose to heaven, like the constant outcry of 
a rushing river. Divination was not necessary 




Apfendix. 455 

with all those evidences to tell me, as I rose 
from my blanket in the rear, that, as in the 
case of oar own conflict at Inkerman, an attack 
prepared with deliberation in close proximity 
to the Confederate lines had moved suddenly 
from the cover of the morning fog. 

The field works that protected E well's right 
on the morning of the 12th extended through a 
wood. They occupied the line of a low bridge, 
and, by what appears to me to be a grave 
error, lay somewhat down its reverse slope. 
An enemy approaching them could not be seen 
from some parts of the works until he had ap- 
peared over the rise, in their immediate front. 
Retreating from them, he received, once behind 
that swell of ground, protection from the fire of 
part of those defenses. The course of the breast- 
works followed that of the bridge, and accord- 
ingly formed at one place a salient with an 
angle so small as to be almost acute. It con- 
sisted of two lines which ran one i>arallel with 
the other, and containing between them a space 
sufficiently wide for a line of battle, described 
by military engineers as a "double sap.'^ 
Epaulements were placed in support of the 
whole at several points of the line ; and, at the 
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salieot, Bafficient for so many aa twenty gans. 
A general anderstanding of the position may 
be obtained from this description, after it bas 
been stated that the sides of the salient, sab- 
ject aa they were, in the event of an attack, to 
enfilade from its apex, were protected for some 
distance down the line with a series of short 
traverses. 

Gen. J. M. Jones's brigade occnpied the 
salient. On the left of Jones's men were 
formed the Stonewall brigade, under Wicker, 
and next in order in the line of battle were the 
Lonisianians under Hays. The right of Jonee, 
who held the salient, rested on the brigade of 
Stewart. Sach was the distribation on the 
morning of the 12th, behind the breastworks 
of Ewell's light wing, of the men oonatitating 
the division of Gen. Edward Johnston. On 
the right of the division was an nnoccnpied 
part of the works aboat two hundred yards in 
length, and farther on that staanch brigade of 
Wilcox's division — Lane's. Jones's brigade 
had sent one of its best regiments — the twenty- 
first Virginia — from the salient, to cover the gap 
between Stewart and Lane as skinnisherB. 
Two others were also sent oat of the works in 
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the same capacity, with the view of proteeting 
the angle of the position from sudden attack. 
Bat three regiments of the brigade remained to 
defend a weak point that had been held pre- 
viously by six. Of twenty guns that bad been 
placed in the salient, sixteen had, under an ex*- 
pectation entertained during the Bigbt^ of an 
attack upon the extreme right, been with- 
drawn. Such was the array and strengib of 
Swell's right on the morning of the 13lh. 

Johnston, informed at 3 o'clock, a. m., thal'Ibe 
enemy was massing in his front, soBt'irft idi bet' 
haste for guns to replace those thafc bud been 
removed from his works daring the migbt. 

In the meantime the signs in front began 
rapidly to take the definite form of aR ati^^fe. 
His skirmishers came in at short notke, and 
the forest behind them impressed lbe^s<»Bte9 
with the feeling that, wrapt as it was in a fi^, 
it was swarming with the masses of ItoBMB 
life. Page's battalion of artillery badi| is 
spouse to the demand of Gen. JohD»to% 
up to the salient in a trot; bat a MrranetiAnHr 
column of the enemy having at tbait' ^mMmuM 
emerged from the haze, it arrived* enfy' l# kavft 
its horses shot dead in their traces, and it« 
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meo mowed down in the act of anlimbering. 
So terrible was the fire of the enemy that bat 
one oftheguna was brought into action. Capt. 
W. Carter had, with great devotion, suc- 
ceeded, ooassisted, in making that readj for 
work; and, standiDg at it, heroically alone, 
continued nntil his capture to fire it, charged 
with grape and canister, into the Federal 
ranks. 

Gen. Johnston bad no sooner become 
aware of the exact point of attack than he 
ruahed towards the salient. He was too late. 
The column that had burst from the fog upon 
that weak point held it already in possession. 
Three regiments which had been left in line 
for its defense had fled before the storming 
maas nithont firing a shot. Johnalon, caught 
in the rnsh of friend and foe, waa made pris- 
oner, and was thus left by the bad conduct of 
some of his own men to waste his brave spirit 
inglarioualy in prison. His bravery ia of the 
antique. His conduct as a general officer was 
marked by constancy and addreaa. A great 
tavorltQ, with Lieut. Gen. Ewell, be was known 
amongst the rank and file, in affectionate recog- 
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nition of his courage and obstinacy, as *'01d 
Blucher." 

The salient carried, and one-half of Jones's 
men killed, wounded or captured, the enemy 
poured through the Confederate line in im- 
mense force. The Stonewall brigade, on the 
immediate left of the gap thus opened in the 
Confederate ranks, became exposed on the 
right flank. Gen. Walker, its chief, at- 
tempted immediately to swing that wing 
around, but while in the act was disabled by a 
very severe wound in the side. Pressed hotly 
by the Federal advance, that movement be- 
came then, after even the brief delay conse- 
quent on that accident, impossible. The pres- 
sure upon its flank having commenced, many 
of the men forced into disorder were killed, 
wounded or captured ; but several of the regi- 
ments, wheeling into position behind the short 
traverses running back from their breastworks, 
disputed every foot of ground they held with a 
steadiness worthy of their traditions. Col. 
Terry, while holding with unflinching firmness 
one of those short fronts, received a severe 
wound. The Stonewall brigade, however, over- 
borne by the movement upon its flank, was 
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finally forced back ; and what of it was neither 
captared, wounded nor killed, found protection 
behind the battle array of the brigade that had 
been in line on itB left — Hays's Lonisianians. 

Stewart's brigade, on the right of the regi' 
ments that had occapied the salient, was taken 
by the snrging masses of the Federalists Id 
flank. Those of them who were neither cap- 
tared, killed nor wounded found shelter behind 
the brigade that had been in line npon their 
right — Lane's, of Wilcox's division. Engaged 
in front with a heavy column of the enemy, 
Lane, on learning of the miscarriage at the 
salient, became alarmed for his left flank ; and 
having immediately swung his line around 
almost squarely with its original position, be 
eacouhtered the enemy's triumphant advance. 
Charging in fine style he drove it back after a 
contest that must have cost it dearly. His 
North Carolinians thus won the glory of being 
the first to stem the tide of Federal victory on 
the right. 

While the Stonewall brigade fonght and fell 
back, that next on its left — Hays's — had time 
to swing around. Col. Monaghan, its sen- 
ior colouel, being in command, it confronted 
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the rashing advaace to the left. Standing be- 
hind a traverBe that extended perpendicnlarly 
ftom the original position of the brigade. It 
presented a front as firm as a ledge of rock. 
Tbe wave of the enemy's triamph surged np to 
that barrier; bat having broken npon it in 
mere spray, left the honor of the arrest of its 
overflow on that side of the field to thote 
hoaselesB, landless warriors of Louisiana. 

Between Hays's men on the one side and 
Lane's on the other, the Federalists had driven 
all opposition from their path. For a width of 
a mile they had swept the works of their de- 
fenders; bat, thoDgh complete masters within 
that limit, they were confronted by an impass- 
able barrier on the one hand and on the other. 
Pouring throngh the gap they had made, their 
masses formed rapidly from the right and from 
the left, with the view of turning the line of 
Hays on that side and of Lane on this, by 
pressure on those officers' exposed flanks. 

Apprehension of attack during the night on 
the front of Hays had led to the transfer to its 
support of the fine brigade of Pegram. The 
other brigades of the division ander the com- 
mand of Gordon — two^were, at the time of the 
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assanlt npon the salient, half a mile to the left. 
Springing forward withoat ordere, Gordon had 
moved at doable quick in the direction of 
the fire that had bnrst npon the dawn in 
sndden thunders. Roahing into the fog, he 
conld aee neither friend nor foe ; bat, guided 
by the instincts of a soldier, still sped forward 
rapidly under the bidding of the battle's 
hoarsest roar. The thick haze into whose nn- 
known depth he drove on, soon lit its mnrder- 
ous terrors, as he closed into the conflict, with 
lurid flashes ; and, in the next instant, flnng 
out a sheet of lightning that hnrled about the 
ears of his advancing ranks a very tempest of 
bullets. 

Gordon had come up in column. Gen. 
R. D. Johnston's brigade, first upon the field, 
he threw rapidly into line, and launching it 
against the enemy through the fog, checked 
the advance. Having arrested thus at one 
point the surging ranks of the foe, he sought to 
Btop him as he swept around bis right. The 
torrent streaming rapidly in that direction, he 
was about to be borne back by the flank, 
when, bringing up his own brigade, its firm 
line presented to the river like rush an addi- 
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Uonal widtli of barrier. The liviiif^ flood of 
Federal triamph, dashing against it in vain, 
Bwept still farther around, again threatening 
the Confederate right with destraction under a 
rapid movement upon its flank. Gordon by 
this time having brought ap his third brigade 
— Pegram's — forms it, under the command of 
Col. HndF^an, somewhat detached from the 
others, across the new front of the enemy's 
advance. The whole line then delivered a 
marderons volley into the dim masses or ha- 
man life that stood before it shroaded — and 
very, veiy many of them winding sbeeted — in 
the morning fog. Instantly seizing the colors 
of his center regiment of hie own brigade, Qor- 
don sparred forward ander a storm of ballets 
ordering a charge. His men rashed npon the 
misty ranks that they had jnst cnt gashes 
throQgh with their deadly fire. Tbeir fnry 
bore down all resistance. The charge had be- 
come a chase. Huddling the Federalists in 
headlong flight over the breastworks that had 
been held during the night by Stewart, that 
marderons race was continued for half a mile 
beyond. Opposition had disappeared before 
tbeparsnit; stilt, however, it held its way in 
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anftbated fary. Starting oat euddenly from 
the fog upon a hostile force in line, Gordon's 
demand ifx sarrender having, in the conftision 
of his sudden appearance, obtained no reply, 
the Federalists fell where they had but a mo- 
ment before stood in lusty life, a battle array of 
deadend dying. 

Tbe eaemy still held the ground he had won 
on Stewart's left. Gordon falling back, there- 
fore «cmpied the works he had carried so 
gloriously. His charge had cost the Confeder- 
ates tlie services for a time of Brig. Gen. B. D. 
Johnston. That gallant officer was disabled 
by a woand that is, however, not very severe. 
Col. Jones, a soldier ofhighpromise, layon the 
field wounded mortally. Lieut. Col. McArthur 
and Col. Garrett, both officers of ability, gave 
up upon that field their life blood in manly as- 
sertion of the liberties that have been handed 
down to them from our common ancestors of the 
days of Runneymeade. Terribly, however, 
were the Confederates' lives, lost in that moment, 
avenged. For a width of tliree hundred yards 
the Federal slain were scattered over a length 
of three-quarters of a mile; and. In all the open 
fields included within that space, lay a sicken- 
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ing slaaghter. Fonr gans that had been taken 
at the enemy's advance were, during the charge, 
recaptured, and in the absence of horses, sent 
by hand some distance to the rear. 

The Federalists continned to hold their 
ground in the salient and along the line of the 
works, to the left of that angle, within a short 
distance of the position held by Monaghan'a 
(Hays's) Lonislanlans. Ramaeanr's North 
Carolinians of Kodes's division formed, cover- 
ing Monaghan'a right, and, being ordered to 
charge, were received by the enemy with stub- 
born resistance. The desperate character of 
the straggle along that brigade front was told 
terribly in hoarseness and rapidity of its mus- 
ketry. So close was the fighting there for a 
time that fire of friend and foe rose up rattling 
in one common roar. Ramseanr's North Caro- 
linians dropped from the ranks (hick and fast, 
but still he continued with glorious constancy 
to gain ground foot by foot. Pressing under a 
fierce fire resolntely on, on, on, the struggle 
was abont to become one of hand to hand, 
when the Federalists shrunk from that bloody 
trial. Driven back, they were not defeated. 
The earthworks being at the moment in their 
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immediate rear, they boanded to the opposite 
side; and, having thns placed them in their 
ft'ont, renewed the conflict. A rash of an in- 
stant broa^ht Ramseanr's fellows to this side 
of the defenses; and thongh they crouched 
close to the slopes, nnder enfilade fron^ the 
gans of the salient, their musketry rattled in 
deep and deadly fire on the enemy that stood 
iD overwhelming nnmbers bnt a few yards from 
their front. Those brave North Carolinians 
had thns, in one of the very hottest conflicts of 
the day, sacceeded in driving the enemy from 
the works that bad been occupied dnring the 
night by a brigade whiuh, until the 13th of 
May, had never yet yielded to a foe — the 
Stonewall. 

The Confederate line had been re-eatablished 
by Bamseanr to the position held daring the 
night by Gen. J. M. Jones's left. It had been 
restored by Gordon to the point occupied 
daring the same time by Jones's right. The 
gap originally made remained, however, still 
in the possession of the enemy ; and with it all 
the guns — with the exception of the four re- 
taken by Gordon — that had been captured at 
the time of the rush into the salient. Through 
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that the Federal masses swept ont between the 
flank of Qordon — of Pegram's brigade — on the 
one hand, and of Ramseaor on the other, en- 
deaToring, by moTements to the right and to 
the left in coqjanction with heavy attacks in 
front, to gire the nnrecovered space greater 
width. They still protruded from the open in- 
terval between the flanks of these officers, and 
oontinned to press still forward with the view 
of preventing their connection by an interven- 
ing array of battle. Moving oat in tremendons 
force with the altimate purpose of driving them 
still farther apart and of turning their lines, 
they were encountered by the stern front of 
Perrin's Alabamians, of Rodes's division. 

Perrin met the crushing weight of the ad- 
vance unaided. He sought to insert his line 
between Gordon's left — Pegram's men — and 
the right of the brave fellows under Samseaur. 
Receiving the shock of the forward movement 
as a rock hurls back a wave of the sea, he 
pressed after the recoil, foot by foot. Closing in 
on it slowly, he succeeded, after a severe strug- 
gle, in pressing it back into the breastworks of 
the salient — for a part, be it recollected, a 
"doable sap" — nnderafireofmusketry that ex- 
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ceeded anything I ever heard in Its rapidity and 
Tolume. It roared anceasingly, a very river of 
•death. Forcing his way on with heroic reao- 
latioD, now straining forward, then atandiog In 
obstinate resistance, and next, for a moment, 
yielding stabbornly, as the mortal straggle 
swayed from side to side, Ferrin kept with in- 
domitable courage laboring onward, inch by 
inch. Aided by the fire of Bamseaur'a men on 
the left flank of the Federalists, he sacceeded 
finally in driving them from part of the works 
■on that officer's right. Perrin fell dead at the 
head of his brigade, and Col. J. G. Sanders 
succeeded to command. 

The gap in the Confederate array had been 
reduced to a small extent by Perrin's left. 
The other part of hia line continaed to swing 
heavily backwards and forwards as the tide of 
battle rolled from side to side. Shattered ter- 
ribly by the severity of the contest, he was re- 
inforced by Harris's Misstssippians, of Ander- 
son's division, and by McQowan's Sonth Caro- 
linians, of Wilcox's division. The heaviness 
of the fire at the point where these brigades 
went into action was terrible. Two young 
oaks, each upwards of twelve inches in diam- 
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eler, pierced bo often across their tmnks, were 
thus actaally cat down, to the eerioas injury of 
flome of McGowan's men, by minnie ballets. 

Fresh troops being pnt in continaally, in 
front of Harris and McGowan, the contest grew 
in fierceness. Reeling to and fro for the width 
of a brigade front it surged now to this aide, 
then to that, over a bloody space of two hun- 
dred and fifty yards. The guns that had been 
captured in the salient by the rash of the first 
attack lay, daring the fierce struggle, in Iheir 
original position, at one time within the on- 
ward roll of the Federal lines, and at another 
enclosed within the surging ranks of the Con- 
federates. Maj. Gntahaw, a gallant officer of 
the battalion of artillery, whose pieces lay 
thus between the ebb and flow of battle, hnng 
devotedly in their immediate rear ; and watch- 
ing the moment that saw them included in the 
advanoing array of the Confederate infantry^ 
sprang forward from his lair in the thicket to 
load them with canister and grape. BangT 
bang! bang! he plied them in hot haste; and 
thus tearing the ranks of the enemy at close 
qUartera into shreds, he continued with rare- 
steadfbStneBs, hnrling his ihanden until tire- 
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line of liiB sapports had began once more to 
yield. Retiring again and again as the tide of 
strife rolled back upon him, he contiaaed on 
each occasion to watch his opportunity in pa- 
tient resolation; and whenever the battle 
sarged onward, bounded to his gans to work 
them with the same ardor and with the same 
havoc. 

McGowan behaved glorioasly in the straggle 
for the works at the salient. He fell, in its 
progress, painfully, butlhope not dangeroasly, 
wounded. Several of his best officers yielded 
up their lives on that field of blood. Gen. 
Harris set a brilliant example to his brigade 
in the stern strife ; but though he escaped ac- 
cident in the tempest of bullets which swept 
on the wings of death around him, he lost 
heavily. His losses in officers included 
some men of high promise. Col. Baker and 
Lieut. Fletus, of the sixteenth Mississippiana, 
and Ool. Hardin, of the nineteenth, are 
not amongst the least of the gallant sol- 
diers who fell dead from the Confederate lines 
in that murderous salient. South^^kpliniaas 
and MississippiauB continued, 
rival each other^j^^^k peraistei^ .^K£ 
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recover the captured works, and finally ob* 
tained firm possession of them still farther in 
advance of the foothold that had been secured 
in them previonaly bj Perrin. CoDsolidating 
within the defenses thus far recovered on the 
left of the salient, the strife was renewed in 
their front — and very often so close to the moz- 
zles of their rifles as the opposite slopes of the 
breastworks behind which they crouched under 
enfilade from the apex of the salient. 

From foor o'clock in the morning until half 
past one the struggle within the salient had 
raged in terrible fierceness. At the expiration 
of that time it sunk into a comparative 
lull. The roll of the heavy skirmish shooting 
went on without intermission, however, around 
that angle of blood, and swelled after a brief 
break in the main contest into the farious roar 
of a renewed attack. Tlie restored front on 
each side of the salient burst into threadlike 
flashes ; and from two o'clock through the 
evening nntil nightfall, and from nightfall until 
midnight, and from midnight nntil the approach 
of dawn of the 13th, a close and rapid fusilade 
rushed up in commingled roar from the con- 
tending ranks. At one time bursting through 
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tW gap OD Ck>rdoD's right and endangering liis 
iank; at others raging np to the face of the 
rery worka held by that officer, lay HcGowan, 
by Harris, by Sanders and by Ramseanr, the 
conflict raged farionsly until, the enemy re- 
pelled firmly at all points of his attack, it set- 
tled long after midnight into the sharp and 
TenomoQS wbizzings of the sharpshooters* 
rifles. 

The fonr gnna that Gordon had recaptured 
still remained two hnndred yards in his rear. 
They conld not be removed under the terrible 
fire that swept over the ground they occapied. 
Fourteen gans remained in the possession of 
the enemy, and with these fonr constitnted 
sabstantially the only object of continuing the 
marderons struggle for the salient. The con- 
ditions of that contest had changed Lee's policy 
of defense for that of attack, and had Ifaos 
made a farther maintenance of it highly expe- 
dient. A material advantage, of some impor- 
tance to the enemy, lay in the possession of 
the height on which the salient stood; bnt 
even this did not, in the opinion of the com- 
mander in chief, jastify an avoidable waste of 
the lives of his men. Before dawn on the 
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morning of the 13th a line of works had been 
thrown up by the pioneers of the second corps, 
under M^j. Green, half a mile rear of the 
point to which the contest of the day had been 
narrowed; and, connecting the original de- 
fenses on the right with those on the left by a 
route considerably shorter, presented a favor- 
able position for return to the policy of de- 
fense. Covered by skirmishing, the gallant 
fellows who had fought their way so stubbornly 
over the bloody ground within the salient into 
the works that had been captured by the en- 
emy in his rush of the morning of the 12th, re- 
tired before day on the 13th to that new line. 

In the battles of the Ny no officer earned 
such glory as Gen. Gordon. His admirable 
flank movement at the Wilderness, his repulse 
of the enemy's rush through the position of 
Dole, and his dash and skill in stemming the 
Federal torrent from the salient on the 12th 
won the admiration of the army. Gen. Lee 
acknowledged on the field publicly the great 
services of that officer, and, informing him at 
the time that he should ask for his promotion, 
has had him rewarded with the rank of major 
general. 
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The battles, ending with the morning of the 
18th, had closed. A more Btabborn contest 
than that of the 12th has not been witnessed 
daring the war. The losses of the Confeder- 
ates daring those stniggles inclade between 
two and three thonsand prisoners, eighteen 
goDS, and from six to seven thonsand killed 
and wounded. Those of the enemy in the con- 
flict of the 10th and of the 12th, inclading as 
they do the disaster at the hands of Early's 
flanking foice, ihe morderons repalses from the 
front of Field, and from that of Dole, and the 
terrible havoc of Gordon's chat^ge on the right 
of the salient, cannot have been less than from 
fifteen to twenty thousand in killed and 
woanded. The rotting dead fonnd nnbnried. 
on the ground the Federalists occupied daring 
this contest presented a spectacle ncterly hor- 
rible in the immensity of their numbers. 

During the campaign the losses in Swell's 
corps, according to an official statement of the 
chief of its medical staff — Dr. Hunter Magnire 
^-does not exceed thlrty-flve hundred in killed 
and woanded, after summing the losses of each 
of its brigades up to the 13th of this month. 
"With this basis of approximate estimate, an'A 
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the further fact that the jiamber of wonnded 
that had been sent to the rear np to the 19lh 
\}y those devoted men, the Richmond committee 
for the relief of the wounded, had not reached 
ten thousand, inclading those disabled by 
sickness, there can be very little doubt of 
the conclusion that Lee's total losses in killed 
and wounded, inclusive of the battle of the 
12th, have not overrun at most eleven or twelve 
thoasand. About three thoosand five ban* 
dred prisoners added to that, the depletion 
of his forces by the battles of the campaign 
up to this time is fully represented, I should 
think, by fourteen or fifteen thousand men. 
Grant's army has shown — in the increasing 
feebleness of and longer intervals between his 
attacks, in his change from ofiense to defense, 
from fighting to manceuvreing — anmiatakable 
evidence of the crippling anavoidable, under 
losses that, inclading about four thoasand pris- 
oners, must certainly amount to forty thonsBDd, 
but that fall, in all probability, not much short 
of fifty thousand. 




CHAPTER XXVI 



LANE'S SHARPSHOOTERS. 



Gen. Lane, in the history of his brigade, 
pays this short tribute to his battalion of 
sharpshooters, which is both abstract and 
summary, and dismisses the subject : 

" Our corps of sharpshooters was organized 
in the fall of 1863 at Liberty Mills. It was 
composed of picked marksmen and brave men. 
Its officers, too, were cool and brave. This 
fine body of men were not only instructed in 
skirmish drill, but were frequently practiced 
in calculating and stepping off distances, filing 
at targets and similar exercises, which ren- 
dered them very efficient. The first com- 
mander was the intrepid Capt. John G. 
Knox, of the seventh regiment, who was cap- 
tured in the wilderness. Capt. Wm. T. 
Nickolson, of the thirty-seventh, another brave 
young officer, temporarily commanded them 
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nntil Maj. Thomae J. Wooteo, of the eight- 
eenth, waa assigned as their permanent com- 
mander. If^. Wooten was ezceediDgly 
modest, ba^ a oool, caatioas and fearlen jonn^ 
officer, who was oniversally beloved by hia 
men. 

" This body, composed of men from the differ- 
ent regimeots of the brigade, first distingoiahed 
themselves under Knox in the WilderoesB, 
where th^j^ dashed into the enemy on the left 
of the roa4 and captured a large number of 
prisoners. On the 12th of May, at Spottayl- 
T^nia oonrt bonse, ander Nickolson, they vreie 
kept o{it a long time in front of the salient to 
(he left of the Fredericksburg road, where they 
behaved wit^ great gallantry in the presence 
of Gen. Lee, and were complimented by 
him on the field. Under Wooten they estab- 
lished a still more glorious reputation, espe- 
cially in their first dash at the enemy's picket 
lioe, which called forth a complimentary com- 
manication from saperior headquarters; in 
their doable quick deployments and advance, 
and captures in the battle of Jones's farm; in 
their sudden rush into the enemy's disordered 
faiiksaad large captures at the Pegram house. 
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and ia the part they bore in the recapture of 
the (Mcllwaloe) bill, taken from us on the day 
ofGordon'i attack on Fort Steadmao. They 
also behaved with great gallantry when Grant 
broke our lines at Petersburg, and on the re- 
treat to Appomattox court boase they were 
frequently thrown forvfard to fight the enemy 
when the brigade waa not engaged." — Y(A. X, 
page £06, '^Southern ffittorical Papers." 



The above sketch, thoagh complimentary, is 
meagre, a mere iDtimation of the splendid rec- 
ord of this magnificent battalion. There was 
no better corps in the entire line of JJee's sharp- 
shooteri than the battalion commanded by 
Maj. Tbos. J. Wooten. Like its gallant com- 
mander it was absolutely fearless, and a com- 
plete record of its daring deeds dnring that ter- 
rible campaign from the Wilderness to Appo- 
mattox would fill a volume of most thrilling 
interest, and one that would enrich as welt as 
adorn the history of oar great straggle. I 
know whereof I speak. 
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EVANS'S (GA.) SHARPSHOOTERS. 

The battalion of sharpehooterB of Evans's 
Georgia brigade, under command of Capt. 
"Wm. Kaigler, according to liis own statement, 
led his brigade BDcceBBfolly in the last conflict 
in which the Army of Northern Tirginia was 
engaged. G^n. Gordon, of whose diviBion 
Evans's brigade conBtitatedapartjWas ordered 
by the commanding general to make an as- 
sanlt on the Federal lines drawn acroBB the 
Lynchburg road on the line of his retreat, and, 
if poeeible, to cnt his way through, that the 
army might follow. Withont hesitation Oen. 
Gordon formed his corps and proceeded to 
the desperate task assigned him. He moved 
to the asaaalt with Evans's division in front. 
Raigler's sharpshooters were deployed and 
thrown forward, and soon became engaged. 
Then, gathering ap his full strength. Kaigler 
charged and broke the enemy's lines, captnr- 
ing several pieces of artillery and a number of 
prisoners. About this time notice of the sur- 
render was received by Gen. Evans, who sus- 
pended the movement and retired. 
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The dash made by the aharpehooterB was a 

brilliant aaccees, and proved to be, according 

to Kaigler's contentioa, the last tilt between 

the two contending armies. 

Capt. Kaigler anpports his position by the 
following: Gen. Evans aaya in a letter to 
Capt. Kaigler: "There is no qnestion in 
my mind of the fact that the last shot fired and 
the last oaptnre made by the army under Qeo. 
Lee were throngh yon and year picked 
corps of sharpshooters. * * * It is one of the 
prondeat of my thoaghts that we were shooting 
with all oar ndght when the army was sur- 
rendered ; and I hare not the slightest donbt, 
captain, that yon bnrned the last grain of 
powder and directed the last Confederate bul- 
let from the great old army of Gen. Lee." 

The Philadelphia Times says : " On the 
morning of the surrender Gen. Evans was 
ordered by Gen. Gordon to place his divi- 
sion in order of battle across the Lynchburg 
road. Capt. Kaigler, commanding the division 
skirnuBhers, moved in front and the division 
itself followed soon after. Li their advance they 
encountered a line of dismounted cavalry and 
drove them back. Once more they were and- 
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-denly threatened in flank, when Evans changed 
the front of one brigade under heavy fire and 
made an attack, sapporting Kaigler, who made 
a dash and a captnre. This occnrred after or< 
derg were iasned for their return to camp, t>at 
which had not been received. Beceiving the 
orders, they returaed to camp and foand that 
Lee had surrendered." 

This incident in the history of Bvana's shatp- 
fihootera indicates a splendid record behind it, 
which, so far as I know, has never been pub- 
lished. And whether Captain Kugler's con- 
tention that he fired the last gun at Appomat- 
lox court house — which is controvert»*d by 
flome — be trae or not, his achievements on that 
-eventful day are worthy of preservation in the 
annals of that revolutionary period. 

MoRAE'S (N. C.) SHARPSHOOTERS. 

The battalion of sharpshooters of McRae's 
brigade was commanded by Capt. Lilly, the 
fame of whose exploits in "the forefront of 
battle" was known throughout the army, is 
sc:irce1y mentioned in the history of that terri- 
. ble campaign. 
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The writer happens to know that when the 
sixth Federal corps captnred our picket lioeB 
west of the Weldoa railroad, after Gordon's 
splendid failare at Fort Steadman, March 86, 
1866, Lilly's battalion was the only command 
on that long picket line that Bocceaafally re- 
sisted the Federal onslaaght, and held his po- 
sition agalDBt all odds antil the entire line on 
both sides of him was swept back, and DotU 
he vas ordered to retire. But the story of his 
campai^DB has gone into oblivioD like those of 
so many others in that arduous and hazardous 
service. 

The following letter from Sergt. L. D. 
Davis, a member of that gallant corps, la all 
that I have been able to gather : 

Dbar Sir and Couradb : Replying to joutb of the 5tb 
inst., reqiiestitig that I contribute for insertion in jour 
book, " Lee'a Sharpshooters," a short sketch of the part 
I played in that wonderful campaign, " from the Wilder- 
neaii to Appomattox," I have to aay that it has been so 
long since, and all my energies, both mental and phy- 
sical, have been so completely taxed in fighting the battles 
of life, that I have forgotten nearly all of my operations 
except the " hairbreadth escapes," of which I will men- 
tion a few, and then you can insert, or not, any part of it 
or none, as you see proper, I only want your book to re- 
fresh my memory, and feel that in its perusal the humble 
part I played will be brought back to my recollection. 
To begin : 
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I remember very diattnctlj- that our brigade waa engag'ed 
in tbe opening- of tbe battle of the Wildemesa on the 
aaaraiag of May 5, 1S64, but it is not mj recollection that 
tbe Bharpshootera were thrown out. If bo, the line of 
battle overtook us and the whole line advanced through 
that scrubby, small growth of (principally) blackjack 
timber until near 12 m. From then on to SpottsylTania, 
and from there to Pcteraburg, my recollection ia very in- 
distinct, further than to rememberthat it was almost one 
continuous battle. 

For some time after reaching Petersburg onr regiment 
occupied tbe "blow up," and while there the sharp- 
■booters kept up a continuous fire through port holes from 
breastworks. 

Some time along in the latter part of ■ommer or early 
fall we (the brigade) sallied forth down on the South Side 
railroad to intercept and prevent the enemy from captur- 
ing that important road. Arriving there tbe command 
was halted, and in less time than it lakes to tell it the 
sharpshooters were thrown forward and advanced in a 
jiffy. We soon found tbe enemy's sharpshooters, com- 
pletely routed them, advanced up to their line of battle 
and engaged it until our line came up and relieved us. 
Acting then as provost guard, I was so engag-ed person- 
ally that I did not discover a full line of battle of the 
enemy right at us in the rear. I was captured, and it 
did seem to me that a dozen or more Federals would take 
charge of us two as prisoners, in spite of all their captain 
could do ; anyhow, he sent three of his men to the rear 
with two of us. They got lost ; and we five lay out in the 
woods all night. Ladd and I were so agreeable with them 
that we gained their entire confidence. The next morning 
they werecompletelylost ; and pledging them that we were 
more than willing to be prisoners of war, they let us 
guide them out ; but to their chagrin we pllotted them 
into our own command. At this battle all our commis- 
sioned and non-commissioned officers were captured, and 
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I -woM xoiAt orderly, and commanded the compB.Qj for 
quite a while. 

On evacnatinp Richmond and Petersburff, April 2, 1865, 
I was called oa by the major commanding- the regiment 
to make a detail to reinforce the picket line ; the other 
orderlies were so tardy in sending- forward their quota 
that Maj. Steadman directed Lieut. Sneed — then com- 
manding' the company — to take hia company and re- 
inforce the picket line. - We moved off at once, with in- 
structions to hold the same at all hazards. Iwasdirected 
to pick five men and occupy a farm house In the near 
diatance. After fining the house we did not have to 
wait but a few minutes before we saw, as appeared to us, 
the whole Federal army advancing slowly but snrelynpon 
na. With my squad I arranged every detail of combat. 
We loaded and fired into them aa men never did before, 
perhapa, until seeing that we were at>out to become 
prisoners, I ordered a retreat, and from the back door 
sent out one at a time. Seeing the enemy picking up 
the dirt all around my men as they almost flew back to 
onr breastworks, and knowing that I was to make the 
run last, the enemy right upon me, my feelings can bet- 
ter be imagined than descrit>ed. Tmade the break, and it 
seems now as then that I did not touch the ground in but 
two or three places. Ladd and I made the run success- 
fully and soon reached our lines, left there to cover the 
retreat ; and after resting awhile we pushed on and over- 
took our own command the second day after. We then 
reorganized the regiment as best we could, but only had 
about fifty men out of an original number of twelve hun- 
dred. From then on to the surrender our rations were 
shelled corn. During the entire term of service I was In 
seventeen pitched battles, captured five times, was ex- 
changed once, got away three times, and paroled at Ap- 
pomattox, and have that parole now. 

This statement is abbreviated, disconnected and not 
aatiafactory to myself, but am satisfied that as aoon as I 
shall have seen your book my mind will be refreshed. 
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when t m\g\i\. be able to gitt 10117 ■o*' more iiitere»ting' 
details which perhaps yon as well as I bave overlooked. 

I came to this State in the winter of '66-'67 without a 
dollar on airiTal. Have settled fivcdifferent places. Hare 
now a fine farm, ont of debt, fine stock of all kinds from 
horses to gxiats, and neither expect nor desire Senator 
Butler's bill to become a law. 

The Army of Northern Vii^nla was com- 
posed of three (3) army corps, Dine (9) divt- 
BiooB, EDd aboDt thirty-six (36) brigades, excla- 
sive of artillery and cavalry. 

To each of which (brigadeB) there was at- 
tached a battalion of sharpshooterB, compoBed 
of from two to fonr companies, and from one 
handred and twenty-five to two bnndred picked 
men to the battalion. Of this array of sharp- 
shooterB the author only mentioDS some six or 
eight battalions, because of the absolote si- 
lence of history as to their existence, opera- 
tions and achievements. Like the gallant 
brigades to which they belonged, it remains a 
qnestion as to which performed the best ser- 
vice or earned the highest honors. In vain has 
the writer searched the records fur data apon 
which to base a story of their exploits ; bat, 
finding nothing, he is constrained to conclude 
that whatever of distincUon they may have 
won was absorbed in the official reports of each 
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engagement, and accredited to the brigades to 
which they were severally attached. From 
what has been said of the few battalions men- 
tioned, it readily appears that if an accurate 
and detailed account could be given of each of 
the thirty-six battalions in their distinctive 
capacity as sharpshooters, many chapters of 
absorbing interest would be added to the vol- 
umes of Southern history already written of 
that stirring period. 

The correspondent of the London Morning 
Herald, whose articles on the battles of the 
Wilderness and Spottsylvania court house 
are herein above inserted, evidently wrote after 
both battles were fought ; for while he adheres 
somewhat closely to the facts in gross, he is 
mixed in his details, and attributes to one 
field incidents which belong to the other. Be- 
sides, his letters in style are somewhat florid 
and exorbitant, and had to be toned down in 
such degree as to speak the truth. 

The story of " Lee^s Sharpshooters," however,, 
is based upon the personal experience of the 
author, as noted in bis pocket diary at the 
time, and upon faets contributed by others wha 
were on the field and knew whereof they wrote. 
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The atyle of the book as a whole, thongh some- 
what rambling and deBoltoiy, Is the best that 
the anthor could do nnder the oircnmstances, 
and the little volnme is giren to the public for 
what it is worth, trastlngthatltmay fall under 
the eye of some skilled writer and evoke his 
interest in this fruitful theme, so that the in- 
Testigation thus begun shall be pursued until 
fbll and exact Justioe shall have been done to 
each and erery battalion that stood with 
"Lee's Sharpshooters" in the "Forefront of 
Battle." 
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